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Alan McBride and Patricia MacBride 24 QCT 2001
Civic Forum members

The Arches Centre Secre‘tariat

11 - 13 Bloomfield Avenue
Belfast BTS 5SHD

Dear Alan and Patricia,

We have received and made a response to the Victim’s Strategy Consultation Document. I enclose

.i ) copies of our responses to various other consultations which are close to victims issues and I believe
will have bearing on a Victims Strategy. I also enclose a proposal of my own for consideration. In
general, they represent the current thinking in An Crann - The Tree and whilst [ am the primary
author of these responses, these considerations are tempered by engagement with victims, some of
whom work for us voluntarily and whose opinion I sought.

Additional observations we have made are as follows:

First, many victims simply wish to get on with and rebuild their lives. They don’t wear their scars
like victims of punishment beatings.

Second. some victims seek revenge and retribution on the perpetrators but do nothing and become
apathetic about their condition. They shrug their shoulders, complain and thank god that’s all.

Third. some victims do actively seek and take revenge: there have been killings which could be
ascribed to this condition. We cannot legislate or socially engineer against this possibility.

‘[ Fourth, there are victims inside certain communities who are disempowered by the fact that it was
members of their own community who were the perpetrators. For many if not most of these people
they are economically incapable of escaping the continuing stress of victimhood within their

communities.

Fifth, some victims simply succumb and develop related problems such as comfort drinking or drug
taking which often leads to dependency.

Sixth, some victims take their own lives.

Seven, some victims actually forgive, perhaps informed by a religious faith, perhaps by generosity
and magnanimity of humane spirit. There is no real accounting for forgiveness.

Eight. some survivors become involved in peer activities perhaps motivated by noble intentions.
some, it seems, from a political agenda, perhaps too as a means of seeking a vengeful form of justice.
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