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Robert McCartney

Thursday 19 June 2008 13:59
Diplock jury refuse to stop case
The Diplock, no jury judge hearing the evidence in the Robert McCartney murder trial has refused defence applications to stop the

case.

Delivering his ruling at Belfast Crown Court, Mr Justice Gillen said he had considered all the evidence in the case and reflected on the
applications made by the defence lawyers.

He concluded that in relation to the charges of affray and assault, "the evidence is not so weak or discredited that it could not
conceivably support a guilty verdict.”

He added that the identification evidence of the three main witnesses is "not so
poor and unsupported that | could not conceivably convict on the strength of it.” nicarfi nd’—er\‘cc)\ U |<
- -

Turning to the murder charge faced by 51-year-old Terence Malachy Davison, Mr
Justice Gillen said he had come to a similar conclusion because the evidence of
Witness C included a description of Mr McCartney s attacker "making swiping
movements" with his arm which would be consistent with a stabbing motion.

's f

Take NI's fastest route
The judge said he was satisfied the description of the movements as well as the

identification of Davison from Witness C was not so poor or unsupported or the 1.0 buying or S'E"ing

evidence so weak or discredited that it could not conceivably support a guilty
verdict.
your cdar.

Davison, along with 47-year-old Joseph Fitzpatrick and James McCormick (39)
all deny a charge of affray.

Davison alone is accused of stabbing father-of-two Mr McCartney outside Driven by the Belfast Telegraph
Magennis~s Bar close to the Markets area of Belfast during an incident on ’ ’

January 30, 2005.
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