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Friday, December 22, 2006 

By Brian Rowan 

A date has been set for the publication of a 
damning report on the Special Branch's handling 
of the loyalist agent Mark Haddock. 

The report by the Police Ombudsman will be published 
on January 21, senior sources have told the Belfast 
Telegraph. A hotel has been booked for a news conference on the same date. 

The report follows the biggest and longest investigation ever undertaken by the Ombudsman's office after a 
complaint by Raymond McCord relating to the UVF murder of his son - Raymond McCord junior in 1997. 

Mr McCord believes Special Branch agents inside the UVF - including Mark Haddock - were involved in the 
killing. 

According to a senior source the report by the Police Ombudsman will be " extremely critical" of the Special 
Branch. 

"It's about the lack of management control of informers and the implications of that," the source told this 
newspaper. 

In presenting a context, the report will look wider than the McCord killing and at more than one informer. 

There will be two documents, a private report of around 200 pages which goes to the Chief Constable, the 
Secretary of State and the Policing Board, and a public report of around 100 pages. 

It will not name Haddock - a former senior UVF figure in Mount Vernon in north Belfast - but he is the 
informer, the covert human intelligence source, under the spotlight in this report. 
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The UVF attempted to murder Haddock in May while he was out on bail. He has since been jailed for an 
attack on a nightclub doorman. 

A senior police source with knowledge of Haddock's agent role described the Special Branch's handling of 
the informer as "unforgivable". 

How bad was it? "Off the Richter scale," is the response. 

The source is convinced that Haddock was involved in murders. The report of the Police Ombudsman will 
contain recommendations, but no detail of these is being made public at this stage. 

In an interview with this newspaper in late August, the UVF leadership said its "internal security section" 
was standing by and waiting for the document to emerge. 

The UVF will read in it what it already knows - that a senior figure in its organisation was also working for 
the Special Branch. 

The murky tale of UVF informer Haddock 

IT will be another of those moments when Special Branch's past collides with the policing present. 

We now know the date € January 21, and we know the story. 

It's the stuff of the dirty war - the Special Branch, agents and murder - puppets and strings, all tangled in a 
mixed-up, murky world. 

The loyalist, who is the principal character in the report that is to be published by the Police Ombudsman, is 
Mark Haddock. 

He was a member of the UVF, and a Special Branch informer. 

Loyalists tried to murder him in May while he was on bail. He survived and was jailed for an attack on a 
nightclub doorman. 

The Ombudsman started investigating Mark Haddock after a complaint from Raymond McCord, whose son 
Raymond jnr was murdered by the UVF. 

Mr McCord believes agents working for the Special Branch were involved. 

The report published next month looks wider than Haddock and the McCord murder. It has to, to tell the 
whole story. 

Its context will bring in other killings and other informants, and it will look at "the lack of management control 
of informers and the implications of that". 

The source didn't expand. He didn't need to. We all know what is meant by implications - that an agent, or 
agents, participated in murder. 

Haddock is no longer an informer - what is called a covert human intelligence source. 

He has been struck off or de-activated to use the proper term. 

When? The report next month might answer that question. 

And there is another question. Who is going to carry the can for this? 

Those who are part of the policing present will have to implement whatever recommendations come with 
the Ombudsman's report. But Haddock was run by another regime, not by the one now in place. 

No one who was involved with him is currently working within the police intelligence system. 

What Hugh Orde will stress is the "root and branch review of informant handling", the review of informants 
and the "decommissioning" of some, "new management" and "tighter controls". 
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The chief constable won't need the report of the Ombudsman to tell him how bad things were. He will know, 
because he will have read the Haddock file. 

It will have been one of his first acts when he became chief constable in 2002, and, even before then, he'd 
seen the stuff of the dirty war as part of the Stevens investigation into the murder of the Belfast solicitor Pat 
Finucane - a killing involving not one agent but many. 

Sir Hugh Orde's dilemma is how to respond to the report that is coming to his desk. 

How close will he come to saying it wasn't on his watch, and how close will he come to pointing the finger at 
others? 

A senior police source, speaking to this newspaper described the Special Branch's handling of Haddock as 
"unforgivable". 

The chief constable won't try to defend what happened. He can't and wouldn't want to. 

Who let it happen? Who couldn't see what was going on? Who wasn't looking? 

Why has it taken another investigation - the biggest and longest ever undertaken by the Ombudsman's 
team - to open up another can of worms? 

How many more Mark Haddock-type cases are there? 

What was he paid for? 

Some time ago, someone with knowledge of the Ombudsman investigation told me that it would point to an 
institutional lack of control in relationships between handlers and agents. 

He wasn't suggesting that those precise words would be used, but he was pointing to what had been found. 

Another source reckons the above description is "too kind". 

What about the UVF? It also knows what's coming. 

The leadership of that organisation, in an interview with this newspaper in August, said its "internal security 
section" was standing by and waiting for the document. But in the waiting, the UVF has been piecing its 
own jigsaw together. 

It knows that Haddock was an agent, but it maybe doesn't know for how long. 

It knows he did damage to the organisation, but it maybe doesn't know how much. 

Inside the loyalist group there will be those who will want to know why it took so long to find him out. 

It's the same everywhere and in every organisation when these types of stories emerge. 

Questions are asked and suspicion falls on others. This case will be no different. 

Haddock was not the only informer inside the UVF. 

The group's leadership will tell you that had they known - had they had proof that Haddock was an agent 
before he went to jail - they would have had him killed. Somebody tried that in May. Haddock wasn't meant 
to survive. 

Now pages and pages of fine detail are about to emerge. The report won't name Haddock, but everybody 
knows it's him. He's no longer a secret of a dirty war. He's out in the open now. 

From inside the old Special Branch you'll be told that Haddock saved lives. But how many did he take, and 
who knew? Who will answer those questions? 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2095737.ece (3 of 4)02/01/2007 14:45:30

http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons1;ord=1167749482379?


Ombudsman report on Special Branch is 'extremely critical' - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

More articles in Local & National

●     Seize chance for a shared future: Eames

●     Girl (5) fighting for life after house fire

●     Ulster roads claim first victim of new year

●     Teenager stabbed as New Year parties turn violent 

●     Search for missing plumber Kelly one of largest launched in Ulster

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2095737.ece (4 of 4)02/01/2007 14:45:30

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2119545.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2119538.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2119438.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2119318.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2119302.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2011384.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Ombudsman report on Special Branch is 'extremely critical' - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	AFPOAOLENOFHMBJBPDJHMLDFPJOOFMFMFA: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [#]





