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Tuesday, February 20, 2007 

A victims' commission investigating Northern Ireland's 
conflict would demonise members of the security 
forces and gloss over paramilitary atrocities, it was 
claimed today. 

Sammy Wilson from Ian Paisley's Democratic Unionist 
Party was responding to Sinn Fein's call for soldiers 
and police to be brought to book for troubles atrocities.

The chairman of the Northern Ireland Policing Board, Desmond Rea, today urged the Northern Ireland 
Office to install a commission investigating past atrocities.

Mr Wilson said: ``I don't believe we can keep on going down the road of public inquiry after public inquiry or 
of Police Ombudsman Nuala O'Loan hounding the police.

``At the same time, after republicans engaged in murderous activities they don't even get touched.

``We need a more balanced way of looking at the past and I am not so sure that what Des Rea is 
suggesting is likely to produce that because it would be voluntary and there would be pressure on the state 
and the police to explain what they did in the past and no pressure on the Provos (IRA).''

Rea, who is in charge of scrutinising police performance along with other board members, said there 
needed to be an inclusive commission for dealing with the 25 year-long troubles.

Discussion in the past has centred on a South African-style truth commission allowing perpetrators to meet 
with their victims as well as addressing the legacy of violence and trauma.

Foyle Sinn Fein Assembly candidate Raymond McCartney said that the British Government should be 
treated as a combatant.
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``We believe that any process must be victim-centred. It must not be controlled or directed by the British 
Government who are one of the combatant groups.''

Mr McCartney added that the commission must be independent and should include international members.

Nationalist SDLP justice spokesman Alban Maginnis said any truth recovery process should be victim-
centred and involve prosecutions.

``All victims must have the right to record what happened to them - and how it impacted upon their lives,'' 
he said.
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