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Former RUC chief can’t explain lack of Wright [ Pletres: Fashion & Showbiz
intelligence files

By Emily Moulton
Friday, 27 March 2009

Former Chief Constable Sir Ronnie Flanagan could not explain Related Articles
why intelligence documents relating to plans by the INLA to

murder Billy Wright were absent from police records, an inquiry Former RUC chief brands

Wright claim ‘outrageous’

has heard. \
Sir Ronnie, who was head of police from 1996 until 2002, told LE) print =] email Spring and Summer Fashion Show, Belfast
the Billy Wright Inquiry he could not explain why there were so i mat
few documents relating to the intelligence despite being Chief Search
Constable at the time of the LVF leader’s death. (G|

(Ge]
Earlier, the inquiry heard that the security service had received
information about plans by the INLA to murder the loyalist boss ~ So°kmark & Share
eight months before his death. However there was some dispute Digg It del.icio.us
over whether this information was passed to the RUC.

Facebook Stumbl

An investigation was carried out by former Assistant Chief acenoo tumbleupon Buying? Selling? Renting?
Constable Samuel Kinkaid which found a reference that the What are these? ying: o N
intelligence had been passed in some form but could not find ' Or Just Looking?
any hard evidence of this. Change font size: A A A
Chairman Lord MacLean told Mr Flanagan the inquiry found it You'll find what pmpertynewsmm'
"puzzling” there was very little information relating to the intelligence and asked him if he could you're looking for at: -

. MORTHERM IRELAND'S PROPERTY AINDER
explain why.

. . . ; ) . LICK HERE NOW T! A PROPERTY SEARCH...
"I can’t offer any explanation other than it was never received in the way it was described," Mr

Flanagan said.

Mr Flanagan, who was head of Special Branch from 1995-1996, told the inquiry that the
suggestion officers within the old RUC deliberately did not keep records so "nothing could be

traced™" was wrong. DISCOVERY 3

Earlier, Lord MacLean, chairman of the inquiry, asked Mr Flanagan if he was aware former ACC NOW WITH UP
Kinkaid had given evidence suggesting there was this culture within Special Branch. TO £7500 OFF

He explained Mr Kinkaid even said he coined the phrase "plausible deniability" to explain the
lack of records relating to his inquiries regarding the murder of Billy Wright at the Maze prison

in 1997.
This phrase, he said, was then used by the Police Ombudsman Office in its reports. » BOOKATEST
"Assistant Chief Constable Kinkaid gave evidence yesterday of the phrase plausible deniability EHVENCH
which was coined by him and used by the Police Ombudsman,”he said.

» REQUEST A
"I think by plausible deniability Mr Kinkaid was referring to the kind of practice and culture in BROCHURE
Special Branch that you do not keep records so nothing could be traced back and then becomes

: - o
plausible deniability. Am | clear? » LOCATE YOUR

Responding to the suggestion, Mr Flanagan said: "You make it clear and | refute it. These are peALd

officers in my 40 years experience of policing, these officers are unsurpassed in their integrity,
professional ability and determination to protect life."

The hearing continues.
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