DA/19/2

FROM: DOROTHY ANGUS
DATE: 21 FEBRUARY 2001 cc Mr McCusker

PS/MR LOUGHRAN
GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 2002

h a proposed paper to PSG to consider the handling within the devolved

| attac
administration of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations in 2002.

Mr McCusker and | would be grateful for the opportunity to discuss this with you.

Donotty rtugus

DOROTHY ANGUS (MRS)
= 28153
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especially Arts. This raises the issue of handling and the extent to which Ministers
and departments should become involved.

Possible Way Forward

Ministers will need to be consulted on their views on handling the Golden Jubilee
Celebrations. In doing so a possible way forward might be to suggest that a

department take the lead in forming a committee to encourage and co-ordinate local

events which could be given the Jubilee badge. The committee could be comprised of

members outside the department. The Department of Culture Arts and Leisure might
be well placed to take the lead in this area since outside the education system most

events are likely to fall in the sporting or arts environments.

Other Issues

Bank Holiday

10.

There will be an extra bank holiday on Monday 3 June with the Spring Bank Holiday
being moved from 27 May to 4 June to give a long weekend. A national service of
thanksgiving will be held in St. Paul's Cathedral on 4 June. The additional bank
holiday was announced by way of a PQ on 23 November 2000 but there was no
parallel announcement in the Assembly. Bank holidays are not prescriptive in that
there is no statutory right to take time off. Employers are free to make alternative
arrangements. Similarly, it is a matter for school governors to decide on the specific
days taken as school holidays. DE were made aware at an early stage of the bank
holiday and there was an announcement of the extra school holiday on 19 February.
In addition there is a need to let employers and the general public know at a local level

about the extra bank holiday. [insert mechanism for this]

Deregulation

11,

The Official Committee is looking at the possibility of deregulating the liquor licensing
laws during the Jubilee celebrations. The relevant papers have been passed to

DHSSPS to consider the need for any action in this area.
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Jubilee Medal

12.  There is a proposal for a Jubilee Medal for community service to be given to groups

and organisations rather than individuals. OFMDFM and NIO are keeping in touch
with developments.

Conclusion

13. PSG is asked to:

() agree that a recommendation should be put Ministers for a committee to

co-ordinate local Golden Jubilee events;

decide whether such a committee should be under the chairmanship of the

Department of Culture Arts and Leisure; and

note the other issues arising from the Golden Jubilee celebrations.
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