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Recent dissident victims ‘paid the price for Omagh  'n Pictures: St Patrick’s Day 2009
inquiry failure’ '

By Victoria O’Hara
Tuesday, 17 March 2009

The two soldiers and a police officer murdered last week by =
dissident republicans may have “paid the price” for a public

inquiry not being held into the Omagh bomb atrocity, it has been  search

claimed. (6]

Michael Gallagher, whose son Aiden was one of the 29 people
plus unborn twins killed in the 1998 Real IRA attack, was
speaking after attending the House of Commons’ Northern Digg It del.icio.us
Ireland Affairs Committee at Stormont.
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Mr Gallagher had travelled to Belfast as part of the Omagh
Support and Self Help Group for a series of evidence sessions What are these?

. ]
with MPs.
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Mr Gallagher, who was described by chairman of the committee
Sir Patrick Cormack MP as an “impressive and powerful witness”,

said the families of Omagh victims were in need of a public inquiry to bring them much-needed to vote
closure.

However, Alasdair McDonnell MP asked Mr Gallagher if he considered a public inquiry not
having a positive outcome for the grieving families.

Mr Gallagher, who was accompanied by Godfrey Wilson, who lost his daughter Lorraine in the
bombing, told the committee: “There are so many anomalies that need to be addressed by a
public inquiry.

“We need closure. What we have is a catalogue of failings and shortcomings over the last 10
years and that has to be addressed in a proper and transparent way.

“The only way that can be done is engaging a judicial framework.”

Mr Gallagher alleged the intelligence agencies are holding back in their pursuit of those behind
the Omagh bomb,

“With the Omagh intelligence there's so many discrepancies here that we are at a loss as to
why these bombers and the people associated with them were not put in jail,” he alleged.

The Real IRA has admitted shooting two soldiers dead at an Antrim barracks in a recent
escalation of its campaign.

Sir Patrick added that the committee would “reflect very carefully” on what was said.

Speaking after the session Mr Gallagher said he tried to remain positive a cross-border inquiry
will take place.

“We have to at least learn the lessons of Omagh, learn what went so badly wrong that not one
person was convicted of the murders in Omagh.

“And those people who have continued to attempt to murder over that 10 year period sadly
have succeeded. And | think possibly the people that died in the last fortnight have paid the
price for us not having a public inquiry earlier.”

Post a comment

Limit: 500 characters, left: 1000
View all comments that have been posted about this article

* Name (onlv this field disnlaved)

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/.htmInt-dissident-victims-Isquopai... 18/03/2009



Recent dissident victims “paid the price for Omagh inquiry failure” - Local & National, N... Page 2 of 5

Results by
Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address logged and may be used to prevent Kearney Consulting Ltd
further submissions. In submitting a comment to the site, you agree to be bound by EPC's And Building
BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's Terms of Use. Surveys

Surveyors - Building

Posts submitted in UPPERCASE letters will be rejected.
DANNY OTTERSON

H H H MuUsIC
Also in this section Guitars & Amplifiers,
Keyboards Microphones,
Violins, Bodhrans Mail
e Northern Ireland unemployment level soars Order, Folk Instruments
Musical Instrument &
Sheet Music Shops

e Dog kicked to death after owner stumbles into car

e Jade Goody final months to be chronicled in new book
e Sammy Wilson is a flat earther, fumes eco-film maker

. P . . Wilsons Auctions
e Teenager with new chin is victim of ‘cruel hoax Auctioneers & Valuers

Auctioneers & Valuers

KW M Wines & Spirits
Award Winning Specialists
Since 1984 Shipping
Vintage Wines & Spirits
Worldwide

Off Licences & Wine
Merchants

Britannia-Ryans Move
International

Domestic, Office,
Commercial, UK, Europe,
Worldwide, Packing &
Insurance, Secure Storage
Removals - Overseas

VIOLENCE RETURNS

BOOK OF CONDOLENCE

Two guns found near murder scene

Plans for military parade in Belfast halted

PSNI quiz nine over dissident murders

Hundreds attend vigils to show support for families
Only 300 dissidents but they are a danger: Orde
Rioters pelt police after murder suspect arrests
Republicans and unionists side by side at funeral
Police hunt for bomb in bid to stop Real IRA attack
Bodies of murdered soldiers flown home

Loyalist praises McGuinness but warns of ‘Real UDA’
Thousands attend peace vigils

PSNI widow: They’ve taken my life

Patrick Azimkar: A fun-loving friend to all

Mark Quinsey : A charismatic young soldier

You know you're from Belfast when . .

-isms: "Yous should click here - it's class like'

Northern Ireland Troubles Gallery

——

Holy Cross Primary School protests

In Pictures: Northern Ireland

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/.htmInt-dissident-victims-Isquopai... 18/03/2009



Recent dissident victims “paid the price for Omagh inquiry failure” - Local & National, N... Page 3 of 5

Nightlife

Had a big night out? Click here to send us your pics

In Pictures: Fashion & Showbiz

Spice Girl Mel B - the Ultimo range

In Pictures: All Our Yesterdays
[l oK #

Park life. Victoria Park boat lake

Most popular

In Pictures: Belfast St Patrick's Day parade
12 arrests after south Belfast rioting
Hundreds strip 'naked' to win free flights

In Pictures: You know you're from Belfast
when . .

5. Liam Neeson in frantic dash to bedside of
critically ill wife Natasha Richardson

PwNPR

In Pictures: Funny football chants

7. From racist chav to poster girl for cancer,
Jade Goody is a classy lady

8. Sweet 16 for the mighty Methody in Schools’

Cup
9. Eoghan Quigg tells all about the new girl in
his life
10. Jade Goody: Sorry if my wedding made
people cry

Reduce Debt :75%

£5,000 - £7,499 a
£7,500 - £9,999 e
£10,000 - £12,497
£12,500 - £14,999
£15,000 - £17,499 |~

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/.htmInt-dissident-victims-Isquopai... 18/03/2009



Recent dissident victims “paid the price for Omagh inquiry failure” - Local & National, N... Page 4 of 5

Results by

US SPAS DIRECT
Leading Supplier Of Luxury
Hot Tubs Gazebo's Sauna's
& Swim Spa's In N. Ireland
Hot Tubs & Spas

Jim Bell Florists
Wedding Flowers, Florists
Florists

Easy Travel

All sizes of buses &
coaches available for
Private & Executive hire,
Car Hire Available
Coach Hire

Woodford Medical
Services
Microdermabrasion, Agera
Medical Skin Care, Thread
Veins & Mole Removal,
Facial Line Softening.. ...
Beauty Salons

Calvert Office
Equipment Ltd

Canon, Kyocera,
Photocopier, Printer,
Ricoh, Konica Minolta,
Scanner, Fax, Risograph
Photocopiers

| Ad d
Search Go | coneh s

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/.htmInt-dissident-victims-Isquopai... 18/03/2009



Recent dissident victims “paid the price for Omagh inquiry failure” - Local & National, N... Page 5 of 5

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/.htmInt-dissident-victims-Isquopai... 18/03/2009



