"Alan McBride" To: "Sean McAteer" <secretariat@civicforum-ni.org>

<alan-mcbride@caveh Ce:
ill65.freeserve.co.uk> Subject: Consultation paper on a victims strategy

12/02/98 09:13 PM

Hi Sean, about a month ago members of the CF were asked if they would like to respond to the
Consultation Paper on Victims Strategy, (Ref: CF139). The file attached is a copy of my submission
as part of Wave's response.

| feel it would be good if the CF were to make a response, | would be willing to be part of any ad hoc
group that would be set up to co-ordinate a response. We still have plenty of time as the dead line is
not untill November 9th.

Sorry it took me so long to respond to this initial offer, let me know if any others are interested, maybe
it could be discussed at the GPC meeting on Tuesday.

Regards,

. Alan McBride

D - Victims Con..doc

© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



© PRONI OFMDFM/7/1



Membership should be restricted to a small group, maybe

around 12, (larger group would be unworkable). While it would
not be possible for all victims groups to be represented, it is
important that a broad range of viewpoints are, for example,

e A representative of victims of Republican violence

e A representative of victims of Loyalist violence

e A representative of victims of State violence

e A representative of security forces injured

e Representatives of those facing intimidation through inter-
community violence

The membership should also include the heads of both the VU

B and the VLU, along with both victims representatives on the
Civic Forum. Consideration should be given to ensure that those
who are perceived as being against the Belfast Agreement are
also included.

Criteria should be drawn up for the selection process, essential

criteria would be,

e Must demonstrate an awareness of victims issues.

e Must be prepared to work as part of a cross-community
group in addressing victims issues.

Selection could be handled in much the same way as that of the
Civic Forum, using an independent recruitment agency so no

) accusations of bias would be forth coming.

The benefits of Touchstone, (or whatever this new group would
be called

) must be sold to victims and their representatives to
encourage people to join.
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