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Speculation over police involvement in killing

Wednesday, 25 February 2009

The murder of RUC Sergeant Joseph Campbell
(right) on February 25 1977 sent shockwaves
through the quiet rural community of Cushendall
which had survived relatively unscathed through
the Troubles.

The popular sergeant was hit by rifle fire as he
locked the village police station for the evening.
He received one wound to the head and died
almost immediately, leaving behind a wife,
Rosemary, and eight children.

Days before his death Sergeant Campbell’s
behaviour had changed, it has been claimed,
after he received a series of anonymous phone
calls to his home.

Although the murder was initially attributed to
the IRA, speculation about RUC involvement
began and continued to circulate.

Special Branch Sergeant Charles McCormick was
arrested and charged with the murder, but in
1982 was acquitted.

Interest in the case was sparked again 20 years

later by a UTV Insight programme which claimed = MORE PICTURES

repeated warnings to senior officers that the Catholic officer’s life
was in danger were ignored.

Sergeant Campbell’s family continued to allege police collusion in
the murder and in 2002, after receiving information from the
family, some journalists and British Irish Rights Watch, the
Police Ombudsman’s Office began an investigation into
circumstances surrounding his death.
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