
DUP Submission 

1. The DUP submission Ilas at least the merit of endeavoLwing to link 
proposa 1 s to the agreed 1 i st of pri nc i p 1 es and PI~OV ides SOIYl e argum ents to 
show tllat an attempt has been made to adress SDLP concel~ns. 

2. I f tile task befor~e us was that of draw i ng up reCOII"lm endat i OilS fOI~ the 
conduct of affai I~S for D i stl~i ct Coullci 1 s \Ai e m i gilt be happy to vi ew tile 
submission as a sel~ious attelllPt I'neet minority pal~ty needs fOI~ 
I~ecogni t ion and l~epl~esentat ion. 

3. \A/e al~e not dea 1 i ng with Di stri ct Counci 1 reform, nOI~ are we just 
dealing with mechanisms for minority party participation in an 
adlllinistratiol"i. This may be an element of our business, but by no means 

. tile most important element. We are addressing the pl~oblems of a deeply 
divi ded society with di fferent po 1 it i ca 1 all egi ances 1 inked to how the 
diffet~ent sect ions of that soci ety perceive their identity. 

4. A fter~ a 11 tile ta 1 k and 1 i sten i ng \1\1 e had hoped for ft~esh th i nk i ng on the 
pal~t of a 11 of the part i es around th i stab 1 e. Indeed f 0110\1\1 i ng tile tab 1 i Ilg of 
the DUP papel~ of the 4 May, 'Underlying Principles' , we had expected a lot 
of ft~esh thinking. That paper~ emphasised the need fOI~ 'innovation', 
'acceptance by both sides of tile community', no '1992 models of a past 
fail ed system', 'max i mum de 1 egat i on of authority' etc .. 

5. The expectat i ons cr~eated by sucll staternents have" I~egl~ettab ly, not 
been I~ea 1 i sed because we do not I~egard tile subm i ssi on before us as 1 ivi ng 
up to the expectations created by tile DUP's own paper, lIiuch less to tile 
agr~eed Common Tllemes ancl Common Pt~i Ilcip les to which we all subscribe. 

6. Si gni fi cantly the DUP subm i ssi 011 contai ns no proposa 1 s as to how a 11 of 
the widel~ I~elationsllips impinging on the people of 1\]1 migllt be 
accomm odated, not just in thei I~ externa 1 ill an i festat i on but i 1I tel~lIls of 
tlleit~ 1 oca 1 NI m anifestat iOI"l. 

7. The Br~itisll I~elationship is acknowledgecl and we \l\Iouldl"lot have 
expected otherwise in a unionist submission. However, no refence is made 
to accomlllodating the wider I~elationships on this island. Indeed there is 
studied avoidance of any mention of the fact that NI is pal~t of the islancl 
of II~e 1 and ancl tl"lat re 1 at i onsl"l i ps \1\1 i th the rest of the island are 
essentially a two-vI/ay pl~ocess. It is difficult to avoid asking if this 
avoidance of any reference to relationships \l\Iith the rest of the island is 
I"lot, in i tse 1 f, hi gill i gilt i ng tile very fundam enta 1 pl~ob 1 em that has to be 
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addr~essed in the course of OUt~ Talks, ie tile failul~e of Unionists at~ cJ-L 
Nationalists ill Ir~eland to accommodate themselves to each otl,el~ ~~ 

8. With I~espect to~ain Pt~oposals .~, the best tllat can be s~\.l-(.;-'L.- ~~. 
for them is that tile}, contain a set of safegual~ds which Ilowever useful in 
tllemse lves are no m ore than that, a set of saf egual~ds. Tlley I~epresent 
what can be descri bed as a s 1 i de-rul e approach to the po 1 i tics of a d i v i ded 
society. They also amount to a not very hidden form of majot~ity rule in 
which any repl-esentatives of IIlinority parties would be no rnol~e than 
couriers for their committees, able to voice dissent, as tile submission 
indicates, but achieve little else. This is not the kind of approacll 
necessary at the hi gliest 1 eve 1 of po 1 it i cs to a 11 0\/\/ for a mOI-e free and 
mOI~e open coopel~at i on and interact ion behveen the representat i ves of our 
COII"1m un i ties. 

9. On tile other main feature of the DUP proposals, the avoidance of an 
Executive, it is difficult to see how in a situation in which there \A/ould be 
'nlaximum delegated authol~ity' that the proper coordination of business, 
tile determination of general policy, the allocation of resources etc. etc. 
could be managed efficiently alld effectively in Uie abserlCe of some 
execut ive like body. 
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