
 

Robert Hamill: Family ‘shattered’ by murder
Wednesday, 14 January 2009  

Robert Hamill was remembered as a loving father, brother and 
son who was killed simply because he was a Catholic.  

Relatives of the murdered man and the family’s legal 
representative said they demanded the truth over his killing.  

Barra McGrory QC told the inquiry the family believed the police 
investigation into Mr Hamill’s death was neglected because of his 
religion, while the people who killed him were bigots who 
considered attacking a Catholic a badge of honour.  

Mr Hamill’s sister said her family, and especially her mother 
Jessie, had been shattered by their loss.  

“It has taken its toll on us. It has been very, very hard over 12 
years,” she said.  

“My father died in 2000. My father died a sad and broken man. He was broken-hearted for the 
three years after he lost Robert, he never got over it.  

“And it has traumatised the rest of us, especially my mummy.  

“Unless you have been through it, you can’t understand what is has been like.”  

Mr McGrory said Mr Hamill was a shy but popular and good-looking man who was well-liked and 
who was regarded as generous and considerate.  

“He was utterly non-political,” said Mr McGrory. “The family regarded themselves as nationalist, 
but politics was never discussed in the household.”  

Inquiry chairman Sir Edwin Jowitt interrupted Mr McGrory to question whether such information 
was pertinent to the inquiry.  

But Mr McCrory said it was the family’s belief that Mr Hamill was targeted by bigots who 
attacked him because he was a Catholic, while his religion also influenced the handling of the 
case, resulting in a second-class investigation.  

But junior counsel for the PSNI Martin Woolfe denied that religion influenced investigators and 
insisted the police force and its predecessor, the RUC, operated in a difficult environment but 
were committed to protecting both communities.  

He said the PSNI was offering the inquiry its full support, but firmly denied the allegations 
against officers.  

“The PSNI will continue to work in a spirit of openness and transparency,” Mr Woolfe added.  

Also in this section 
BNP links to UK immigration service staff  

Dervock’s Olympian ambitions  

Jewish TD likened to Goebbels by SF man  

Hopes for CCTV clue in hunt for man who raped 16-year-old girl  

Dancing on Ice star, Zoe Salmon, admits: it’s the hardest thing I’ve ever done  

Bookmark & Share 

 

What are these? 

Change font size: A  A  A 

 Print  Email 
 

Search 

    

Digg It del.icio.us 

Facebook Stumbleupon 

Northern Ireland Troubles Gallery 

Peter Robinson 

 

6° Belfast 
Hi 6°C / Lo 6°C

    LOCAL & NATIONAL  Search

Home  > News > Local & National  

News Sport Business Opinion Life & Style Entertainment

The digital gateway to Northern Ireland news, sport, business, entertainment and opinion 

Local & National World Politics Property Health Education Business Environment Technology Video Family Notices Crime Map Sunday Life The CT

Jobs Cars Homes Classified (new)

Services

GET THE 
LOWDOWN ON 
THE RUGBY 
SCHOOLS CUP - 
IN VIDEO, 
WORDS AND 
PICTURES   

Page 1 of 3Robert Hamill: Family ‘shattered’ by murder - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph...

14/01/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/robert-hamill-family-lsquoshattere...



In Pictures: All Our Yesterdays 

In Pictures: Northern Ireland 
Nightlife 

In Pictures: Fashion & Showbiz 

1. Girls Aloud split fears after Nadine revelation  

2. Men who 'mugged dead man' on Dublin bus 
caught on CCTV  

3. Catholics ordered to keep quiet over Virgin 
visions  

4. Irishman accused of raping his mum on 
Mother's Day found in Malta  

 

Cyril Johnston 
Refrigeration 
Industrial Hire. DIY Rental. 
Horticultural Hire. 
Professional & Domestic. 
Shredders Clippers ... 
Hire Services - Tools & 
Equipment  

Framar Health 
Exclusive Jan De Vries 
Clinic. Natural Health 
Clinic. Mail Order. Health 
Food Store. Allergy ... 
Homeopaths  

Premier Windows & 
Doors 
Traditional Sliding Sash. 
Prefinished Wooden 
Windows. Traditional & 
Contemporary. Bespoke 
Design ... 
Windows - Sash  

Carneyhall Kennels 
Luxurious & Spacious 
Kennels. Individually 
Underfloor Heated. All 
With External Runs. Open 
All ... 
Kennels - Boarding  

Netstretch.com 
Website Design & 
Management. Search 
Engine Optimisation. 
Internet Marketing 
Consultancy ... 
Internet Web Design & 
Development  

Results by 

Most popular 

Page 2 of 3Robert Hamill: Family ‘shattered’ by murder - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph...

14/01/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/robert-hamill-family-lsquoshattere...



 

5. More misery ahead for Northern Ireland 
housing market  

6. Ian Paisley says yes to Irish language radio’s 
request for an interview  

7. Teen raped in alley  

8. In Pictures: Gaza under attack  

9. Irish economy 'will bounce back and lead 
Europe within a decade'  

10. Robert Hamill inquiry: Police 'had evidence 
that officer protected killer'  

 

Bracken Blinds 
Specialist suppliers of 
Curtains and Blinds to all 
commercial premieses, 
deigned and fitted 
Architects  

Ballykeel Pharmacy 
Local Free Delivery 
Pharmacies  

K W M Wines & Spirits 
Award Winning Specialists 
Since 1984 Shipping 
Vintage Wines & Spirits 
Worldwide 
Off Licences & Wine 
Merchants  

Stanley Woods & Co 
Certified Accountants & 
Registered Auditors 
Specialising In Small To 
Medium Businesses & 
Tax ... 
Accountants  

CT Plastering 
Interior & Exterior, 
Commercial & Domestic, 
Free Estimates & Advice 
Plastering & Screeding  

Results by 

      Search

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter  

Page 3 of 3Robert Hamill: Family ‘shattered’ by murder - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph...

14/01/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/robert-hamill-family-lsquoshattere...


