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Viewpoint: Historic case for historic times

It seems there is hardly a day goes past without history being made in the affairs of Northern
Ireland. The latest development recalls one of the darkest days in the province's history, the
Omagh bombing on August 15, 1998, when 29 people and unborn twins were killed.

For the past 10 years, the relatives of those killed and injured have been seeking justice. They are now
embroiled in a ground-breaking legal action against five people they believe to have been involved in the
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bomb plot.

Business

The relatives' civil action against Michael McKevitt, Liam Campbell, Colm Murphy, Seamus Daly and
Seamus McKenna, is the first time in the UK, and probably anywhere in the world, that ordinary citizens

Sport

have taken on alleged terrorists through the courts. Their move followed the failure of conventional criminal

Health

prosecutions to bring those responsible for the bombing to book.

Features

This legal action has taken a further historic twist with the court moving to Dublin to hear evidence against
the five men. It is the first time that a Northern Irish judge has travelled to the Republic on official judicial

Columnists

business. Mr Justice Morgan is heading a special commission assisted by an Irish judge to hear the

Entertainment

evidence. The hearing will take place in the Four Courts, a building which resonates with violent Irish
history, being fired on by the British in 1916 and shelled by the Free State Army during the Irish civil war. It

Homefinder

is an ironic, if apt, siting for this court hearing.
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The extraordinary legal co-operation which has led to the cross-border hearing is in stark contrast to what

Archive

used to happen during the worst days of the Troubles, when relationships between the British and Irish
Governments were at a low ebb. In those days, suspected terrorists lived freely in the Republic and even

Calendar 2008

when evidence was produced to allow for their extradition, the Republic's courts often went to extreme
literal interpretations of the documents to frustrate the process.
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During the current hearings more than 2,300 emails and other documents passed between a US spy, David
Rupert, who infiltrated the Real IRA, and his handlers will be read to the court. And up to 50 Garda officers
could give evidence about the defendants and their alleged involvement in the Omagh atrocity. There can
be no greater indication of how relationships between the two jurisdictions have improved.

We are living in exceptional times, with the restoration of devolved government in Northern Ireland, power-

& Training

sharing between the political extremes, and relationships between politicians in Belfast, Dublin and London

Dating

at an all-time high. However, the province, as well as communities in the Republic and other parts of the
UK, paid a very high human price to reach this accommodation. This legal action, taken as a result of the

worst single atrocity of the Troubles, bears witness to that terrible toll.

Bingo

Reader Offers

*
£
£
% Casino
£
%
%

Diners' Club

. Services

RSS

[ More articles in Opinion
«- Simon Carr: Has Ann Widdecombe been genetically modified?

«- Viewpoint: Bombers will not win

Media Kit

. Other Titles

Sunday Life

=. Yasmin Alibhai-Brown: Eat only local produce? | don't like the smell of that
«- Robert Fisk: Lebanon does not want another civil war. Does it?

«- Viewpoint: The aid must get through

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698965.ece (1 of 4)14/05/2008 10:58:39

| Advanced Search

Don't Miss . . .

In Pictures:
Rangers fans invade
Manchester for final
Supporters at
I fever pitch for
s UEFA Cup

T showdown

In Pictures:

China quake

Shocking images
in aftermath of

e earthquake

e
Papal mystery

Did pope finance
King Billy's
invasion of

School is
out for order

Christian
Brothers retreat
from education

In Pictures:
Carnival of Culture

==Berlin's four-day
party to
celebrate world
cultures

In Pictures:
Crash scene

EPolice officers

are injured as
In Pictures:

car fails to stop
Bertie at the Boyne

ITaoiseach's last

day spent with
Big lan at Boyne
centre

In Pictures:
Pleasure dome

Store is
= THtransformed into
a lads' sanctuary

Devolution:
one year on
Exclusive poll:
crime, health,
#’ Executive and



http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/;sz=728x90;pos=Banner1;ord=12107587?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.nicarfinder.co.uk/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/adsforfree/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/technology/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/breaking-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/calendar-2008/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/shopping-directory/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.here2learn.com/
http://belfasttelegraph.parship.co.uk/
http://www.getminted.com/
http://www.foxybingo.com/
http://www.independentshopping.ie/default.asp?refr=BT&Curr=4
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/hi-life/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/rss/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/thefacts
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698965.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698965.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698965.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698965.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698445.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698937.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3696270.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3695579.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3695954.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3701119.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3701119.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3701119.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3698489.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3698489.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3698440.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3698430.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3698430.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3696298.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3696298.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3683856.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3683856.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3677142.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3677142.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3680429.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3680429.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3680434.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3680434.ece
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/

Viewpoint: Historic case for historic times - Opinion - News - Belfast Telegraph

- Community Telegraph

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698965.ece (2 of 4)14/05/2008 10:58:39

@e Ulster's future

In Pictures:

Belfast Marathon

15,000 pairs of
feet pound the
city's streets for
annual run

In Pictures:
Viking Race
==wrBank holiday fun
at the boat race
charity event

In Pictures & Video:
2008 Business Awards
wBelfast
Telegraph's
Molittering gala
ceremony

In Pictures:

Undie-cover Agent

Agent
Provocateur's
revealing lingerie
glaunch

ADVERTISEMEHTS

ADVERTISEMEHTS



http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3669811.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3669811.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3669742.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3669742.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3601074.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3601074.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3600865.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3600865.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=12107587?

Viewpoint: Historic case for historic times - Opinion - News - Belfast Telegraph

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698965.ece (3 of 4)14/05/2008 10:58:39

— ADUERTISEMERTS

World in Pictures

2008
January
February
March

2007
Jan & Feb

March

August
September
October
November
December

Video: Titanic town

Ship's Belfast
beginnings

. J celebrated in
-exhibition

BT Woman of the Year

Applauding
Ulster's most
exceptional
women

Omagh blaze tragedy

Special report on
Northern
Ireland's worst
house fire

Belfast Telegraph
Property Awards
Celebrating
excellence at the
inaugural awards
gala

Best view in town


http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=12107587?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=12107587?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3304786.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3400287.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3485308.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2859697.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2312113.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2413756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2540268.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2612497.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2925016.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3249872.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3019225.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3224258.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3549506.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/btwoman/article3205134.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/omagh_fire/gallery-index.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/multimedia/belfast-wheel.html

Viewpoint: Historic case for historic times - Opinion - News - Belfast Telegraph

multimedia report on
Belfast Wheel

In Pictures . ..

News

Paisley quits
Victoria Square
Building collapse
Ulster Fry event
The Twelfth

Bull Run
Award-winners
Flooded Ulster
Sunny Northern Ireland
Devolution Day
Assembly Elections
Maze tumbles

Blair quits

Last watchtower
Carrick-a-rede

Events

Sexiest women
St Patrick's Day
Derry Xmas

Boss is back
Xmas: what a turn on
Property Awards
50 Cent

Enrique Iglesias
Halloween
Fantasy Fest
Rolling Stones
Oxegen 07
Beach Party 07
Balmoral Show
Razorlight

St Patrick's Day
Mardis Gras
Justin Timberlake
Brit Awards 07

Sport

N Ireland v Georgia
Spain 1 Norn Iron 0
Win over Denmark
Windsor win

Golf: Rory Mcllroy
British Open

Copa America Final
N Ireland v Sweden
Six Nations

World in Sport

. © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Group Websites

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article3698965.ece (4 of 4)14/05/2008 10:58:39


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3490774.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3493079.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3503310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3645469.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3527029.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3244980.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article3258290.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3180103.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3133210.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article3136010.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3555367.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3182248.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3174876.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/group-websites/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Viewpoint: Historic case for historic times - Opinion - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	MKPHLOMEBEGBJENOEPBBEIPGFMDAFMFMJFCP: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




