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Leaks slammed

Monday 03 November 2008 09:16
Appointments Chief slams Victim Commission leaks

Northern Ireland”s public appointments chief was told the names of the Victims Commissioners in a supermarket a fortnight before
they were released.
Felicity Huston™s annual report says some applicants were informed of their success via the press amid gossip and speculation.

The four-strong Victims™ Commission was established earlier this year to represent survivors of the decades-long conflict.

Details of the post holders were revealed in January.

NORDMENDE

They are broadcaster Mike Nesbitt and ex-interim victims™ commissioner Bertha HOME ECONOMIGS
McDougall, whose RUC Reservist husband was killed by the INLA.

The others are Patricia MacBride, whose brother was killed by the SAS and
whose father died 17 months after being shot by loyalists, and Brendan
McAllister of Mediation NI.

All positions are full-time and receive £65,000 a year.

Ms Huston has completed an audit report on the competition but said it would be
inappropriate to publish it while a judicial review was considered.

Ms Huston has expressed her "deep disappointment” about the leaking of the
information.

The Office of the First and Deputy First Minister (OFMDFM) ran the recruitment
competition, although Ms Huston doesn"t say where the leaks originated.

She expressed surprise that no formal complaints had been received but asked how those responsible for disclosing the information
would feel if similar information about their job application was made known.

The Commissioner also highlighted a two-year wait for the OFMDFM to produce an extra member of staff for her under-pressure
office.

She said there was a clear conflict in regulating the work of a department that in turn funds and sponsors the office. Even computer
records are kept on an OFMDFM system.

"In a nutshell, the Office of the Commissioner for Public Appointments Northern Ireland NI (OCPANI) is not independent of the
department it is charged with regulating,"she added.
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