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RIR march in Belfast

Monday 03 November 2008 10:41
Thousands attend homecoming march

A homecoming parade for soldiers returning from Afghanistan and Iraq has passed off largely peacefully in Belfast city centre.
Police kept rival loyalist and republican groups apart as a Sinn Fein protest against the soldiers’ parade reached Howard Street.

A massive security operation was launched from early on Sunday morning, with
police setting up checkpoints on the main routes into and out of the city. NORDMENDE

HOME ECONOMICSE

A dissident republican march from the west of the city was prevented from going
ahead by police.

Organisers had not received permission from the Parades Commission.

The soldiers then attended a reception at the Waterfront Hall, before making
their way to a church service at St. Anne”s Cathedral.

e Disturbance: A number of large fireworks were thrown by
Loyalists as Republican demonstrators stood waiting for the parade. Police in riot
gear kept the two groups apart. Liam Creagh reports.

Fireworks were also thrown at police in Royal Avenue and York Street and a car was damaged on the Westlink after a firework was
thrown on to the carriageway.

A police officer was injured after a can was thrown in Fisherwick Place.

Police were also attacked with stones at the bottom of Divis Street.
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On 2 Nov at 13:20 - east belfast lady from belfast said:

Welcome home boys enjoy your day as you deserve it and its great to see
you all back No mater what its your day and hope you all enjoy it.
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On 2 Nov at 13:53 - BALLYSILLAN SURPORTER from BALLYSILLAN said:

thank you for such a good parade there was such a good turn im sure the
troops felt like thay were on top of the would marching pass the city hall
thanks again lads for the parade good to see you all home safe

On 2 Nov at 13:53 - michael wilgar from bangor said:

I was at the parade, it was great to see such a massive turn out
supporting our brave troops, a lot of them so young. it was just a dam
shame that the republicans felt it necessary to protest against these
soilders who are out fighting for there country. Shame on those who
protested.

On 2 Nov at 14:32 - Paul from Toronto said:

There now they had their wee parade.Hope all concerned are happy
about the cost to the taxpayer.ls there not more important things to
spend thousands of pounds on.What a waste of money.

On 2 Nov at 15:30 - Steve from Ballymoney said:

As a soldier in 1R Irish it was wonderful to see the public support for our
regiment and all those servicemen and women who come from the Island
of Ireland to serve Queen and country. Faugh A Ballagh & God Save the
Queen

On 2 Nov at 16:46 - tracey hanna from livingston said:

im glad are british soldiers got the welcome home they deservered,its the
Queens highway so they had to march

On 2 Nov at 17:07 - ernest from newtownabbey said:

did the protest sf where holding not meant to be about the war in iraq
ect ? why was there collusion banners there ? why was sf allowed to let
the ira marshall its parade ? why was sf allowed to break a parades
commision ruling by bringing more to the protest than had been agreed ?
why did gerry adams say on national tv that belfast was the 2nd oldest
city in ireland and is an irish city ? is he getting senile in his old age ? did
loyalists not outnumber republican protestors 50 to 1 ? see for ages we
have heard that republicans will do everything to stop this parade , what
happened today lads ? the people of belfast spoke today with there feet ,
thousands lined the parade route from start to finish and all the people
there where a credit to our great unionist city , belfast is and always will
be british mr adams , by the way gerry , what is it like to finally see a
real army with real hero's ? we are the people !

On 2 Nov at 18:01 - che from Portadown said:

Congratulations to the participants and organisers of the well deserved
homecoming parade in Belfast city centre. The dignified manner in which
the spectators conducted themselves is also to be applauded. As usual
the Sinn Fein propoganda machine moved at speed to exagerate the one
small incident that did occur. The restraint shown by those spectators
that witnessed the shameful protest by Sinn Fein is not to be
understated. Perhaps Adams and co should take a moment to reflect on
the fact that the reason they have the freedom to protest is because that
freedom has been attained and sustained by the sacrifice of the very
soldiers they choose to protest against.
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what a lovely day it has been for our boys in the RIR it was great to see
them marching so proudly and to see and hear the crowds cheering for
them. god bless them all.

Brilliant day,Troops got the return they deserve.Pity about the media
reports 30 seconds of the parade 1 minute of sinn fein, Typical.
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