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Flanagan apologises
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Omagh families call for inquiry after apology 
 
Former Northern Ireland police chief Sir Ronnie 
Flanagan was today urged to build on his 
apology to the families of people killed in the 

Omagh bomb by participating in a cross-border independent inquiry. 

 

 

 
Michael Gallagher, whose son Aidan was among 29 people killed in the 
1998 Real IRA attack, welcomed Sir Ronnie`s apology to families, 
describing it as a positive step. 
 
However as he attended a conference for victims of terrorism across the 
world in Madrid, Mr Gallagher said a cross-border inquiry was needed to 
focus on failings in investigations in Northern Ireland and the Irish 
Republic. 
"Obviously this is a positive thing," he told the Press Association. 
 
"However I think it is important people remember that there have been 
investigations into the Omagh bomb in Northern Ireland and the Republic 
for over nine and a half years. 
 
"There have been serious failings at all levels on both sides of the border 
and the only way to address all these issues is through a comprehensive 
independent cross-border public inquiry rather than having them raised in 
a piecemeal fashion. 
 
"Sir Ronnie is someone who could bring a lot of knowledge and help to an 
independent inquiry and I would hope he would freely go and open up." 
 
Last month South Armagh man Sean Hoey was cleared of the Omagh 
murders and a series of other dissident republican attacks. 
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In setting the 39-year-old electrician free, trial judge Mr Justice Weir 
delivered a damning assessment of the RUC. 
 
He highlighted malpractice at every stage of evidence gathering 
procedures during the case. 
 
After meeting Victor Barker, whose 12-year-old son James was also killed 
in the 1998 atrocity, Sir Ronnie Flanagan publicly said he was sorry for 
the botched investigation. 
 
However he refused to step down as head of Her Majesty`s Inspectorate 
of Constabulary which advises the Home Office on policing. 
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VOTING POLL SEARCH ARCHIVES UTV NEWS ON AIR

 
The Stormont budget has been announced, 
do you think Peter Robinson got it right? 
Which department do you think needs the 
most money? Vote and leave your 
comment below. 

 
 

 
Post a comment   [ 3 comments so far ]  

  

 
Browse through the online news, sport and 
entertainment archives.

 
Enter a keyword above and select the newsroom 
section to search.

 

 
Watch the latest UTV Live at 6 bulletin.
 
Select the quality of your version depending on 
your internet connection

 
Click below to browse through the archives of 
online streaming news.
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