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A Re1a tionship 

./. Opening st.te~~:~t 
be tween"'N-o.r.-the-r..n--lr-ei-cf'i'i(f and the Irish Republic. 

It is hardly an exaggera tion to say tha t re1a tionships between 

(~~ and Dublin have historically been poor, and at times 

openly hos tile. Unionis t sand Na tionalis ts mus t accept their 

part in the breakdown of a relationship which should, on the 

face of it, be warm, friendly and mutually beneficial. We would 

not, however, accept tha t the antagonisms have been solely or 

mainly crea ted in Belfas t. 

of it are easily accessible 

all sections of the popula tion. Yet there exis ts an alarming 
.0<.,-" "~-"'-'.~.-"'...,.~." .. ""- ...... '«.~ 

our respective . peoples as to ,.the aspiratio'n.s 

of the two distinct and '~~'~~l~;'\'~~/ 
on the Island. k('~ ~-~;?'\vll, 

U4~· ~ f~~"'" 
lack of understanding and empathy is apparent, not only on 

Ireland-wide basis, but more par ticu1ar1y within the Province 

U1 s t e r its e If . This gul£, .reinforced by religious bigotry 

and tribal suspicions lies a t the heart of Ireland's difficulties 

and provides a dynamic for violence, which has tragically proved 

s elf- s us t aining for over 100 years. 

Pe rhaps the bes t demons t ra tion of this division is shown by 

recent ~_olls. which indica te tha t 75% of the popu1a tion of the 

Irish Republic has never set foot in that part of Ireland which 
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highly fruit ful rela tionships which have been bun t up be tween v-. 

Republic and the res t of the Uni ted Kingdom. 

~~ J\r 'A---), '{'S l ''\ _ 
~ 5'---:!~ ~-~ ~~lVA -t "-0., -M <:,. , 

large section of the population ~ 
c,J", ~'\..-~ 

Irish Republic with fear and~fTust. 
-1\ ~ ~~·L~ ~..!\; r~._.-L.J-

,"",",\;:;:3~-4 <Z-. ~~ ~V~-
~ ~ O..,y- ~J '-- "("t::..,-r 

Such mutual ignorance and suspicion between Nationalists and ~ 
Unionis ts is the tragedy of Ireland, and it is largely to this \ 

area tha t Strand 2 should direct its attention. Identification 

of common interest and a mutual understanding of each other's 

posi tion is a necessary prequisite to poli tical progress and 

co-opera tion between the United Kingdom and the Irish Republic. 

The his toric breakdown in relationships can be s t be overcome 

by establishing a modus vivendi for the future which would 

facilitate contact between Belfast and Dublin and would anticipate 

clos e, mutually beneficial and s ympa the tic cont act s - lit erally 

doing business together. 

This area will be expanded under a paper enti tled "The Way Forward 

- facHi ties for agreement and areas for joint action". It can 

be argued tha t the abs ence of such cont act s has, in the pas t, 

enormously contribu.ted to the antagonisms and petty animosities 

which have all too often been translated into violence and 

sectarianism. 
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Matters which could easily have been resolved have been allowed 

to fester and have become a catalyst for hostility and on occasions 

murder. On one level the two traditions are sadly too familiar 

wi th each other; on a highe-r level ignorance is profound, and 

this basic lack of knowledge and underslanding must be addressed. 

This all-too-oiten allows myth to overcome reality. Recently, 

there has been deliberate misrepresentation over the effect 

tha t any change in Articles 2 and 3 of the Irish Cons ti tution 

would have on the right of Northern Ireland Na tlonalis ts to 

acquire Irish Passports. Such scare-mongering is palpable nonsense. 

The removal of Articles 2 and 3 would have no more effect on 

the 1956 CiUzenship Act than it would have the capacity to 

annul the terms of the Foyle Fisheries Act. 

Notwithstanding the statements contained in various SDLP documents, 

presented during Strand 1, which refer to "parity of estee..m:" 

legi tlmacy to th~ Irish Unionis t trad! tion. The rhe todc .. belies 
.1;0 • ....,.... .,~., .'~' ··"···~'·''''''·'''''''·~~'''''''''''''''='-'''''~--'L1!--'''-./:!I>o''''''''''''''''1ff11'''''' .... ,....r",,-._I'...:t .... _ .. __ ·,"' ....... ~·"(.J ..... ,'.t<1"'~r .•. ·',.,....: .... ·~" .. \~~ ...... ~; .... (!n'F-<'.·'r.' ... .-..,j,~,._II'I'~_I~· 

the reality. For example, during one<?t.t~_g ... pt~Q~.r,~ sessions 
, "" ". "~'Y_""'''''·'.'''''''_ .......... ,' ~d 'n I" ,".. " """ ..... ".. w~"_ ,,,,,,, • "-. • • • .,. 

"If you wish to see the Irish identity, Just look across 

the table. We (the SDLP) are the Il'ish Ide!1tity". 

The position of the Ulster Unionist Party is that Irish Nationalists 

represent an Irish identity. There is ianother Irish identity 

which Na tionalists in both Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic 
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appear incapable ot undel'standing since it has not been detlned 

exclusively by them. 

For Na tionalls ts the real problem is their inabili ty to accept 

thp. legi timacy of the Irish Unionis t identi ty. Their ques tion 
___ ...... ".., .. _-.:..,.,_, .. _ .. __ ..... ,.,....._,....~"~ ........... ~~_""1 .. ',.'~ .. " .......... _".,, .,.,.., """' ..... ~ ... ~.~" ... , ....... '''' ... " •. , ... ~_ .. .., ',_' '.~" ..... ~.,' ...... ,,'. 

to us is invariably, "What or who do you think you are?" 

In the overwhelming majority of cases in Northern Ireland the 

answer (5, "BritiS~:=) Those Irishmen and women living in the 
.. ~~-~~ 

north-eastern corner of the island, who hold themselves to be 

Bri tish and who are determined to remain British, are enti tIed 

to the same es teem as Irish Na tionalis ts in either jurisdiction. 

It is no exaggera tion to s ta te that for Unionis t s the primary 

objective is the maintenance of the Union. This is translated 

into a determina tion to keep Northern Ireland out ot. a Uni ted 

Ireland, and a distrust for any proposals which can be construed 

as weakening the Union. The concept ot. an independent Ulster, 

which from time to time has attracted some support In Northern 

Ireland, is similarly objectionable. 

The Union with Grea t Britain is a Union In the hearts and minds 

of the Unionist people, and is something which we cannot change, 

even if we wanted to. This feeling of Britishness is so deeply 

ingrained as to be almos t genetically encoded. It Is no t a 

device or artifice which has been imposed on an unsuspecting 

people; neither is it something Unionists wish to impose on 

those who have different political aspirations. But for Unionists 
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their basic poli tieal heritage is their Britishnes s. 

( ::1:::: h-t : a : ;oC:agl~:'.-!"~'~- _J.~_n:!,~E!.~_~~L,,~!',L,!!,~:!!!':l_~g,.'!!!~_t~~ 
~""""C';:;.,.".== . ...,"";.,.'-"',o .. .r," .• ".!: .... ~',.) .. ,~. ~":~" .• " 

Failure to recognis e that those who support or desire the 

continuance of the Union will never consent to a Uni ted Ireland 

is also a fundamental and enduring mis take of Irish Na tionalism. 

Furthermore, failure to recognise that those who support and 

desire the continuance of the Union will never consent to any 

process or settlement which would precipitate movement towards 

a Un! ted Ireland, is similarly a fundamental error. 

While IRA terrorism has provoked deep distrust, the overwhelming 

majority of Unionists are not, by deflnition t hostile to the 

Irish Republic or its citizens. Neither are they hos tile to 

fellow-citizens within Northern Ireland who have a peaceful 

aspiration to a United Ireland. They are simply Bri tish and 

intend to remain British. 

Britishness is at the heart of Unionist philosophy .... the feeling 

of belonging; the feeling of sharing with our fellow-ci tizens 

in Great Britain in great na tional events; of being part of 

something larger than simply the six countIes in the north-eastern 

corner 0 f our island. 
rf/> /' a shared emotional bond .... common bonds of history 

: A adversities, shared triumphs and shared sacrifices. 

V ~YP ~ JP \./ )f 

~;~~ ~/y~ ~:/ /;;~ 
cV' V ~ tY- V t(~ Jk 

It is a shared ps ychological bond; a 

and of shared 
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It is such a commi tment which has led thousands of Irish men 

and women to vote consis tently since the 1880s for pro-Union 

par ties. While the res t of the Irish people chose a Gaelic, 

Na tiona11s t and independen t Ireland, Unioni s t s showed a clear 

preference for continued membership of a modern, pluralist and 

11' --4-I"nQllt,1es, three 

11 mt'iltitude 
Je>--

I~" ~ ~-e. ~~.~ 

~8""J-..' '" • ~ 21 /J 
v c.... )~ 

f..f1..rt:;J.....J2. ~ \~ /-k- h.. -~ a tolerance 

£L.. ~~...---.t.r d exibi ting 

h the fal th, 
,._.--------
Where ei ther 

hort of this 

2,000 regular 

t of the Civil 

State and the 

:le one million 

of the island 

allot box, their 

ese are mainly 

.d 0 ther unionis t 

they exclusively 

Protes tanto 
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unity by consent, either now or in the forseeable future, is 

no t to r thcoming. @ 
to say YES to a 32 county state .• ~l~<~r 

to say NO. Their posi Uon is ~y 
overwhelming democratic majority in ~ 

Unionists have the right 

but they also have the right 

secured by virtue of the 
------~- ... ----.-.... -----.----.-~.----.---.--------.. --

Northern Ireland and reinforced by cons ti tu tional Na tionalis t s' 

~ V ; B_~f~S~~~~=~i __ :~~lt~~~l~b~- ~~~;~~t~:--if -N~thern 
~. )~ I Ireland was set up, as Nationalists allege, on the basis of. 

~ a sectarian head count, then so, by the same definition, was 
OJ\'j / 

the Irish Free Sta t e. 

The so-called guarantee to Unionis ts by the Wes tmins ter Parliament 

is simply an acceptance of reali ty. A vote in Westminster to 

expel Northern Ireland from the Kingdom could not stop those 

who support the Union from feeling as they do, nor would it 

convince Unionis ts of the desirability of Irish un! ty. 

For those who support the Union and desire its continuance there 

is no contradiction in being Irish and British - Just as there 

is no contradiction in being Scot tish and Bri tish, Welsh and 

British or English and British. These points were alluded to 

in the Ulster Unionist Party's submission of 28 June 1991 (pages 

9-10). 

Many of us are proud to be Irish, and will always hold ourselves 

so to be. But we are equally proud to be British and will always 

feel similarly commit ted to tha t sense of identi ty. 
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Many pe ople in Ireland, and some els ewhere, appear to hold to 

the belie f tha t to be a true Irishman or woman, one mus t be 

Roman Ca thol1c, Gaelic and ruled from Dublin. Irish Unionists 

are the personifica tion of the illegi timacy ot such a narrow 

deftni tion. 

Ireland does not have, nor does it need, a common or united 

culture, theology or polf tical allegiance. Over the past 10 

years, as the Irish Republic has progressed as an independent 

state, it has moved in political, social, economic and cultural 

terms further apart from all the people ot Northern Ireland. 

Eamon De Valera recognised in his 1937 ConstItution that the 

Irish Free Sta te effecti vely s topped at the frontier with 

Northern Ireland. 

While the territorial claim enshrined in Articles 2 and 3 was 

inserted in order to placate the most militant elements within 

Irish Na tionalism at tha t time, they embodied the irreden tis t 

attitude s implicit in Irish na tionalism. The Irish Supreme 

Court tried to soften their meaning in 1977 (The Criminal Law 

(Jurisdiction) Bill), but through the interpretation as recently 

~ y. 
V )I 

~/ r/ 

as 1990 (McGimpsey v Ireland) these Articles have clearly assumed 

a more aggressive and irredentist significance. 

~/ It has been said tha t Ireland can only be un! ted in a way which 

(T' 

I 

y~ r ~ \ However the most important principle to which Unionists adhere 

1// \.P is simply that they remain in Northern Ireland as citizens of 

vf ~/'I 
V'~! ');~ 
~j 

/ ensures that Unionists do not have to sacrifice their principles. 
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the Uni ted Kingdom, in peace and ami ty lITi th their fellow-citizens 

and wi thou t threa t to, or domina tion over, anyone wi th different 

aspirations. The Union is inviolate - to countenance an independent 

32 county Irish Republic is for Unionists, by definition, impossible. 

If tha t can be accepted, then all ma tters pertaining to a working 

arrangement are open for discussion and we will consider any 

reas onable and workable sugges tions. 

In approaching this Strand of the talks the Unionis t criteria 

for success is that any arrangement must .•.. 

(a) further the cause of peace 

~) be sustainable on the basis of mutual trust and respect 

(c) fall wi thin accepted international norms 

Any arrangement must attract the consent of the overwhelming 

majori ty of the people of Northern Ireland. This can only be 

accomplished by addressing and resolving, within Strand 1, the 

democra tic de!ici t which exis ts in the Province under Direct 

Rule. It will neces slta te, within tha t Strand, the es tablishment 

of structures and institutions of government which are open, 

responsive and answerable to the electorate. Furthermore the 

replacement of the neo-colonialist Anglo-Irish Agreement with 

a trea ty which addresses the to tall ty of rela tionships I'll thin 

our islands is absolutely crucial. 
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The recent history oC tailed settlements demonstrates clea.rly 

that Unionist involvement is an obVious prerequisite for the 

achievement of peace, s tabili ty and reconcilia tion. 

At Sunningdale, and at Hillsborough, the two Governments appeared 

to believe that the greater number of the people of Northern 

Ireland could be ignored and disregarded. Or, as one participant 

so prosaically put it in 1985, "We must lance the Unionist boil" 

and, "We mus t face down the Unionis t s". 

Bu t Unionis ts have shown that they will no t be faced down and 

have continued to demand with ever increasing vigour, a restoration 

of democracy to Northern Ireland, and an end to secret and 
'" 

arM t rary rule by the minis tertal conference and Maryfield 

Secretariat. 

We consider that the historic breakdown In North-South relations 

can best be addressed through the establishment of 

(a) A benevolent, liberal and pluralis tic democracy in Nor thern 
Ireland in which both communities share; which disadvantages (\r ~ 
neither and which fully protects all individuals and groups. ~ ~~ 

~ 
(b) An Inter-Irish Rela tions Commi t tee _to 'facttHi 

between Belfas t and Dublin 
two could co-operate, 
economic benefits for 
would fur ther form an 
de tails 0 f which will be 

~rt-~S=,--~'-~~lleve 

Irish people as a 
integral part of a larger body, 

tabled during Strand 3 discussions. 

It would be foolish to understate the difficulties which we 
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now seek to address, tor they are very great, but we are certain 

tha t the advantages which can be obtained for all our peoples 

are a prize for which it is worthwhile taking a risk. 

Our goals are peace and Justice. We desire an end of violence, 

to sectarian and religious bigotry and to mutual suspicion 

throughout Ireland. We pursue a political stability which can 

provide social and economic progress that will exclude no one. 

We seek to estRbllShB"elRtlOnShlPS both between Northern 

Ireland and the Irish Republic and be tween the Irish Republic 

and the United Kingdom, to which everyone can contribute and 

which threaten no one. 

We recall the tripartite agreement in 1925 which provided for 

Joint meetings between the Government of the Irish Free State 

and the Northern Ireland Government. Meetings took place under 

this provision but, regretably, they ended at the insistance 

of the Irish Government. 

In short, we aspire to carry out the work which realistically 

should have been done seventy years ago. Th e fail u r e to do 

this was a sin which has been visited on each genera Hon ever 

since. 

During the course of discussions we will tender a number of 

papers on subjects which we regard as critical to progress. 

While some of these might be considered contentious, they are 

matters which cannot be ignored if we are to follow the criterion 

that "all things are on the table". 
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We will, in due course submit papers on the histodcal and political 

background to the present breakdown in relationships. 

The ideal Nationalist solution was, and is, a united thirty 

two county independent Irish Republic. The ideal Unionis t 

solution was, and is, a united thirty two county It"eland fully 

integrated within the United Kingdom. Both have proved mutually 

exclusive; both have proved impossible to achieve. Both are 

literally pipedreams. 

Unionists have always held firm to the belief that Ireland Q 
be part of the United Kingdom, that all parts of the Kingdom 

should be treated equally and that no region should suffer unfairly 

in any re spec-t. 

Unionists accept that failure, in the past, to provide acceptable 

and equitable government for all parts of the United KIngdom 

provided a genuine desire by some within Ireland for separation. 

Nationalists must equally recognise that UnionIsts did not, 

and do not, accept that the Kingdom cannot provide, within its 

framework, a sa tisfactory government for all I ts cons ti tuent 

parts and for all its citizens, whatever their aspiration. 

We will refer to papers on comparative studies on the social 

and economic progress made by both parts of Ireland in general 

since 1921, and in particular comparison will be made between 

two Ulster counties .... one ruled from Dublin and the other from 

Belfast. 
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We do not and will never accept that Not'thern Ireland can give 

up its right to self-determination. The constitutional future 

for Nor thern Ireland is en tirely a ma t te1' for the people of 

Northern Ireland and mus t be fully respected by the Irish 

Government. This position is based on international law and 

we will illustrate the legitimacy of our position in more detailed 

form, by the submission of a document entitled 'Self Determination 

and Sovereign Equal1 tyro 

We will reason, therein, that the 1931 Irish Constitution with 

its claim to our terri tory and people contained wi thin the 

Preamble and within Articles 2 and 3 is illegitimate in inter-

na tional law and remains an obs tacle to progres s. 

The background to these articles is well known. In efrect they 

illegally cons t1 tu ted a repudia tion by Mr De Valera of the legi timacy 

of the recogni tion of Northern Ireland contained in the Treaty 

(Confirma tion of Amending Agreement) Act 1925. Article I of 

the schedule of that Act was in the following terms: 

"The powers conferred (by the 1921 treaty in relation 
to the Boundary 
extent of Northern 
of Ireland Act 1921 
shall be such as 
1 of that Act". 

Commission) are hereby resolved and the 
Ireland for the purposes of the Government 
and of the said Articles of Agreement 
was fixed by sub- section (2) of section 

The text of the Act spoke of, 

"The Bri tish Government and the Government of the Irish 
Free state, being united In amity In this undertaking 
with the Government of Northern Ireland, and being resolved 
mutually to aid one another In a spirf t of neighbourly 
comr ade ship ... n. 
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This Act was end'H.sed by the thl'ee Padlaments within the Bdtish 

Is le san d was r e g i s t ere d by the Go v er nm e n t 0 f the I r ish F r e e 

State with the League of Nations - a body of which Mr De Valera 

was later to become a distinguished President. 

The Act has never formally been repealed and 

enshrines is s till valid in interna tional law. 

the agreement it 

It, with the 

1921 act is in fact the legal basis for the very existence of 

an Irish State separate from the United Kingdom. We do not 

accept that the illegitimate repudiation of the 1925 agreement 

can be taken to indica te tha t arM trary abroga tion by one 

contracting party to an Interna tional agreement invalida tes 

that agreement. The enduring wrong created by the 1937 Constitution 

mus t be made righ t. 

The relevant provis ions ar e:-

Preamble 

In the Name of the Most Holy Trinity, from Whom is all authority 

and to Whom, as our final end, all actions both of men and states 

must be referred, 

We, the people of Eire, 

Humbly acknowledging all our obligations to our Divine Lord, 

our fathers through centuries of Jesus Christ, Who sustained 

trial, 

Gl'atefully remembering their heroic and unremitting struggle 

to regain the rightful independence of our Nation, 
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) 

And ~ee~ng to promote the common good, with due observance 

of Prudence, Jus tice and Char! ty, so tha t the digni ty and freedom 

of the individual may be assured, true social order attained, 

the unity of our country restored, and concord established with 

other na tIons, 

Do hereby adopt, enact, and give to ourselves this Constitution. 

THE NATION 

Ar tiele 2 

The national territory consists of the whole island of Ireland, 

its islands and the territorial seas. 

Ar tiele 3 

Pending the re-integration of the national territory, and 

without prejudice to the right of the parliament and Government 

established by this Constitution to exercise jurisdiction over 

the whole of tha t terri tory, the laws enacted by the parliament 

shall have the like area and extent of appl1ca tion as the laws 
'\ 

of Saorstat Eireann and the like extra-territorial effect. 

The interpreta tion of these provisions was given by the Supreme 

Court in the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Bill (1977). It asserted 

the Right of the Nation as distinct from the Right of the State:-

"One of the theories held in 1931 by a substantial number 

of citizens was that a Nation, as distinct from a State, 
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had l'i~hts: that the Idsh people living in what is now 

called the Republic of Ireland and in Nor thern Ireland 

together formed the Irish nation; that a nation has a right 

to unity of territory in some form, be it as a unitary 

or federal state; and that the Government of Ireland Act 

1920 though legally binding, was a violation of that national 

right to unity which was superior to positive law". 

Thus, the people of Northern Ireland were eifectively, within 

the law of the Irish Republic, denied the inalienable right 

to self-de termina tion. 

These provisions were further defined in McGimpsey V Ireland 

(1990) by the Supreme Court. Articles 2 and 3, when read with 

the Preamble, were deemed to mean that, 

"The reintegration ot the na tional territory IS~ l cons ti tu tional impera Uve" 

and a claim of Legal Right to the territory of Northern Ireland. This 

leads one to the conclusion tha t in Idsh Law:-

(1) the recogni tion afforded by the Irish Government to Northern 
Ireland is (and can only be) that of de facto acknowledgement. 

(11) the reference to Article 3 by the Supreme Court in this 
case means that none of the multi-national agreements to 
which the Irish Republic is a party concerning International 
fl'ontiers (such as the Helsinki Final Act of CSCE), can, 
as a matter of domestic law, override the provIsions of 
Articles 2 &. 3. 
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In !act the Helsinki as .surances given by the Irish Government 

are, as a matter of Irish constitutional law, enti'rely worthles~ 
c 

as far as the legal s ta tus of Northern Ireland is concerned. 

r nth i s r e g a r d , the ass u ran c e s g i v e n by the I r 1 s h Go v e r nm e n t 

under the Anglo Irish Agreement are, and were clearly known 

to be, entirely worthless. 

This point was confirmed in the McGlmpsey case when their senior 

counsel Mr Hugh O'Flaherty, S.C., now Mr Justice O'Flaherty 

of the Supreme Court Bench, quoted Article la. of the Anglo-Irish 

Agr e ement. ... tha t the two Government s:-

"affirm that any change in the status of Northern It'eland 

would only come about with the consent of a majority of 

the people of Nor thern Ireland". 

Mr Owen Fi tzsimons, S.C. representing the Irish Government and 

instructed by the Chief State Solicitor, was scathing In his 

l.'esponse:-

"Now, Mr. O'Flaherty referred to Article 1, my Lord, headed 

The Status of Northern Ireland. When one reads that Article, 

one looks at the s ta t us of Nor thern Ireland, it is not 

defined at all. It is carefully no t defined, my Lord, 

carefully no t defined". 

In practice the four Minis ters 51 t ting opposi te are under no 

obligation to act in good faith nor to behave honourably towards 

Unionists whom they meet here today. Their ConstituUon, as 
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interpreted by the Supreme Court, places an obligation upon 

them to seek t~e:!r~Northern Ireland. How are we to overcome 

such an impediment to progress? 

It is, the r e for e , a m a tt e r for the pr e s en t I r1 s h Go v e r nm en t 

to s ta te clearly how it in tends to make a wor thwhile and binding 

agreement wi th Unionis ts under the auspices of these talks. 

Is it prepared to free itself from the constraints of the 1937 

Constitution? It is incumbent upon the Government of the Irish 

(\ Republic to finally demons tra te its commltmen t to In terna tlonal 

Law. 

The position of the Irish Constitution is properly an issue 

for Strand 3, since it is clearly a matter relating to the 

Cons tit u tional position of the United Kingdom of Great Bri tain 

and Northern Ireland and must be a matter for the two Governments 

to agree. 

\ 
However, we serve no tice now, under the rule tha t "no thing is 

agreed until everything is agreed", tha t we will no t enter into 

any arrangements whils t the Republlc's har sh, irreden tis t 

and uncompromising territorial claim is extant. Our pOSition 

Is based upon accepted principles of International law on self 

determination, the United Nations Charter and the Treaty of 

Rome. 

The Irish Constitution was a child of its time, insorar as the 

concept of "lebensraum" was an accepted doctrine wi thin the 
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Europe ot the 19305. That doctrine was, however, subsequently 

discredl ted after the horrendous sufferlngs of the 1940s and 

has certainly no place within our Europe of today as we progress 

toward the 21st century. 

Terrorism and the rule of law provides an absolutely crucial 

area to be addressed. Surely we all regret the wanton waste 

of so many lives over the past 20 years. Use of violence to 

further political objectives, and the equally immoral toleration 

of such violence within a democracy are entirely unacceptable. 

We would emphasise that the parties here today are not involved 

In "peace talks", because the belllgerents cannot be afforded 

a place at the negotiating table with constitutional parties. 

However, we would not be engaging in the present dialogue If 

we did not consider that real progress can be made to bring 

about a peaceful state of affairs in Ireland. 

The problem appears to be, how does a democracy combat internal 

terroris t forces and s till remaIn a democracy? 

We have practical s ugges tions to put forward and will do so 

in a more detailed form, which will address the role of securi ty 

agencies throughout these islands and beyond. Comparisons will 

be drawn (and we will subml t papers as required) be tween the 

security services and the other branches of state institutions 

both in Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic. These will 

underline our view that terrorism can be comprehensively defeated 

where there is a real will to do so. 
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Fot' instance, it is a mattet' ot rec:ol'd that the bulk ot recent 

lethal supplies to Provisional IRA has been "imported" through 

the Irish Republic. Although we accep t tha t the Gal'da Siochana 

are fully commi t led to enf'orC'ing the rule of law, we will expand 

the v.iew tha t much more can be achieved. 

A further paper on the international dimension of terrorism 

with par ticular reference to the Uni ted Na tions' actions agains t 

Libya and Libya's response will be submitted. An issue to be 

addressed will be how we may set about securing full and adequate 

reparation for the deep suffering inflicted upon our community. 

We have expressed, In Strand 1, our views on Human RIghts and 

have submit ted our propo s als for a Bill of Righ t s for Nor thern 

Ireland. We will seek to expand upon this crucial topic in a 

paper which will consider communi ty law and precede.'nt, and the 

effectiveness of such measures in secul'ing'individual and communi ty 

rights and freedoms. 

ques tion of extradi tion. 

We may also wish to consider the vexed 

When the Irish Republic's illegitima te t err it 0 rlal claim is 

removed, we will be bet ter able to respond lo the concerns of 

a friendly neighbour; not least because what happens in Northern 

Ireland can have ramHica tions for the whole island. But lhis 

must, logically, be a two-way process and it wIll be easier 

to do business with a neighbour who can demonstrate that he 

does not demand more from, than he is prepared to concede to, 

the rela tionship. 
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( 

We recognise tha t the island ot Ireland is an economically deprived 

region on the periphery of mainstream European Community activity. 

Close co-operation between Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic 

on a basis of equality is not only desirable, but may be crucial 

in creating the prosperity that all our people deserve and expect. 

Notwithstanding the declared intent oC Irish nationalism in 

Poblach na hEireann (1916) wherein it as ser ted, 

" ... equal rights and equal opportunities to all its 
ci tizens, and declare its re solve to pur s ue the happines s 
and prosperity of the whole nation and of all its parts, 
cherishing all the children of the na tion equally". 

Yet, we note that the Irish Republic's Government under the 
terms of Article 4(c) of the Anglo-Irish Agreement now wishes 
to, 

" pu t forward views and proposals on the modali ties 
of bringing about devolution . in Northern Ireland, insofar 
as they relate to the interests of the minority community". 

Consequently, it is now clear tha t Dublin only has a concern 

for the wellbeing of the 50-called minority community within 

Nor thern Ireland. No new rela tionship can succeed if 1 t Is 

the in ten tion of the Id sh Republic's Government to per sis t 

along such devisive and sectarian line5. 

We further acknowledge that the immoral use of violence by various 

pal' amili t a ry organi s a ti on s in No r the rn Ireland ha sad! r ect 

effect on the safety and economic wellbeing of the citizens 
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of the Republic, and tha t the Dublin Government therefore has 

an obligation to facilitate stable political institutions in 

this portion of the Unlt·?d Kingdom. 

Through our discussions we will seek ways of supporting such 

an obUga tion by de fining a mechanism which will taclli ta te 

a permanent dialoguE'; and permi t the devolved adminis tra Uon 

in Bel!as t and the Dublin Government a cons tan t and ongoing 

method of doing business together. 

We, within the Clster Unionist Party, anticipate that any future 

relationship within the island will not, only be',.cordlal and 

unthreatenlng, but will be of lasting p'i~actical bene.fit for 

all our people through close co-opera tion between both parts 

of out' island. We intend to work uns tintlngly to that end. 

,.;.~, 

\ 

End. 

Page 22. 

C
AI

N
: S

ea
n 

Fa
rre

n 
Pa

pe
rs

 (h
ttp

s:
//c

ai
n.

ul
st

er
.a

c.
uk

/s
ea

n_
fa

rre
n/

)




