
 

Duffy to maintain innocence  
By Victoria O’Hara 
Saturday, 28 March 2009  

The tip of a latex glove containing the DNA of 
prominent republican Colin Duffy was found in 
the getaway car used by the Real IRA to gun 
down two British soldiers in Antrim, a court has 
heard.  

Amid a huge security presence the 41-year old 
appeared in Larne Magistrates’ Court yesterday 
and was charged with two counts of murder.  

He was also charged with five counts of 
attempted murder and one count of possession 
of a firearm and ammunition with intent to 
endanger life.  

High-level security was also in place outside the 
court and on roads throughout the seaside town.  

A packed public gallery filled with supporters 
watched as Duffy, from Lurgan, Co Armagh, 
dressed in a black jumper and jeans, walked into 
the dock handcuffed.  

Sappers Mark Quinsey (23) of Birmingham, and 
Patrick Azimkar (21) of London, were killed as 
they collected pizzas from outside Antrim's Massereene Barracks 
on Saturday March 7.  

Detective Chief Inspector Jeffrey Smyth told Magistrate Robert 
Alcorn that he could link Duffy to all the charges, saying that a 
tip of a glove was found in the footwell of the car that was used 
in the shooting.  

He said: “This is not trace elements — this is a full DNA profile. 
“It was inside a latex glove found on the floor of the Vauxhall 
Cavalier.”  

He conceded later that only the tip of the glove had been found.  

Mr Smyth said the DNA profile was the only forensic evidence 
which has so far connected Duffy to the shootings but added: 
“There are over 1,000 exhibits in this case.”  

He said exhibits were being examined in Northern Ireland and in 
England but other results had so far come back negative.  

Det Chief Insp Smyth said that police were relying on three facts 
in the case, which included forensic evidence, CCTV footage and 
witness evidence.  

He said the PSNI would be opposing an application for bail due 
to a number of |reasons including the risk of absconding.  

However defence Barrister Mark Mulholland said Mr Duffy would 
not be at risk.  

He added that bail should be granted on the grounds that Mr 
Smyth had not given sufficient basis for it to be denied and 
|remand in custody would be a contravention of Duffy's human 
rights.  

 
Colin Duffy is accused of murdering sappers Mark Quinsey 
and Patrick Azimkar 
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Mr Alcorn denied the application for bail and the accused was placed in custody until April 21 
when he will appear at Antrim Magistrates court via videolink.  

As Duffy was led away handcuffed cheers and claps of support were given by supporters which 
included his wife.  

Speaking outside court Paddy Vernon, Mr Duffy's solicitor, said his client still maintains his 
innocence and will be applying for bail on Monday.  

Charged, then taken away  
Victoria O’Hara was in court as prominent republican Colin Duffy was charged 

 

Looking tired and emotionless, Colin Duffy was slowly led into the dock at Larne Magistrate’s 
Court. Dressed in a black jumper and jeans Duffy held on to a brown coat as he acknowledged 
the public gallery packed with supporters, then fixed his gaze straight ahead.  

Surrounded by police inside and outside the courtroom the 41-year-old, from Lurgan, spoke 
only when asked if he was Colin Duffy.  

He replied quietly: “I am”.  

And after all charges were read out —including two murder charges, five attempted murders 
and possession of a firearm and ammunition with intent to endanger life— and asked if he 
understood them he nodded, “Yes”.  

Duffy still remained expressionless when a police officer told the court that a fingertip of a 
glove was found with his DNA profile on it in the getaway vehicle.  

When District Judge Robert Alcorn refused the application and remanded him in custody Duffy 
calmly rose from his seat.  

A number of sighs could be heard from the public gallery but raising his hands while still in 
cuffs the defendant gave a wave to his supporters. Cheers and applause erupted.  

The cheers continued outside while the defendant was driven away in a blacked out car.  

Minor scuffles between a crowd who had gathered outside and some supporters of the 
republican broke out. Police quelled the trouble and within minutes the tension had diminished. 

Also in this section 
Body of Irish drug dealer dumped in suitcase in Amsterdam canal  

Teens accused of planning to blow up school and shops  

British and Irish politicians united to condemn Ulster killings  

New claim of MI5 collusion in torture  

IFA faces fine over Windsor coin throwing  

VIOLENCE RETURNS 

BOOK OF CONDOLENCE: Victims of terror  

Two guns found near murder scene  

Plans for military parade in Belfast halted  

PSNI quiz nine over dissident murders  

Hundreds attend vigils to show support for families  

Only 300 dissidents but they are a danger: Orde  

Rioters pelt police after murder suspect arrests  

Republicans and unionists side by side at funeral  

Police hunt for bomb in bid to stop Real IRA attack  

Bodies of murdered soldiers flown home  

Loyalist praises McGuinness but warns of ‘Real UDA’  

Thousands attend peace vigils  

PSNI widow: They’ve taken my life  

Patrick Azimkar: A fun-loving friend to all  

Mark Quinsey : A charismatic young soldier  

You know you're from Belfast when . . 

-isms: 'Yous should click here - it's class like' 

Northern Ireland Troubles Gallery 

Holy Cross Primary School protests 

In Pictures: Northern Ireland 

 

Springwell Manor 
Health Farm 
Beauty Salons, Health 
Farm, Hen Weekends, Beb 
& Breakfast 
Health Spas & Resorts  

nibc ltd. 
Northern Ireland Business 
Communications Corporate 
Mobile Solutions, Fleet 
Management Solutions 
Mobile Phones & 
Accessories  

McGlinchey Bros Ltd 
Spiral Staircase Specialist 
Internal / External stairs 
Artistic / Feature 
Metalwork 
Staircases - Metal  

Martin McKernan 
Chartered Architect 
Individual Houses / 
Apartments-Residential 
Developments-
Conservation / Listed 
Buildings-Commercial 
Architects  

COLIN'S SCHOOL OF 
MOTORING 
DOE Approved Instructor, 
Excellent Pass Rate, 
Friendly & Patient, Gift 
Vouchers Available 
Driving Schools  

Results by 

Page 2 of 5Duffy to maintain innocence - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

30/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/duffy-to-maintain-innocence-1424...



Nightlife 

Had a big night out? Click here to send us your pics 

In Pictures: Fashion & Showbiz 

Spring and Summer Fashion Show, Belfast  

In Pictures: All Our Yesterdays 

1. Fans clash in Northern Ireland ahead of 
Poland game  

2. Gangs of Polish football hooligans organised 
violence  

3. In Pictures: You know you're from Belfast 
when . .  

4. In Pictures: Funny football chants  

5. It's Evan and Hell for Boruc  

6. Death threat to Celtic star Boruc before 
Windsor game  

7. Warsaw smacked  

8. The 50 Best Computers and Gadgets  

9. Ruane: 90% in Shankill not bound for 
grammars  

10. Duffy to maintain innocence  

Most popular 

Page 3 of 5Duffy to maintain innocence - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

30/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/duffy-to-maintain-innocence-1424...



 

COLIN'S SCHOOL OF 
MOTORING 
DOE Approved Instructor, 
Excellent Pass Rate, 
Friendly & Patient, Gift 
Vouchers Available 
Driving Schools  

Classic Mineral Water 
Suppliers Of Water 
Coolers, Mineral Water To 
Commercial & Domestic 
Premises 
Water Coolers  

Stanley Woods & Co 
Certified Accountants & 
Registered Auditors 
Specialising In Small To 
Medium Businesses & 
Tax ... 
Accountants  

Choc-O-Bloc Chocolate 
workshop 
Fun For Kids - Big & Small. 
Novelty Chocolate Making 
- A Great Day Out 
Adventure & Activity 
Centres - Children  

DANNY OTTERSON 
MUSIC 
Guitars & Amplifiers, 
Keyboards Microphones, 
Violins, Bodhrans Mail 
Order, Folk Instruments 
Musical Instrument & 
Sheet Music Shops  

Results by 

      Search

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter  

Page 4 of 5Duffy to maintain innocence - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

30/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/duffy-to-maintain-innocence-1424...



 

Page 5 of 5Duffy to maintain innocence - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

30/03/2009http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/duffy-to-maintain-innocence-1424...


