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Recent News ‘

Encouraged by positive response  19/07/2007

Difficult Task of Linking Truth and 04/07/2007

Justice

HTR Seeks Meeting with ‘Legacy’  25/06/2007
Group

Community Support for Day of 19/06/2007
Private Reflection

A Day of Private Reflection is 02/05/2007

launched

Day of Private Reflection: 21 June 18/04/2007

2007

Community Relations Week Events 03/04/2007

March & April Open Meetings 12/03/2007

London Events: Making Peace with 07/03/2007

the Past

HTR Bulletin - Spring 2007 05/03/2007

HTR welcomes call to deal with the 20/02/2007

past while urging caution

Open Meetings 05/02/2007

Commemoration Roundtable Event 19/01/2007

Making Peace with the Past - 13/12/2006

Leinster House

News

Difficult Task of Linking Truth and Justice o4s07/2007

Article published in the Belfast Telegraph - Wednesday 04 July 2007

After Peter hain announced the formation of a consultant group to deal with
the past Roy McClelland of Healing through Remembering says it faces a

difficult job

The announcement of the formation of an Independent Consultant Group set
up by Secretary of State Peter Hain is a welcome sign that the Government
recognises that dealing with our conflictual past is one of the great
unresolved issues of our peace process. If the conflict is not to be repeated
by future generations, it is important that we all examine this issue and find a

way to deal with the past that helps to build a better future for us all.

However as an organisation which has been working in this area for over
seven years Healing Through Remembering (HTR) has concerns about the
approach to this complex issue. For this reason we have written to the
Consultant Group - which will be headed by Lord Eames and Denis Bradley -
inviting them to meet with us. Here | will touch on some of the challenges

that lie ahead not only for the group but also for others in society.

The Group will find that they have not been presented with an easy task. As a
Government-commissioned body they will have access to resources which we
- as an independent organisation that neither takes funding from
Governments nor is designated for victims’ services - do not have. However

the hurdles to this work are not necessarily in terms of resources.
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Public Meeting on Making Peace 15/11/2006
with the Past

Making Peace with the Past in 06/11/2006
Westminster

Options for Truth Recovery 31/10/2006
A Day of Reflection. Why Bother?  18/09/2006
WANTED: Ideas on a Museum to 30/08/2006
the Conflict in and about Northern

Ireland

HTR Board 2006/2007 12/06/2006

Storytelling As The Vehicle? Report 07/06/2006

Launch

Notice of AGM 15/05/2006
International Experiences of Days 10/03/2006
of Remembrance and Reflection

Launch

Concerns Over BBC Programme 14/02/2006
"Facing The Truth"

Storytelling As The Vehicle? 07/11/2005
Storytelling Audit Launch 27/09/2005
Talks Must Address The Past 16/09/2004

Select a item from the above list to read the full

story.

Visit our Forum
Interact and read news from the forum
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This is an emotive topic. For many, even discussing options on dealing with
the past is a painful experience - some find it hard to discuss, while others
feel that their views have been sought before but have not been heeded.
There is also an enormous amount of distrust - one of the legacies of the past
that must be addressed, but which paradoxically makes it even harder to do
so. Many feel unequipped to engage and the issues of hierarchy loom large

due to the difference in capacity to even debate the areas of this work.

Like the members and staff of HTR, the Group will need to consider both
their own individual background and views, and their collective make-up. This
impacts not only how they consider the task and the challenges before them,
but also how others view them, and thereby engage with their consultation.
Unlike HTR they will have the added burden that they are commissioned in
their work by a Government that is itself a party to the last decades of
violence. Their final report may well make uncomfortable reading for some,

not least those who have commissioned it.

It is unfortunate that the debate regarding their formation seems to be linked
to the financial cost involved in the on-going inquiries into events in the
conflict. They will need to look not just at the complicated issues of truth,
acknowledgement and justice but also to consider alternative ways of dealing
with the past. It struck HTR that the embargo for the press release
announcing the team was at one minute after the end of 21 June, a day on
which HTR had invited individuals to reflect privately on the conflict. We are
inviting feedback from individuals and groups on the merit or dangers that
this day presented so as to inform any decision on holding a future Day of
Reflection. As well as a Day of Reflection and processes of Truth Recovery
and Acknowledgement, HTR is also exploring the ideas of a living memorial
museum, a network of commemoration initiatives and a collective storytelling

process as ways of dealing with the past.

While the needs of victims must be central to any solutions for dealing with

the past, it is also important that the issue is not seen simply in terms of
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victims and perpetrators. This is an issue for all of society. Unless we consider
what caused the conflict to start and to grow we have little real chance of
preventing a recurrence of violence in later generations. There are hard
guestions to be asked, not only of those engaged in the violence but also of
institutions and organisations, including for example the churches, political

parties, media, health services, education and housing organisations.

This is also a challenge for those with political power the British and Irish
Governments and in particular our elected devolved Government at the
Assembly to ensure that they do not consider that this issue is being ‘dealt
with’ and therefore can be ignored in favour of less contentious areas of their
work. A watch must be kept on this issue and the work of the Group; the
conclusions will have implications not only for us but for the generations to

come.

Roy McClelland is Chairperson of HTR, chair of the Bamford Review of Mental
Health and Learning Disability and Professor Emeritus of Mental Health at

Queen’s University Belfast.

<< back a page top of the page ™

#=s,, Healing Through Remembering Alexander House, 17a Ormeau Avenue, Belfast, Northern Ireland. BT2 8HD Tel: 028 9023 8844 email us

Site designed & produced by Three Creative Company Ltd

http://www.healingthroughremembering.org/sub_htr_common/common_news.asp?groupl D=1& newsl D=125 (3 of 3)19/07/2007 13:28:01


javascript:history.back(1);
mailto:info@healingthroughremembering.org
http://www.three-ni.com/

	healingthroughremembering.org
	Healing Through Remembering


	DKLAPNCKMGMPCFCJIKLFPMMHKKDELEMF: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [none]





