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startling claim

Wednesday, June 11, 2008

By Chris Thornton

The QC who mysteriously left the Billy Wright Inquiry said today that he had been sacked.

Derek Batchelor QC, the inquiry's lead counsel until a week ago, released a statement early this morning
contradicting last week's announcement that he had resigned.

Breaking News

Mr Batchelor (right) — the main lawyer responsible for questioning witnesses about the LVF chief's prison
murder — says he is considering legal action over his departure.
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Last Wednesday the chairman of the inquiry, senior Scottish judge Lord MacLean, unexpectedly told a
hearing of the inquiry "with regret" that Mr Batchelor had "resigned his post last night with immediate

Health

effect"”.
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No explanation was given for his departure, which came in the middle of a witness' testimony at Banbridge
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Courthouse, where the £21m inquiry has been hearing evidence since last year.

Entertainment

But now, after consulting other lawyers, Mr Batchelor says he was " dismissed" the previous day, during a
meeting with the three-man tribunal examining Wright's 1997 murder in the Maze Prison.
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"Last Tuesday afternoon, | was called to a meeting and was advised by the panel that complaints had been
made over my handling of some staff matters," he said in a statement.
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"There was no doubt in my mind on leaving this meeting that | had been dismissed from the inquiry.
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"Contrary to subsequent reports, | have not resigned and | had no intention of leaving my post as the
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inquiry reaches critical stages.
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"To avoid any doubt over my understanding of the situation, | have since offered to return to the inquiry but
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this has not been progressed.”

An official for the inquiry indicated yesterday that Lord MacLean had no reason to alter his statement that
Mr Batchelor resigned.

Mr Batchelor had been lead counsel for the inquiry for three years and had been involved in more than 60
days of hearings.

The QC is understood to have consulted lawyers about the circumstances of his departure after returning to

Scotland, where he has worked as a prosecutor.

"I do not wish to disrupt the work of the inquiry," he said in his statement. "It is essential that the inquiry
continues and reaches a satisfactory conclusion.”

Lord MacLean indicated last week that the inquiry will begin to search for a new lead counsel, the lawyer
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who conducts the primary questioning of most witnesses.

Mr Batchelor said: "I am happy to offer assistance to any replacement counsel by sharing essential
information, subject to certain limitations out of my control."

That is believed to refer to documents and material retained by the inquiry.

Mr Batchelor added: "It is regrettable that | now feel obliged to consider legal action.

"However, | believe it is important to ensure that the exact nature of my departure is known and understood
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by all involved in this important investigation."

Mr Batchelor's departure has caused the inquiry to reschedule witnesses and reconsider the order in which
they will look at evidence.

More articles in Local & National

NI Water responsible for 261 cases of pollution in nine months
Sean Bean visits the Brandywell

DUP saves Prime Minister from disastrous defeat in Commons

. Civil servant suspended after terror files left on train

. O’Brien’s gang of four swept aside by a sea of loyal shareholders

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national /articl€3789044.ece (2 of 4)12/06/2008 11:40:14

_.E-LIS!I-IHILLS.

BUSHMILLS

Enjoy BUSHMILLS Sensibly

Vist

Loadzajobs.couk

Your search ends here

BELFAST TELEGRAPH

Letter
Click here ta

readyour views


http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.irelandsaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/article3747585.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3758354.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article3792283.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3792491.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3792467.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=12132630?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=12132630?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=12132630?

| was sacked from Billy Wright probe - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national /articl€3789044.ece (3 of 4)12/06/2008 11:40:14

World in Pictures

2008
January
February
March
April
May

2007

Jan & Feb
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

Video: Titanic town

Ship's Belfast
beginnings

. J celebrated in
-exhibmon

BT Woman of the Year

Applauding
Ulster's most
exceptional
women

Omagh blaze tragedy

Special report on
Northern
Ireland's worst
house fire

Belfast Telegraph

Property Awards
Celebrating
excellence at the
inaugural awards
gala

Best view in town

report on Belfast
Wheel

In Pictures . ..

News

lan & Marty in US
Crown Bar

Police chase
Belfast Marathon
Bertie at Boyne
Rangers fans riot
Quake wedding
China quake
Burma cyclone
Robert Dunlop
Paisley quits
Victoria Square
Building collapse
Ulster Fry event
The Twelfth

Bull Run
Award-winners
Flooded Ulster
Sunny Northern Ireland
Devolution Day
Assembly Elections
Maze tumbles
Blair quits

Last watchtower
Carrick-a-rede



http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3304786.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3400287.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3485308.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3568893.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3660671.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2859697.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2312113.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2413756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2540268.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2612497.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2728182.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2925016.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3249872.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3019225.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3224258.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article3549506.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/btwoman/article3205134.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/omagh_fire/gallery-index.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/template/ver/gfx/template/components/multimedia/belfast-wheel.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3221127.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3221466.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3683856.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3669811.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3677142.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3703658.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3731193.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3698489.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3704107.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3706399.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3490774.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3493079.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3503310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2996726.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1

| was sacked from Billy Wright probe - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph

. © Independent News & Media (NI)

Events

Business Awards
US:NI conference
Viking race

Lads' Night
Culture Carnival
Agent Provocateur
Wacky races

Top 10 Sexiest women
St Patrick's Day
Derry Xmas
Xmas: what a turn on
Property Awards
Halloween
Fantasy Fest
Balmoral Show

St Patrick's Day
Mardis Gras
Justin Timberlake
Brit Awards
Animal Olympics

Concerts

Bruce Springsteen
Boyzone

50 Cent

Enrique Iglesias
Rolling Stones
Oxegen

Beach Party
Justin Timberlake
Brit Awards

Live Earth
Razorlight

Sport

Euro 2008

Celtic: SPL champs
Man U v Chelsea fans
Man U Euro champs
Rangers fans

Euro 08: Norn Iron
N Ireland v Georgia
Spain 1 Norn Iron 0
Win over Denmark
Windsor win

Golf: Rory Mcllroy
British Open

Copa America Final
N Ireland v Sweden
Six Nations

X Games

World in Sport

Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Group Websites

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/l ocal -national /articl€3789044.ece (4 of 4)12/06/2008 11:40:14



http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3601074.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3677750.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3669742.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3680429.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3696298.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3600865.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3738970.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3645469.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3527029.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3244980.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article3180103.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article3167213.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113068.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3113402.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3022447.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3258290.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3739002.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article3133210.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article3136010.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2740967.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3758497.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3730703.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3728284.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3723750.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3701119.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3177564.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article3555367.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1%20
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3182248.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article3174876.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2841932.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/group-websites/

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	I was sacked from Billy Wright probe - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	LCGKKEIMMKNGBGBEPHPMGLEOBHNJPDJO: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




