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/ Victims' commissioner appointment a ‘sop
to DUP*

The appointment of a police widow as Northern
Ireland's interim victims' commissioner was designed to placate the DUP,
a report confirmed today.

An investigation by Lord Scott for the Attorney General said the choice of
Bertha McDougall was intended to placate lan Paisley”s party.

However he cleared the former Northern Ireland Secretary Peter Hain,
who made the appointment, and his officials of attempting to mislead the
courts over a Freedom of Information request for information about the
recruitment competition.
Nationalists had criticised
the Northern Ireland Office
action as a political sop to
unionists after the October
2005 appointment.
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The dossier said: "In fact,
Mrs McDougall had been
nominated by the DUP and
her appointment was
intended to be a confidence
building measure towards
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"In all the circumstances

@ Wireless routers give you access
the appointment was ' anywhere in your home
indeed, as Justice Girvan

found, politically motivated, though as he noted this in no way reflected
on Mrs McDougall™s competence or integrity."
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Mr Justice Girvan oversaw a High Court review of the appointment after
Brenda Downes, whose husband John was a police plastic bullet victim
from west Belfast, challenged the appointments procedure.

He highlighted a misleading response to Mrs Downes™ request for
information from the Government and Lord Scott was brought in to
investigate the matter.

Today s paper said: "Neither the officials in the NIO nor those in the
Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister (OFMDFM) acted in
relation to the Freedom of Information Act response with the intention of
obstructing or perverting the course of justice.

"The effect on the subsequent litigation was neither foreseen nor intended
by those involved, nor was it appreciated during the early stages of the
litigation."

Lord Scott found the misleading response from the Office of the First and
Deputy First Minister was probably inspired by the "misguided” view of a
senior civil servant that the department couldn™t reveal the political
motivation and preferred to leave it to the NIO.

"The Secretary of State was not at the material times aware of the Fol
request, nor was he involved in any way in dealing with it," he added.

Lord Scott ruled out any police inquiry into the court hearings.

Mr Hain said today: "Lord Scott™s conclusion that there was no intention
on the part of any individuals to mislead or obstruct the court reaffirms
what | have always known to be the case.

"At all times | and my officials acted with complete integrity in this matter
and | am pleased that this thorough review has confirmed this."

The report made a series of recommendations about the handling of Fol
requests in future, including improved communication.

Sinn Fein~s MLA and Public Accounts Committee chairman John O~ Dowd
said there must be greater transparency from government.

"The serious abuses of procedure which this case exposed raised very
significant issues for Peter Hain and his department,” he said.

"This case has exposed the fact that the appointment of Bertha McDougall
was not just political but could never command the sort of cross-
community support required.

Current Northern Ireland Secretary Shaun Woodward welcomed the
"vindication" of officials.

"l am pleased that Lord Scott has concluded that there was no intention
on the part of individuals to mislead or obstruct the court.
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The integrity of all the officials concerned has been vindicated," he said.

The government would be studying the recommendations carefully, he
added.

24 E-mail this story to a friend Post your comment

COMMENT TRACKER:
LOGIN to track comments on this story

ENTERTAINMENT LISTINGS Content provided by entertainment.ie (&)

FILM: WAITRESS NOW SHOWING AT...

DIRECTOR: Adrienne Shelley. SEIRE (e Ui i e

STARRING: Keri Russell, Nathan Fillion, |Choose County... |
Adrienne Shelley, Jeremy Sisto.

DETAILS: US / 107mins (15A)

RATING: 4 s #r #r

ALL REWIEWWE=

VOTING POLL SEARCH ARCHIVES UTV NEWS ON AIR

Choose one >>

http://www.u.tv/newsroom/indepth.asp?id=83838& pt=n (3 of 4)26/07/2007 14:12:54


http://www.u.tv/newsroom/tellafriend.asp?url=http://u.tv/newsroom/indepth.asp?id=83838&pt=n&headline=Victims` commissioner appointment a `sop to DUP`
http://www.u.tv/newsroom/tellafriend.asp?url=http://u.tv/newsroom/indepth.asp?id=83838&pt=n&headline=Victims` commissioner appointment a `sop to DUP`
http://www2.u.tv/newsroom/comments.asp?id=83838&o=&pt=n&ps=#comments
http://www.u.tv/internet/tools/
http://entertainment.ie/
http://www.u.tv/newsroom/entertainment/movies.asp?n=0
javascript:get_Cinema_Values_inline('M5098', document.forms['frmM5098']);
http://www2.u.tv/newsroom/entertainment/gigs.asp?n=1&area=100009
http://entertainment.ie/event/Lee_Rodgers/2347020.htm
http://www2.u.tv/newsroom/entertainment/gigs.asp?n=2&area=100001
http://entertainment.ie/event/Caught_In_The_Net/2362360.htm
http://www2.u.tv/newsroom/entertainment/gigs.asp?n=4&area=100000
http://entertainment.ie/event/Comedy_Workshops/2365211.htm
http://www2.u.tv/newsroom/entertainment/gigs.asp?n=5&area=100010
http://entertainment.ie/event/Storm_Nightclub/2344401.htm
http://www2.u.tv/newsroom/entertainment/festivals.asp?n=3
http://www.feileiorras.org/
http://www.u.tv/polls
http://www.u.tv/newsroom/archive.asp?pt=n&htype=
javascript:alert('This option has been disabled. Apologies for any inconvenience caused.');
http://www.u.tv/newsroom/onair.asp?q=hi&pt=n
http://www.u.tv/newsroom/onairarchive.asp?pt=n

Privacy Policy |} House Rules | Acceptable Use Policy | UTV Corporate ;| u.tv Journalism |} UTV Local | Outside Broadcast Unit

Copyright © 2007 UTV Internet and the UTV plc Group. All rights reserved.

http://www.u.tv/newsroom/indepth.asp?d=83838& pt=n (4 of 4)26/07/2007 14:12:54


http://www.u.tv/polls/comments.asp?id=220
http://www.u.tv/privacypolicy.asp
http://www.u.tv/houserules.asp
http://www.u.tv/support/aup.asp
http://www.utvplc.com/
http://www.u.tv/newsroom/about.asp
http://www1.utvlocal.com/
http://www.utvplc.com/utv_outside_broadcast_unit.asp?sub=sv&sublk=utv_obu

	www.u.tv
	::: u.tv ::: 


	MEJOGLAGJPCABFODFADGAKLJLLBDBCII: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: Waitress
	f2: top_search
	f3: Waitress
	f4: [Choose County...]
	f5: 


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: searchbox
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: [Choose one >>]

	f5: 




