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10 DOWNING STREET
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From the Private Secretary 7 April 1994

Deu/ S/‘}m on,
LETTERS FROM GERRY ADAMS

Thank you for your letter of 6 April, and your further comments on the
draft reply to Gerry Adams’ two letters.

I enclose the final version of the reply from Roderic Lyne to Gerry
Adams, which the Prime Minister has agreed. I should be grateful if you
would arrange for it to be forwarded by fax to the Sinn Fein offices in Belfast
today.

The Prime Minister has agreed that we should publish the reply, but not
Gerry Adams’ letters. We need to co-ordinate today over timing of the letter’s
publication, and the line to take with the press.

I am copying this letter to the recipients of yours.

%m ever;
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MS PHILIPPA LESLIE-JONES

Simon Rogers Esq
Northern Ireland Office

CONFIDENTIAL

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference PREM 19/4778

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference PREM 19/4778

This dialogue would have the following purposes:

(i)  to explore the basis upon which Sinn Fein would come to be admitted to
an inclusive political talks process to which the British Government is
committed but without anticipating the negotiations within that process;

to exchange views on how Sinn Fein would be able over a period to play
the same part as the current constitutional parties in the public life of
Northern Ireland;

(iii) to examine the practical consequences of the ending of violence.

We await a positive response. The people of the island of Ireland, north
and south, and from both traditions, want violence to stop now, not temporarily
but for good. So do their governments.

The Joint Declaration offers the way forward. Sinn Fein can take it. Or
reject it. But if violence continues, it will only be because Sinn Fein have
spurned the opportunity to enter the democratic process.

In view of the importance of these issues to the people of these islands,
the Prime Minister has decided to make this letter publicly available.
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RODERIC LYNE

Gerry Adams Esq
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