EC (M) (00) 6

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
1 JUNE 2000
Those Present:

First Minister

Deputy First Minister

Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development

Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure

Minister of Education

Minister of Enterprise, Trade and Investment

Minister of the Environment

Minister of Finance and Personnel

Minister of Higher and Further Education, Training and Employment
Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety

In Attendance:

Secretary to the Executive Committee
Mr Loughran
Director, OFMDFM

Introduction
1. The Chairman welcomed Ministers to the first Executive Committee meeting following
restoration. He welcomed Mr Gerry Loughran, the incoming Head of the Northern

Ireland Civil Service.

2. The First Minister and Deputy First Minister noted the absence of the Minister for

Regional Development and the Minister for Social Development. The Executive
Committee confirmed that it was determined to ensure that public services were not
disadvantaged by any action which might be taken by DUP Ministers. The First
Minister and Deputy First Minister had written to the Minister for Regional

Development and the Minister for Social Development seeking a meeting to clarify

their intentions.




Minutes
The Executive Committee agreed the minutes of 9 February 2000 and the revised

minutes of 1 February 2000.

The Chairman proposed that at future meetings of the Executive Committee,
consideration of the minutes of the previous meeting might be taken at the end of the
Agenda. The Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety disagreed. It was

agreed to try this approach and review it in light of experience.

AGENDA ITEM 2: LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME

EC (00) 46: Ground Rents Bill
The Executive Committee endorsed the proposal to introduce the Ground Rents Bill.

EC (00) 46A: Dogs Bill
The Executive Committee endorsed the proposal to introduce the Dogs Bill.

EC (00) 46B: Weights and Measures Bill
The Executive Committee endorsed the proposal to introduce the Weights and

Measures Bill.

EC (00) 47: Street Trading Bill

The Executive Committee gave its approval to the Minister for Social Development to
proceed to draft a Street Trading Bill. The Minister of Health, Social Services and
Public Safety expressed concern that the proposed power to seize goods was too

punitive.

EC (00) 48: Update on Legislative Programme
The Executive Committee noted the progress on legislation during suspension, the
current position on legislation to come before the Assembly and the position on

subordinate legislation.

Trustee (Amendment) Bill




a i

12,

The Executive Committee noted the decision by the Minister of Finance and

Personnel to withdraw this Bill from the legislative programme.

EC (00) 49: Financial Issues
The Executive Committee agreed that the Minister for Finance and Personnel should
seek the leave of the Assembly for the use of an accelerated passage for the

Appropriation Bill.

The Executive Committee endorsed the allocation of £53m for Health and £14.7m for

schools for 2000/01.

13.

14.

The Executive Committee noted that decisions on the allocation of the £18m
remaining from the Chancellor's Budget and an additional sum available from end
year flexibility would need to be made by the Committee later in June. It was agreed
that this would be done in two stages. Ministers would make bids at an Executive
Committee meeting. The Executive Committee would then decide the final allocation

at a subsequent meeting.
EC (00) 50: EU Community Support Framework
The Committee discussed:

e the consultation exercise on the Community Support Framework (CSF) which had

been taken forward during suspension;

» the principles specifying the distinction between Peace Il and the Transitional

Objective | programme;
¢ the North/South dimension of the CSF;
e the principles which would apply to the CSF; and

e the need for the more detailed CSF proposals, which would be brought forward in

the autumn, to address cross-cutting themes, including social inclusion, women,
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