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Investigators who uncovered the 
suspected partial remains of an IRA 
victim on a remote hillside are using 
their ground-breaking methods at five 
other potential burial sites, it has 
been revealed. 

A special DNA database has also been 
set up of all the families of the so-
called Disappeared as part of a new 
scientific approach that is hoped will 
finally lead to the bodies of nine 
people still missing. 

Meanwhile, relatives of the 
Disappeared have made an 

 

Skip Links

Local & National
Query:

Forensics giving hope to families of Disappeared - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

Navigation

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/forensics-giving-hope-to-families-of-disappeared-14059310.html (1 of 3)13/11/2008 15:59:58

●     The digital gateway to Northern Ireland news, sport, business, entertainment and opinion

Home > News > Local & National 

Forensics giving hope to families of Disappeared
By Lisa Smyth 
Thursday, 13 November 2008 

Related Articles

●     Disappeared still haunt the IRA 

 Print  Email 

Search

    Go 

Bookmark & Share

●     Digg It

●     del.icio.us

●     Facebook

●     Stumbleupon

Headlines

●     News

●     Sport

●     Business

●     Opinion

●     Life & Style

●     Entertainment

●     WIN A MEAL FOR 
TWO - When will 
the NI Executive 
hold its next full 
meeting? 

●     Skip 
to navigation

●     Skip 
to primary content

●     Skip 
to secondary content

●     Skip 
to tertiary content

●     Skip 
to footer

●     Jobs

●     Cars

●     Homes

●     Other Titles

●     Services

|

❍     Local & National

❍     World News

❍     Politics

❍     Property

❍     Health

❍     Education

❍     Business

❍     Environment

❍     Technology

❍     Video

❍     Family Notices

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/disappeared-still-haunt-the-ira-14059309.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/forensics-giving-hope-to-families-of-disappeared-14059310.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/forensics-giving-hope-to-families-of-disappeared-14059310.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/forensics-giving-hope-to-families-of-disappeared-14059310.html?action=Email
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/forensics-giving-hope-to-families-of-disappeared-14059310.html?action=Email
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/forensics-giving-hope-to-families-of-disappeared-14059310.html&title=Forensics giving hope to families of Disappeared - Local & National - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/forensics-giving-hope-to-families-of-disappeared-14059310.html&title=Forensics giving hope to families of Disappeared - Local & National - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/forensics-giving-hope-to-families-of-disappeared-14059310.html
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/forensics-giving-hope-to-families-of-disappeared-14059310.html&title=Forensics giving hope to families of Disappeared - Local & National - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3777/3/0/%2a/e%3B207249150%3B0-0%3B0%3B27060488%3B4307-300/250%3B28074881/28092760/1%3B%3B%7Efdr%3D203164545%3B0-0%3B2%3B14452755%3B4307-300/250%3B28016314/28034193/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/bdotg/action/detail?type=ONEOFFPAGE&site=191&itemId=1080678461&r.s=sl&tc=191FR040304
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/when-will-the-executive-hold-its-next-full-meeting--your-chance-to-win-a-meal-for-two-14030786.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/when-will-the-executive-hold-its-next-full-meeting--your-chance-to-win-a-meal-for-two-14030786.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/when-will-the-executive-hold-its-next-full-meeting--your-chance-to-win-a-meal-for-two-14030786.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/when-will-the-executive-hold-its-next-full-meeting--your-chance-to-win-a-meal-for-two-14030786.html
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.nicarfinder.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/house-home/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/business-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/technology-gadgets/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3777/3/0/%2a/w%3B208174949%3B0-0%3B1%3B14452755%3B3454-728/90%3B28584348/28602227/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3f"http://clk.atdmt.com/STM/go/116761148/direct/01/"


Forensics giving hope to families of Disappeared - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

What are these?impassioned plea for information 
which will lead to the location of those 
murdered and buried in secret locations during the Troubles. 

They were speaking as the family of one of the Disappeared — Danny McIlhone — awaits the results of DNA 
tests being carried out on human remains discovered in bogland in Co Wicklow. 

Scientists from the Republic’s State Pathologist are carrying out tests on a human foot, a boot and a sock 
discovered in the Wicklow Mountains on Saturday which is believed to be that of Mr McIlhone who vanished 
from west Belfast in 1981. 

They are trying to identify the complex genetic code of the partial remains which will be sent to a forensic 
science laboratory in England where the special Disappeared database is housed. 

If it matches with samples already taken from Mr McIlhone’s family it will positively identify the remains as 
that of the missing teenager and end decades of misery and uncertainty for his relatives. 

Investigators have already rolled out their new techniques at five more suspected burial locations in 
counties Monaghan, Meath and Louth. 

They are also to begin similar strategies at two other sites in the Republic as well as at a forest near Rouen 
in northern France, where it is believed INLA victim Seamus Ruddy is buried. 

His sister, Anne Morgan, spoke of the agony endured by her family since her brother’s disappearance some 
23 years ago and the hope they cling to that they will one day be able to give him a Christian burial. 

She said: “Before my mother died she had my brother’s name inscribed on the headstone. She was 
preparing the ground for him. She said it was going to be in stone so that no-one would forget him. Then 
she died shortly after that. 

“I think it is very important for us to bury him in the same soil as her. We’re in limbo at the moment. We’re 
not looking for justice. We are just looking for the human right to bury a loved one. 

“This year myself and my sister went over to France to a search by the forensic team. 

“They did it for five days but to no avail. He wasn’t there. I was devastated by that as I thought I was going 
to get to bring him home. 

“I would have said then that there was no hope but now I would say that there is hope. I hope we will get 
the proper information concerning where our loved ones’ are and that one day all the families will get the 
bodies back.” 
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