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The ink is not yet dry on the report – but the document is well into its 
construction.Yet one wonders whether in the current political climate — 
in that standoff at Stormont — how ready our politicians are for a report 
and recommendations on the questions of the past. 

The Eames-Bradley Consultative Group is well down the road in terms of 
its work and writing. The report will be ready sooner rather than later — 
possibly by November. 

From inside the group any suggestion of any slowing down because of 
political pressure or difficulties is dismissed. 

“When the job’s done we will let it go,” a source commented. 
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Gerry’s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists
After the adverse reaction to this week’s BBC |documentary about the IRA breakout from the Maze, 
Brian Rowan wonders how many will feel about the details that will emerge when Lord Eames and 
Dennis Bradley release their report on the past

Saturday, 27 September 2008 

 Print  Email 

Search

    Go 

Bookmark & Share

●     Digg It

●     del.icio.us

●     Facebook

Headlines

●     News

●     Sport

●     Business

●     Opinion

●     Life & Style

●     Entertainment

●     PRICEWATCH Sign 
our petition for 
fair and cheaper 
fuel for motorists 

●     Skip 
to navigation

●     Skip 
to primary content

●     Skip 
to secondary content

●     Skip 
to tertiary content

●     Skip 
to footer

●     Jobs

●     Cars

●     Homes

●     Other Titles

●     Services

|

❍     Editors Viewpoint

❍     Letters

 

❍     Columnists

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html?action=Email
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html?action=Email
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html&title=Gerry&rsquo;s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists - Opinion - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html&title=Gerry&rsquo;s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists - Opinion - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/pricewatch-fighting-your-corner-13978876.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/pricewatch-fighting-your-corner-13978876.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/pricewatch-fighting-your-corner-13978876.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/pricewatch-fighting-your-corner-13978876.html
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.nicarfinder.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/


Gerry’s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists - Opinion - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

●     Stumbleupon

What are these?

It will go to the Secretary of State — and then will be filtered into the 
political system. 

It could start another fire. 

Take the unionist reaction to just one event in our past — the Maze Prison breakout and the role of now 
junior minister Gerry Kelly in that IRA escape. 

In this, the 25th anniversary of the jailbreak, the story was told in a recent BBC television documentary. 
“Chilling” was the word used by one unionist leader — who said that Northern Ireland in this ‘settling in 
stage’ does not need ‘primetime reminders of the past’. 

That escape is one tiny piece in a huge jigsaw — a picture of the past that is not just about the IRA and 
Gerry Kelly, but a ‘war’ of many sides and many parts, including the role of the State and how, in the recent 
words of Eames-Bradley, “innocent people were allowed to die”. 

How ready are the politicians for a report that will begin to open out that debate? 

Gerry Adams believes the success of any truth process will depend on the “full co-operation by all relevant 
parties”. 

But is that really achievable? 

Gerry Kelly — the unapologetic republican — has, at times, spoken about his past, including his role in the 
Maze escape. 

It is part of his truth, however ugly and chilling some may find it. 

But bringing that one story out into open caused quite a reaction. 

So, what will the whole story and the whole truth do – that truth from “all relevant parties”? 

There is no ‘right time’ for the Eames-Bradley report — and there will be those who won’t like its content 
and who will struggle with its recommendations. 

But this report is not an end in itself. 

It’s more a beginning — trying to create a structure within which some of these most difficult questions can 
not only be asked, but possibly answered. 

The Healing Through Remembering Group based in Belfast grew out of some thinking back in 1999, and has 
been having these discussions across a wide group of people from all sorts of backgrounds for almost 10 
years. 

“Dealing with the past is not just a nice debate about what we put in a museum or how we explain the 
Sixties, 70s, 80s to schoolchildren,” project co-ordinator Kate Turner commented. 

“It’s about how we relate to each other, and how we engage with each other. 

“Unless we find ways to tackle how we all remember the past our progress towards a peaceful society will 
keep tripping up on the different versions we have of the conflict and issues about each others pasts,” she 
added. 

There may have been something of that in that BBC television documentary on the Maze prison escape. 

Part of what it did in relation to Gerry Kelly was remind some in the world of politics that this man, with all 
his IRA past, is now sitting in government. 

It was a reminder they didn’t appreciate. 

So, the ‘right time’ for Eames-Bradley to publish is when their report is ready, because there is no other 
right time, and certainly, on the face of it, no politically right time. 

By all accounts the ink on that report will be dry soon — and then the next question is what to do with it. 

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html (2 of 3)29/09/2008 16:01:31

http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html&title=Gerry&rsquo;s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists - Opinion - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/belfasttelegraph.co.uk/static/_bookmarks.html?KeepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=500&width=400



Post a comment

Limit: 500 characters

View all comments that have been posted about this article

* Name (only this field displayed)

 

* Email

 

* Town/City

 

* Country/State

 

* Required field

 Remember Me 

 

Offensive or abusive comments will be removed and your IP address logged and 
may be used to prevent further submissions. In submitting a comment to the site, 
you agree to be bound by BelfastTelegraph.co.uk's Terms of Use

Also in this section
●     Sabbath clarity

●     Volunteers wanted for Belarus

●     Adams copies Craig 

●     $700bn US bailout near sum squandered in Iraq

●     Executive could slow recession

     Go  

©belfasttelegraph.co.uk Legal Terms & Policies | Contact Us | Sitemap | RSS Feeds | Group Websites | Daily Newsletter 

 

Gerry’s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists - Opinion - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

Query:

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html (3 of 3)29/09/2008 16:01:31

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/gerryrsquos-maze-escape-brings-home-his-past-to-unionists-13985948.html?startindex=-1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/usergenerated-content-and-postings-terms-amp-conditions-13892126.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/letters/sabbath-clarity-13987354.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/letters/volunteers-wanted-for-belarus-13987219.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/letters/adams-copies-craig-13987467.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/robert-fisk/700bn-us-bailout-near-sum-squandered-in-iraq-13987211.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/viewpoint/executive-could-slow-.htmlssion-13987212.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/legal-terms-amp-policies-13886487.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/contact-us-13907191.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/sitemap-13907081.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/rss-feeds-13907147.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/group-websites-13886498.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/newsletter/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	Gerry’s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists - Opinion - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk


	GBIPGKMBBJCCLCKJCPPHPCEAOHPIIODG: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: relevance
	f3: search
	f4: simple


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 26
	f2: -1
	f3: /opinion/article13985948.ece?postingType=posting&mode=thanks
	f4: /opinion/article13985948.ece
	f5: /opinion/article13985948.ece?mode=error
	f6: 13906971
	f7: posting
	f8: field(name),email,field(city),field(country),body
	f9: ArtID-13985948:Gerry&rsquo;s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists
	f10: 13985948
	f11: THREAD: ArtID-13985948:Gerry&rsquo;s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists
	f12: Thread: ArtID-13985948:Gerry&rsquo;s Maze escape brings home his past to unionists
	f13: 13985948
	f14: 
	f15: 
	f16: 
	f17: 
	f18: Off

	f19: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: descending
	f3: search
	f4: simple
	f5: all





