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Judge condemns police as 
only man to be tried for 
Omagh bombing is acquitted 
Friday, December 21, 2007 

By David McKittrick

The only man to be charged with the 1998 Omagh bomb's 29 deaths has been acquitted by a 
Belfast judge in a verdict regarded as devastating both to the authorities and the families of the 
dead. 

Mr Justice Reg Weir not only found Sean Hoey, a 38-year-old electrician from south Armagh, not guilty on 
a total of 56 charges yesterday, but also severely criticised prosecution witnesses. 

He said two police officers had told untruths in a deliberate attempt to " beef up" their statements. He said 
two witnesses had taken part in " a deliberate and calculated deception" which meant it was impossible for 
him to accept anything they said. 

Families of the Omagh dead said they were crushed by the acquittal. According to Lawrence Rush, who 
lost his wife, Libby, in the bombing: " It's devastating; it's a disaster. I'm tired and I'm exhausted. It's been a 
long corridor; 10 years of pain and hope." 

Some of the Omagh bereaved have pursued an intense campaign that has included attempts to put 
maximum pressure for results on both the British and Irish governments. They have called for a public 
inquiry and launched a multimillion-pound civil action against five men suspected of involvement in the 
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bombing. In an unusual move, the Government has already said it will contribute 800,000 towards the costs 
of the action, describing the Omagh case as "totally exceptional". 

Yesterday's outcome appears to make it extremely likely that a successful murder prosecution will never be 
brought in the case. But in addition to the civil case, there may be a re-trial in another southern case, so 
that legal sequels may well drag on for years. 

The Omagh bombing is etched deep in the collective memory, partly because it claimed so many innocent 
lives, including unborn twins, and partly because it took place just as the Troubles were gradually running 
down. 

While the families reacted to yesterday's judgment in personal terms, the outcome was also a major blow 
for the authorities. Although two men have been jailed in the Irish Republic on charges associated with 
Omagh, no one has ever been convicted of murder. Instead, officers of the Police Service of Northern 
Ireland (PSNI) stand accused not for the first time in the Omagh case of incompetence, wrong-doing and 
misbehaviour. 

Mr Hoey had faced 29 charges of murder, together with 27 other offences. In acquitting him on all 56 
counts, Mr Justice Weir rejected every part of the prosecution case, much of which rested on forensic 
evidence. Its reliance on a technique known as low copy number DNA was heavily attacked by the 
defence. The technique has been questioned by a number of experts. 

Mr Justice Weir said some of those involved with the forensics had been " thoughtless and slapdash" and 
had demonstrated a cavalier disregard for the integrity of the evidence. 

Statements defending their actions were issued yesterday by the Forensic Science Service and the Public 
Prosecution Service. The Forensic Science Service said: "We will look carefully at this judgment. Where 
there are lessons to be learnt we will learn them, and where there are improvements to be made we will 
make them." 

The Prosecution Service said it considered its decisions were properly taken, but added that it would give 
"very careful consideration to the findings and observations of the trial judge". 

The police said they would "work to ensure that any organisational or procedural shortcomings are 
addressed". They also said they would await the outcome of an ombudsman investigation into two officers 
who gave evidence during the trial. 

Chief Superintendent Norman Baxter added: "This is another devastating day for the victims of Omagh. It is 
also a very difficult day for the PSNI." The Northern Ireland Policing Board has asked for an urgent meeting 
with Chief Constable Sir Hugh Orde. 

The acquitted man's mother, Rita, insisted last night: "I want the world to know that my son, Sean Hoey, is 
innocent. I want everyone to know that this is not a failure to bring those responsible to justice Sean is 
innocent." 

She said the authorities north and south of the border had conducted trials which amounted to a witch-hunt, 
declaring: "In both trials, police officers have been exposed as lying through their teeth to secure 
convictions at any cost." 

Michael Gallagher, whose son, Aidan, was killed, said: "They can no longer refuse to give families an 
inquiry. This case has been a disgrace by any standards." 

The Omagh police investigation has been singularly ill-starred, first under the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC) and more lately under the PSNI which replaced it. 

The RUC was heavily criticised in a major report by the former ombudsman Nuala O'Loan, who declared 
several years ago: "The judgement and leadership has been seriously flawed. The victims, their families, 
the people of Omagh and officers of the RUC were let down by defective leadership, poor judgement and a 
lack of urgency." She added at the time: "Twenty-nine people died in that bomb. It hasn't been investigated 
properly." 

Her report concluded that the investigation had been hampered by confusion at leadership level, 
inadequate resources, inexperienced staff and an inadequate sharing of information with police in the Irish 
Republic. 

Meanwhile, the Real IRA remains in existence, posing a minor but genuine threat to the peace in Northern 
Ireland. Last month its members shot and injured two police officers in separate incidents, and it has 
carried out attacks on security force bases. 

Omagh bomb victims 
James Barker, 12, Buncrana, Co Donegal. Originally Surrey, England 

Fernando Blasco Baselga, 12, Madrid, Spain 

Geraldine Breslin, 43, Omagh 

Deborah-Ann Cartwright, 20, Omagh 

Gareth Conway, 18, Carrickmore, Co Tyrone 

Breda Devine, 20 months, Donemana, Co Tyrone 

Oran Doherty, 8, Buncrana, Co Donegal 

Adrian Gallagher, 21, Omagh 

Esther Gibson, 36, Beragh, Co Tyrone 

Mary Grimes, 65, Beragh, Co Tyrone 

Olive Hawkes, 60, Omagh 

Julia Hughes, 21, Omagh 

Brenda Logue, 17, Omagh 

Ann McCombe, 45, Omagh 
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Brian McCrory, 54, Omagh 

Samantha McFarland, 17, Omagh 

Sean McGrath, 61, Omagh 

Sean McLoughlin, 12, Buncrana, Co Donegal 

Jolene Marlow, 17, Omagh 

Avril Monaghan, 30, Augher, Co Tyrone 

Maura Monaghan, 18 months, Augher, Co Tyrone 

Alan Radford, 16, Omagh, Co Tyrone 

Rocio Abad Ramos, 23, Madrid, Spain 

Elizabeth Rush, 57, Omagh 

Veda Short, 46, Omagh 

Philomena Skelton, 49, Drumquin, Co Tyrone 

Fred White, 60, Omagh 

Bryan White, 27, Omagh 

Lorraine Wilson, 15, Omagh 

 

More articles in Local & National

●     Paisley house is now in his name

●     Prison warning to drivers using mobiles

●     Man arrested over couple burned alive

●     Six-year-old boy fights for his life after crash

●     Paul Quinn's parents meet Secretary of State

Best of 2007

Records
Music stars 
reveal their pick 
of this year's 
tunes

Gigs
The pick of this 
year's finest 
concerts and 
performances

Films
Our experts 
reveal their pick 
of the year's 
movie releases

Books
Authors reveal 
their pick of this 
year's finest 
writing

In Pictures 
Jan & Feb 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

Video

A taste of tinseltown
Mischa the belle 
of Belfast city for 
movie premiere 

Festive farewell 
to Belfast choir

Conductor Harry 
Grindle bows out 
on high-note

What's the big Ikea? 
The iconic 
Swedish 
superstore opens

BT Woman of the Year
Applauding 
Ulster's most 
exceptional 
women

Omagh blaze tragedy
Special report on 
Northern 
Ireland's worst 
house fire

Belfast Telegraph 
Property Awards  

Celebrating 
excellence at the 
inaugural awards 
gala 

Best view in town
Special 
multimedia 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3273946.ece (3 of 5)21/12/2007 12:38:15

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274136.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274134.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274133.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274130.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3274126.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/features/article3273947.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/features/article3273948.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/reviews/article3273949.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/books/article3273950.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2859697.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2312113.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2413756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2540268.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2612497.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2925016.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3249872.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3019225.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3224258.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/news/article3251172.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3248013.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3248013.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3245463.ece?a=12323&service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/btwoman/article3205134.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/omagh_fire/gallery-index.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/multimedia/belfast-wheel.html


Judge condemns police as only man to be tried for Omagh bombing is acquitted - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

report on Belfast 
Wheel

Fashion Week  
Ulster struts the 
catwalk with a 
stylish confidence

Carl Verheyen 
Interview with 
one of the 
world's best 
guitarists

Final moments 
of Uboat diver  

The last dive of 
Dublin man 
Michael 
Hanrahan

Big Man's big fry 
First Minister's 
vision is outlined 
over breakfast 

Ulster's boy wonder 
Watch our 
interview with 
golf sensation 
Rory McIlroy 

Twelfth parades 
Watch the video 
of this year's 
parade in Belfast 

Paisley interview 
Exclusive: First 
Minister Ian 
Paisley talks to 
Ed Curran 

In Pictures . . .

News 
Ulster Fry event  
The Twelfth 
Bull Run  
Award-winners 
Flooded Ulster  
Sunny Northern Ireland  
Devolution Day  
Assembly Elections  
Maze tumbles 
Blair quits 
Last watchtower  
Carrick-a-rede 
 
Events 
Derry Xmas  
Boss is back 
Xmas: what a turn on  
Property Awards  
50 Cent  
Enrique Iglesias  
Halloween 
Fantasy Fest  
Rolling Stones  
Oxegen 07  
Beach Party 07  
Balmoral Show 
Razorlight 
St Patrick's Day 
Mardis Gras 
Justin Timberlake 
Brit Awards 07  
 
Sport 
Spain 1 Norn Iron 0 
Win over Denmark  

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3273946.ece (4 of 5)21/12/2007 12:38:15

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3122392.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3053988.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3030724.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2996796.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2800106.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2763722.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2628998.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3244980.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article3258290.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3180103.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3133210.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article3136010.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3182248.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3174876.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1


Judge condemns police as only man to be tried for Omagh bombing is acquitted - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

Windsor win  
Golf: Rory McIlroy  
British Open  
Copa America Final  
N Ireland v Sweden 
Six Nations 
World in Sport  
 

Eye on the World

Malise Ruthven
How the Saudis 
exported a 
hardline ideology

Apocalypse now?
Hersh predicts 
major conflict if 
US attacks Iran

Burmese junta?  
Knickers to that  

'Panties for 
peace' is latest 
ploy by Burma 
activists 

Conquering sectarianism
Can Ulster be 
the blueprint for 
Iraq's future? 

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Group Websites

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3273946.ece (5 of 5)21/12/2007 12:38:15

http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3110757.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3107851.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3102582.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2931745.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/group-websites/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Judge condemns police as only man to be tried for Omagh bombing is acquitted - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	KFBDEMHFNDHLAHJJOCDDOLADFNLIJOFL: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




