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The Panel

11. There could be direct elections to a small body of say three
people with significant(\consultative, monitoring, referral and
N ;

representational>functions.

12. The panel might have a general duty, acting by consensus to
consult, formally and informally, with the Assembly and with the
Secretary of State and to give advice.

13. The panel’s rights//ﬂééwe£;>’and responsibilities (including
lwould need to carefully
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statutory dutiei% and procedures
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defineng It cguld have powers in respect of

legislation(
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. %»determine (ie to accept, reject, give an opinion on or propose

amendments \to) any proposed legislation referred to it under
procedures to‘ﬁe agreed. It might, by consensus, refer any proposed
legislation for some form of judicial consideration.
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14. It could have a\\ , role 1in the pubi%mﬁhexpenditure
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cycle, liaksing with the Secretary ~of State andﬂvuth the Heads.  of
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Departments and the Finance Committee over»total expenditure. and the
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15. The, panel might have owe by
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appointments
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initiasiveTumcertamn:rappointments““of““partrcuiar”“sensiti-é@y It

Nould _also advise the Secretary of State .in respect) ¢

appointments within his responsibility. J G
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"16. It could also have powers in relation to administrative actions™

or proposed actions, perhaps on the bﬁfls of a referral by ﬁﬁ R

threshold vote w1thin the ® Assembly Inmsuchwcasesmit«.mmight -have
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papers. It might have ©powers l,toff refer matters back forj{t,
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reconsideration, with or Without adVice ‘or recommendations.. Qiﬁ; .
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17. The panel could have a duty to prepare regular (annual) reports
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on C thef operation of the new political institutions, including
recommendations for any further development of the arrangements dr
increases in the range of transferred matters, which could oe
considered by the Assembly and the Secretary of State.
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18. The panel could also have ay @wa#®x representational and
promotional role. It could have a special commitment to the
economic development of Northern Ireland, through participation in
joint promotional activities in collaboration with the appropriate
agencies, vhetlter—Province=wide. okwnore-tocal.

19. The panel might secure its share of resources from the
Secretary of State independently from the rest of the "transferred"

, block in order to ensure both its financial independence, and that

its resources were sufficient to carry out the full range of its

statutory functions.
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