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What are these?

The legal and political saga that has
followed the Omagh bombing took
another turn yesterday when Gordon
Brown announced a review of
intelligence intercepts on the attack
which killed 29 people in 1998.

Sir Peter Gibson, the Intelligence
Services Commissioner, is to review
"the intercepted intelligence material
available to the security and
intelligence agencies in relation to the
Omagh bombing and how it was
shared".

The move is viewed by many as a
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vision of hope
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Lesley-Anne Henry: Lasting
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‘All that is left are photos and
memories of Lorraine’

‘l never go past the spot where

. . the bomb went off’
reluctant concession in the face of

mounting pressure. It has come as a
direct response to this week's BBC

= Omagh to pay a silent tribute to
bomb victims

Panorama programme which revealed = Laurence White: Today, pray for
that the intelligence listening centre, Omagh
GCHQ, was monitoring mobile phone = Horror, despair and how help

calls made by the bombing team. came from Omagh

The Cabinet Office said the review
should be completed within three months, with Mr Brown expected to outline its outcome in the Commons.

This may be a problematic timetable, however, since some of the Omagh bereaved have taken a civil case
against alleged members of the Real IRA, which carried out the attack. The case opened in the Belfast
courts in April and is to resume shortly following the summer legal recess. Yesterday the families asked for
relevant material from the new review to be made available before their case comes to a close.

Its terms of reference appear to have been strictly limited to the Panorama revelations concerning the
delivery of the bomb, rather than allowing for a wider survey of intelligence material before and after the
attack.

By the standards of the notoriously secretive intelligence community, yesterday's move could be regarded
as dramatic. It falls far short, however, of the demands of Omagh families who for years have been
pressing for a full public inquiry.

A series of police and other official investigations have been held into the Omagh incident, often producing
controversial outcomes and clashes of opinion. None of these have come anywhere close to laying the case
to rest, and several have raised disturbing questions about the intelligence community.

Although various Real IRA figures are behind bars, no one has been specifically convicted of the Omagh
murders. In December a south Armagh man was acquitted of the killings, with the judge criticising police
evidence.

The Panorama programme has resulted in calls to clarify whether the bombing might have been prevented,
and whether material of value was passed on at the time. The Omagh families threatened to take a case
against the Government demanding a handover of material. Yesterday their spokesman, Michael Gallagher,
said: "We welcome the swiftness with which the Government has moved on this.

"It is indicated that this will take up to three months. We feel that the civil action now taking place, which
will be over by that time, is the best possible way of using any intelligence or evidence gleaned from that.

"We would urge Sir Peter to seriously consider making this material and evidence available as soon as
possible."

Describing the review as a positive move, Sir Hugh Orde, Chief Constable of Northern Ireland, said: "I think
it's helpful that the Prime Minister has made an announcement and the allegations in the TV programme will
now be looked at. We need to wait to see what comes out of that investigation.”
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) For god sake this investigation will yield nothing! Why not a new and *independent* investigation into the Omagh
bombings?

Posted by Ciaran Gallagher | 18.09.08, 01:56 GMT

Also in this section

. Boyzone name date for Belfast gig

. Both First Ministers pull out of Labour conference
. Dad smothers toddlers before killing himself

. Soldiers from South to join Belfast parade

. Blood spots on quilt force family to flee ‘haunted’ mansion

Ad d
I

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -nati onal/omagh-bombing-intel ligence-review-ordered-13975694.html (3 of 3)22/09/2008 16:03:57


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/omagh-bombing-intelligence-review-ordered-13975694.html?startindex=-1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/usergenerated-content-and-postings-terms-amp-conditions-13892126.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music/news/boyzone-name-date-for-belfast-gig-13980241.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/both-first-ministers-pull-out-of-labour-conference-13980163.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/dad-smothers-toddlers-before-killing-himself-13980097.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/soldiers-from-south-to-join-belfast-parade-13979755.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/blood-spots-on-quilt-force-family-to-flee-haunted--mansion-13979701.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/legal-terms-amp-policies-13886487.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/contact-us-13907191.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/sitemap-13907081.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/rss-feeds-13907147.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/group-websites-13886498.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/newsletter/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Omagh bombing intelligence review ordered - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk


	PCNDOHHDCHPLPGILECMCDIJJLGAKKDNH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: relevance
	f3: search
	f4: simple


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 26
	f2: 13975654
	f3: /news/local-national/article13975694.ece?postingType=posting&mode=thanks
	f4: /news/local-national/article13975694.ece
	f5: /news/local-national/article13975694.ece?mode=error
	f6: 13874732
	f7: posting
	f8: field(name),email,field(city),field(country),body
	f9: ArtID-13975694:Omagh bombing intelligence review ordered
	f10: 13975694
	f11: 
	f12: 
	f13: 
	f14: 
	f15: Off

	f16: 

	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all





