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Finucane inquiry put 'on hold' 
 
The British government put on hold 18 months 
ago preparations for a public inquiry into the 

controversial murder of Belfast solicitor Pat Finucane, it emerged today. 

 

 

 
As she prepared for what will be her family`s final meeting with Bertie 
Ahern before he stands down as Irish Taoiseach next month, Geraldine 
Finucane, whose husband was gunned down by loyalists in his north 
Belfast home in 1989, revealed they had recently discovered a decision 
was taken Peter Hain to stop preparations for the inquiry. 
 
Mrs Finucane said ahead of today`s meeting with Mr Ahern in 
Government Buildings in Dublin: "On April 7, 2008, my solicitor received a 
letter from the Northern Ireland Office, which stated that, 18 months ago 
in autumn 2006, a decision was taken by the then Secretary of State, 
Peter Hain, to cease all preparations for an inquiry.

 

 
"We were not informed of 
this decision at the time. 
 
"The letter stated that the 
decision was taken because 
my family refused to accept 
ministerial control of an 
inquiry under the notorious 
Inquiries Act 2005. 
 
"They appear to be saying 
that unless we agree that 
British Government 
ministers should be allowed 
to control what information 
the inquiry is permitted to 
examine in public, there will 
be no inquiry at all." 
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In 2003, former Metropolitan Police chief Sir John Stevens reported his 
investigative team had uncovered evidence that rogue elements in British 
Army intelligence and the Royal Ulster Constabulary colluded with the 
Ulster Freedom Fighters in the murder of Mr Finucane and a student, 
Adam Lambert two years earlier. 
 

  E-mail this story to a friend Post your comment / Your Stories 
 
COMMENT TRACKER: 
LOGIN to track comments on this story 
 
 
 

 

 1 comment(s)  post your comment

 On 24 Apr at 10:51 - Sam M from Belfast said:  

 

 
When it comes to justice for nationalists, one thing the British will never 
run out of - whitewash brushes. 
 

 

ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS Content provided by entertainment.ie 

FILM: DOOMSDAY 
 
DIRECTOR: Neil Marshall 
 
STARRING: Rhona Mitra, Adrian Lester, 
Malcolm McDowell 
 
DETAILS: UK / US / 105mins (18) 
 
RATING:  
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 GIGS 
Lloyd Cole... 

 THEATRE 
A Wake In The West... 

 COMEDY 
The International Comedy Club... 

 CLUBBING 
Rubys Club... 

 FESTIVAL 
Ladyfest Cork 2008... 
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VOTING POLL SEARCH ARCHIVES UTV NEWS ON AIR

 
30 grammar schools are to set up their own transfer 
test in place of the 11-Plus, do you think they are right 
to do so? Vote and leave a comment.

 
 

 
Post a comment   [ 52 comments so far ]  

  

 
Browse through the online news, sport and entertainment 
archives.

 
Enter a keyword above and select the newsroom section to 
search.

 

 
Watch the latest UTV Live at 6 bulletin.
 
Select the quality of your version depending on 
your internet connection

 
Click below to browse through the archives of 
online streaming news.
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