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Sorry Mr Paisley, but you HAVE let me down so badly - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph
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Sorry Mr Paisley, but you HAVE let me down so badly Ex-Tele snar
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It has been almost 30 years since Rita Morrison visits Bango

last saw her daughter Elizabeth. They were enjoying an evening together at the La Mon House
Hotel when the IRA detonated a fire bomb.

With terrifying screams resonating through the hotel and flames engulfing the room, Rita and her late
husband Ernie Crawford were pushed out of the hotel to safety, assuming their 24-year-old daughter and
son-in-law lan McCracken were behind them.

Breaking News

Rita and Ernie never saw Elizabeth or lan again. The young couple had been married for just 18 months.

Northwest Edition

Now, 83-year-old Rita bravely hides the heartache she has lived with for three decades as she cheerfully
greets fellow holidaymakers at the seaside resort of Newcastle where she is enjoying a short break with her

Business

new husband Evan.

Business Telegraph

It is not until she reads a Belfast Telegraph interview with lan Paisley that she becomes slightly agitated.

Sport

In the interview Mr Paisley stated that he has received support from IRA victims who back his decision to

Health

enter into power with Sinn Fein.

Features

"In this interview Mr Paisley says that he has received support from IRA victims but he doesn't mention all
those like me who cannot support him because we believe he has done a deal with terrorists, not with

Columnists

Roman Catholics, nationalists or republicans, but with terrorists," said Mrs Morrison.

Entertainment

She added: "I am one of many victims that does not agree with what Mr Paisley has done.

Homefinder

"My husband and | lost everything. In the interview Mr Paisley talks about his grandchildren. That is
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something my husband and | were robbed of. He doesn't have to live with the heartbreak that | do. All |

Archive

have left of my daughter is a little package of gold that was taken from her body. The package contains an
incinerated gold watch. Every time | look at that it is a heartbreak.
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"Mr Paisley should come and see that package. If that watch was incinerated what must my daughter's
body have been like? What about her husband's body? They couldn't be identified. Elizabeth was identified
by dental records and the gold jewellery taken off her body.

"lan was identified by a pin in his toe that was there for medical reasons.

Training

"I wonder if he (Mr Paisley) had have been in my position would he have entered into the agreement?"

« Dating

Mrs Morrison pauses for a moment. When she speaks again her voice is defiant.

"If he was in my position would he have made the same decision? | want him to listen to what happened to

4 Reader Offers

my daughter and son-in-law and then tell me, face to face, what his reasons were for entering into the
agreement. | want him to explain why, after for so many years of saying never, never, never, he suddenly
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said yes, yes, yes."

Without raising her eyes from the photograph of First Minister Paisley, Mrs Morrison describes the torment
she has suffered since that horrifying night in 1978.
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That night still haunts me. | had some very dark days afterwards. Why did we get out unharmed while
Elizabeth and lan perished? My life was completely ruined and my husband died of a broken heart.

"We were robbed of our only child. If God had have taken her in natural circumstances we may have been
able to accept it."

THE smiling face that greeted passers-by just 30 minutes before has now become sad and troubled-looking

Ireland's Saturday Night

as she adds: "I do want a way forward for Northern Ireland but this is not it. | can't see a way forward unless

there is a big change in government. The government needs cleaned up."

She wearily adds: "l am angry at the terrorists who took my daughter from me, | would not be human if |
said | was not.
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"l always say | don't hate them because | don't want to hate anybody. But as a Christian, if the Lord Jesus
has the power to forgive these men if they repent then so must I.

"But have they repented? Does Mr Paisley think they have repented?

"Nobody has ever apologised for what they did to my daughter and her husband, or to the families of the
other 10 victims that night. Apologies won't bring Elizabeth or lan back but I still would like one. That is all |
want to say, | want Mr Paisley to know why I, and so many other victims feel so let down by him."

Pausing for a few moments Mrs Morrison folds the newspaper and casts it onto the table. She then smiles
warmly at her new husband and says: "After a long time | have sunshine in my life again. The last bit of
sunshine | have is Evan who came into my life."

Rita Morrison's interview, and lan Paisley's original interview, can both be viewed in full at www.
belfasttelegraph.co.uk

More articles in Local & National

«+ Sports feast for summer in the city

. Carnrock chair is unveiled to mark longest day
It's easy being green at event in forest

PFI schemes under Stormont scrutiny

Irish musicians take international festivals by storm

Loadzajobs.cc
Your search ends h

Letter
Click here to

read your vie
—HDVERTISEFMEN

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national /article2676343.ece (2 of 4)21/06/2007 14:31:44


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690018.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690010.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2689998.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/article2689986.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2689978.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=11824331?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=11824331?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=11824331?

Sorry Mr Paisley, but you HAVE let me down so badly - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national/article2676343.ece (3 of 4)21/06/2007 14:31:44

Paisley interview

"Exclusive: Fi
Minister lan
Paisley talks
Ed Curran

IFA scoring
= |Gary Grattan

'™ [reports on th
+IFA'S succes
%M o |the pitch
n

Clowning around

—=Gary Grattar
®reports on th
day the circu
came to tow

'She is no longer

my daughter'
iKiller Crymb
mum talks
exclusively t
Telegraph

In Pictures . ..

News

Flooded Ulster
Sunny Northern Irelal
Devolution Day
Assembly Elections
Maze tumbles

Blair quits

Last watchtower
Carrick-a-rede

Events

Balmoral Show
Razorlight

St Patrick's Day
Mardis Gras
Justin Timberlake
Brit Awards 07

Sport

N Ireland v Sweden
Six Nations

World in Sport

Eye on the World

Welcome to 'Palestin
Robert Fisk: .

- coup d'état b
elected
government

'Road map to

peace is a lie'
General Gazl
talks to Dona
i Macintyre in’
Aviv

An interview with
America's most wante
Mogtada al-$
gives rare
interview in |

New Cold War?
The nuclear

stand-off
between the
and Russia

Sicko?

Is Michael M
right about U



http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2628998.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2647805.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2618295.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2592047.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2592047.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2663743.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2653134.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2653134.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2618648.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2618648.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2615189.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2612088.ece

Sorry Mr Paisley, but you HAVE let me down so badly - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph

Ehealthcare?

. © Independent News & Media (NI)

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national/article2676343.ece (4 of 4)21/06/2007 14:31:44


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2126539.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Sorry Mr Paisley, but you HAVE let me down so badly - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	AOHFFOIIMEKMABEIMHHICHODGIDPJHHJ: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




