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wie Dailymenda and LDistrict

members Andrew Elliott with Mencap in

row) Katrina Featherstone and Kerry O’Hara.

Maureen Piggot, Gemma Scott, (front

THE Stitching and
Unstitchi the
Troubles II exhibition,
recently launched at
Mid-Antrim Museum
at The Braid, will run
until June 29,

It presents local and
international textile art-
works  known  as
‘arpilleras’ which depict
and share the personal
stories and experiences
of women in times of
conflict.

New arpilleras creat-
ed by local women also
feature in this exhibi-
tion which is curated by
Roberta Bacic with
assistance from Breege
Doherty.

The exhibition is part
of the North FEast
PEACE I Cultural
Fusions heritage based
project which is being

Museum Service and
Md-_-Antrim Museums
ice.

The project is funded
under the European
})Irnion’s PE%CE m

ogramme and is man-
aged on behalf of the
Special

EU
Programmes Body by
the North East PEACE
I Partnership,
Arpilleras are textile
art works which origi-
nated in Chile in the
1970s  under  the
Pinochet regime in
which women used
scraps of fabric to tell
their stories of loss in
conflict.
Freedom of speech, a
i | Was

Therefore, the
women used arpilleras,
although illegal, to
express in fabric what
they could not freely
discuss.

This means of com-
municating and sharing
visual messages, stories
and memories of con-
flict has since spread to
other countries around

the world, including

‘stitched’ T

delivered by Causeway R

Memories of Conflict
for a shared futur

Northern Ireland,

Ireland,
i Chil

Arpilleras from sev-
eral of these countries
are  presemted in
Stitching and
Unstitching the
Troubles Il at The
Braid

Many of the themes
and issues depicted in
the intgyn:éjonal
arpilleras displ par-
allel with how the
Troub[tise impacted

the disappeared, protest
and resistance, hunger
striking and the dis-
placement of communi-

ties.

New arpilleras, creat-
ed by local women from
the  Buzzy  Bees
(Glenarm), Stitch and
Bitch,  (Carnlough),

ocus on  Family
(Coleraine), Fab
Femme (Ballymoney)
and Glenmona Resource
Centre  (Cushendall)

explore the impact of L

Seen at the launch of the ‘S&itching and Unstitchin,
museum are Maria Cagney,

the Troubles in their
area but also themes
relating to a shared
future,

Work displayed by
artist Somia Copeland
illustrates the fragility
of peace in present day
Northern Ireland.

A large quilt complet-
ed in 1992 by Women
Together emphasises
the power of justice,
equality, solidarity and
peace, which have each

important ele-
ments in the progress-
ing of peace across the
Provin

ce.
Stitching and
Unstitchi the
Troubles IT is the sec-

ond exhibition to be
jointly delivered by
id-Antrim and
Causeway  Museum
ices as part of the
Remembering the
Troubles project.

The first of these
exhibitions was pre-
sented in i
Town
September 2012

Coleraine Representatives of
.1n Troubles II’ exhibit

during Maria Ca

ogether

groups visited. Since
then, arpillera making
workshops hosted by
Deborah Stockdale have
been delivered, facili-
tating the creation of
the new work now dis-
played in The Braid.
Tours and workshops
led by curator Roberta
Bacic supporting

engagement with
Stitching and
Unstitching the
Troubles are now avail-
able to interested
groups but a booking
system is in place.

On Mag' 22, tours of
this exhibition will be
delivered from 2pm to
3pm and from 3pm to
4pm a film entitled

Through the Eye of the
Needle will be screened
for Community
Relations Week.
'I:ﬂhlisﬁhnexplo:ssﬁ
arpilieras creat
Esther Nisenthal
Krinitz who used this
textile process to tell
Sl
uring olocaust.
To find out move,

v i s i ¢
www.thebraid.com. To
book a place for the film
screeming or for a
Stitching and
Unstitching the
Troubles Il exkibition
tour and works
please email
Noreen.mullen@bally-
mena.gov.auk or call 028
2563 5925
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Hamilion,

Causeway Museum Service;
Doherty, Assistant Curator; and Jdayne Ci,
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various groups who pariicipated in the
ion are pictured with John Hamilion,
» Mid Anirim Museum Service. GB1 703D

Mid Anirim Museum
Deborah Stockdale,
arke, Curator Mid An
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g the Troubles il exhibition in the Braid
Service; Roberia Bacie, Curator; John
Workshop Facilitator; Briege

trim Museum. GB1702D
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‘Stitching and Unstiiching the
Causeway Museum Service and. ..



