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Family of murdered soldier tell of deep loss at In Pictures: St Patrick's Day 2009
funeral :

Saturday, 21 March 2009

The commanding officer of a soldier shot dead by the Real IRA Related Articles
outside Army barracks in Co Antrim has spoken of the young

man’s desire to help others before himself. Clergyman: I'll talk to gangs

behind dissident violence

Speaking at the funeral of Sapper Patrick Azimkar (21) at the Book of Condolence - pay
Guards Chapel on Birdcage Walk in central London, Lieutenant your tribute Images from Belfast and Downpatrick
Colonel Roger Lewis said: “Pat was a highly-motivated young

sapper who was always willing to go the extra mile and he never & print [ Emai
ceased to amaze me with his enthusiasm and determination to

get the job done.” Search

(Go]

He described the killing of Sapper Azimkar of Wood Green, north

London, and Sapper Mark Quinsey as “callous”. Bookmark & Share

He said: “On the evening of March 7 we suffered a blow of ) -
. Digg It del.icio.us
incalculable sadness.”

He said the two men were, along with the rest of their regiment, Facebook Stumbleupon
“preparing with quiet determination” to deploy to Afghanistan

that night.

What are these?

More than 100 mourners gathered at the chapel for the service Change font size: A A A
including PSNI chief constable Sir Hugh Orde and Northern
Ireland victims commissioner Mike Nesbitt.

Directgov

The two men died in a hail of more than 60 bullets as men with automatic weapons fired at
troops as they collected food at the gates of Massereene Barracks in Antrim on March 7.

Two other servicemen and two pizza delivery men were also injured.

After mourners entered the chapel Sapper Azimkar's coffin arrived carried in a hearse Sony Ericsson
decorated with flowers saying “forever loved” and “Pat”. His family followed in the cars behind.
The family stood in solemn silence as six members of the 38th Engineer Regiment hoisted the c 90 5

coffin, draped in a Union flag and topped with Sapper Azimkar's number one dress cap, on to
their shoulders and carried it into the chapel.

The congregation, led by Father Michael Dunne, Forces Chaplain and Priest of Westminster
Cathedral, sang hymns including | Vow To Thee, My Country and Love Divine, All Loves

Excelling. 6

Sapper Azimkar's uncle, Aiden Ferguson, and cousin, Sam Ferguson, both addressed the Ao Mu=senrT
congregation, along with Lt Col Lewis.

Father Dunne said the service reflected the Catholic background of Sapper Azimkar's mother
Geraldine — whose family were originally from Ireland. He said that there was also a multi-faith
element to reflect the background of the young man's father Mehmet, originally from Cyprus.

He spoke of the “astonishingly complimentary” tributes that he had received from all who knew

the young man. ”ALF
The service concluded with The Last Post before the coffin was taken to Haringey for a private
interment. PR’GE

Sapper Azimkar was a keen and talented footballer and his hearse was decorated with a series
of footballs fashioned from blue and white flowers. L,HE REHTAL

by redemption

A statement from the family was issued by the Army after the funeral.

It read: “We are completely devastated by the loss of our beautiful son Patrick. There are no FBEE
words to describe what this senseless killing has done to our family in taking from us our
Next Day
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beloved son and brother.”

It said the family joined with the people of Northern Ireland in “our sincere hope for a return to
lasting peace”.

Post a comment

Limit: 500 characters, left: 1000
View all comments that have been posted about this article

* Name (only this field displayed)
* Email

* Town/City

* Country/State

* Required field
Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address
logged and may be used to prevent further submissions. In submitting a [[] Remember Me
comment to the site, you agree to be bound by BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's
Terms of Use. [

Post ]

Posts submitted in UPPERCASE letters will be rejected.

Also in this section

e Voters urged to join the register

e Ireland rugby fans celebrate a historic success

e Grand job: Thousands turn out to welcome home Ireland’s rugby heroes
e Goodbye my darling; Liam Neeson bids final farewell to Natasha

e British-Irish meeting gets high security

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/family-of-murdered-soldier-tell-of...

Results by

Lee Kelly Partnership
Residential lettings,
property & block
management

Property Management

A T P Business Interiors
Extensive range of office
furniture available for hire
across N. . Banqueting
tables andchairs.
Furniture - Hire

Killora Photography
Aerial Photography, Town
Plans. Planning
Authorities. Factories,
Industrial Areas. Estate
Agents ...

Aerial Photography &
Surveys

Hamill Design

Graphic Design Specialists.
Brand Identity. Literature.
Packaging. Exhibition. New
Media.

Designers - Advertising
& Graphic

C P Hire Ballymena
Controls, Plant &
Machinery. DIY Tools &
Eqgpt. Gardening Tools &
Equipment. Telescopic
Forklifts ...

Hire Services - Tools &
Equipment

VIOLENCE RETURNS

Page 2 of 5

BOOK OF CONDOLENCE: Victims of terror

Two guns found near murder scene

Plans for military parade in Belfast halted

PSNI quiz nine over dissident murders

Hundreds attend vigils to show support for families
Only 300 dissidents but they are a danger: Orde
Rioters pelt police after murder suspect arrests
Republicans and unionists side by side at funeral
Police hunt for bomb in bid to stop Real IRA attack
Bodies of murdered soldiers flown home

Loyalist praises McGuinness but warns of ‘Real UDA’

Thousands attend peace vigils

PSNI widow: They’ve taken my life

Patrick Azimkar: A fun-loving friend to all
Mark Quinsey : A charismatic young soldier

You know you're from Belfast when . .

-isms: "Yous should click here - it's class like'

Northern Ireland Troubles Gallery

——

Holy Cross Primary School protests

In Pictures: Northern Ireland

23/03/2009



Family of murdered soldier tell of deep loss at funeral - Local & National, News - Belfast... Page 3 of 5

Nightlife

Had a big night out? Click here to send us your pics

In Pictures: Fashion & Showbiz

Tesco unveils new lingerie range

In Pictures: All Our Yesterdays

E;Ei"’ '!Uti I B

Park life. Victoria Park boat lake

Most popular

1. Google Maps Street View ‘may be a security
threat’

2. Jade Goody dies in her sleep

3. In Pictures: You know you're from Belfast
when . .

In Pictures: Funny football chants

5. Ireland win the Grand Slam in showdown in
Wales

6. In Pictures: Belfast St Patrick's Day parade
7. Ex BB contestant Orlaith in tribute to Jade

Goody

8. Universities challenged by Holy Land
anarchy

9. Ireland rugby fans celebrate a historic
success

10. Jade Goody on the edge after ‘emergency’
incident

Over £7,000 In Debt?
REDUCE DEBT UP TO 75%

£5,000 - £7,499 "

£7,500 - £9,999 —
£10,000 - £12,499
£12,500 - £14,999
£15,000 - £17,499 | ¥

-

3

simplyfin

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/family-of-murdered-soldier-tell-of... 23/03/2009



Family of murdered soldier tell of deep loss at funeral - Local & National, News - Belfast... Page 4 of 5

TAKE A
PEEK AT
OUR FAB
PHONE
RANGE" >>

Results by

Rite Price

Beds & Bedding, Carpet &
Rugs, Sofas, Suites,
Carpet Fitters,

Furniture - Retail

Dickson Kitchen Centre
Extensive Kitchen
Showroom, Fitted
Bedrooms & Home Office
made to Measure
Computer Aided Design
Kitchen Planning &
Installation

ABC Locks NI

24 Hour Emergency Local
Locksmith, Reliable &
Profesional Service
Locksmiths

Sam Baird Opticians

2 For 1 Promotions, Family
Opticians: Lisburn,
Dundonald, Glengormley,
Dromore. Designer Frames
Opticians - Ophthalmic

Martin Phillips Carpets
Carpets, Wooden Floors
And Laminate

Carpets & Rugs - Retail
& Repair

Search Go gg:la_cn.;:e.d

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/family-of-murdered-soldier-tell-of... 23/03/2009



Family of murdered soldier tell of deep loss at funeral - Local & National, News - Belfast... Page 5 of 5

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/family-of-murdered-soldier-tell-of... 23/03/2009



