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Some Executive Ministers and other MLAs would be "appalled and humiliated" if details of their
past activities were exposed by a truth commission, the head of the Police Federation said
yesterday.

Terry Spence, whose organisation represents thousands of rank and file officers, also revealed the
Federation is seeking to meet Sinn Fein - with the approval of an RUC widows' group.

Addressing the Federation's annual conference, Mr Spence said his officers are opposed to suggestions of Cooling

Northwest Edition a truth commission on the Troubles. or a crash? .
Experts claim the
Business He said the Consultative Group on the Past, currently examining ways of dealing with the past under Lord housing bubble
- Eames and Denis Bradley, "must address the legacy of the past with the widest possible remit". 4 s about to burst
Business Telegraph
Soort "They should look for an answer which does not saddle this generation and its successors with the world's -l-
P largest re-investigation industry," Mr Spence told Secretary of State Shaun Woodward and 150 delegates.
Health
"We need, if not a one size fits all solution to dealing with the past, then an approach or even a multitude of
Features approaches which allows the individuality of grief to find expression and, through time, eventual comfort. ADVERTISEMENTS
Columnists "There can be no truth commission included in their recommendations,” he said. And, in an apparent
Entertainment reference to Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams, he added: "Especially when one of the leading proponents
of a truth commission cannot even admit that he was in the IRA."
Homefinder
Mr Spence said the Federation has asked for the groundbreaking meeting with Sinn Fein, but has not yet
Weather received a reply.
Archive He said the request has been with Sinn Fein "some weeks now but we are not disheartened".
Calendar 2007

"I look forward to their acceptance of our request to meet them," he told the conference in a Belfast hotel.

"In making this initiative | must pay tribute to the wider police family, particularly the RUC GC Widows'
Association, who have supported us in this endeavour. It has not been easy for them either."

He said the Federation has "much to discuss" with Sinn Fein, " not about the past but about how policing
can be a freely accessible, professionally-delivered service to the community”.

Mr Spence also referred to the Federation's unsuccessful attempt to pursue claims for post-traumatic stress
disorder on behalf of 5,000 officers who say they were scarred by the Troubles. He said the officers are
considering an appeal of a recent High Court ruling that rejected their claims - but asked Mr Woodward to
consider if more legal action would benefit anyone.

He said the six years of legal action "is an incredibly sorry episode and one in which neither the Police
Service of Northern Ireland nor the Northern Ireland Office can take any pride".

"So after six years of litigation we have to ask: where do we go from here?" Mr Spence asked. "Secretary of
State, | invite the Chief Constable and the Northern Ireland Office to ask themselves the same question. |

find it difficult to believe the prospect of another six years of litigation is any bit more attractive to you than it
is to us. Litigation is no answer and as a response lacks both merit and most important of all - compassion."

Mr Spence also said police have "extreme anger" over the way the Government is seeking to change police
pay.

ADVERTISEMEHTS

http://www.belfasttel egraph.co.uk/news/politicsg/arti

cle2956534.ece (1 of 4)13/09/2007 13:36:11


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/;sz=728x90;pos=Banner1;ord=11896872?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/adsforfree/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/technology/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/breaking-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/northwest-edition/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business-telegraph/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/calendar-2007/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.here2learn.com/
http://belfasttelegraph.parship.co.uk/
http://www.getminted.com/
http://www.foxybingo.com/
http://www.independentshopping.ie/default.asp?refr=BT&Curr=4
http://www.hi-life.co.uk/bt
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/rss/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/media-kit/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2956534.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2956534.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2956534.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2956534.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2954237.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2954237.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2953562.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2953562.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/article2951331.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/article2950708.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/article2950708.ece
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/


MLAs could be 'humiliated' if a truth commission was to be held - Politics - News - Belfast Telegraph

Community Telegraph

Ministers focus on GAA deaths

. Ireland's Saturday Night || More articles in Politics

e

DUP man is set to quit party
What's that coming over the hill?
Ministers meet to grasp the nettles

Executive in 'paralysis' warning

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2956534.ece (2 of 4)13/09/2007 13:36:11

=
m
=

A~

N~
>
et
g
=
D
&3
-
X
—_
75
é
-
X
aa

Indepandent
HNews & Media (b

Join our online
research panel

BELFAST TEL

Letter
Click here to

read your views


http://www.irelandssaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.thect.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2959274.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2959071.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2954247.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2954199.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2954177.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=11896872?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=11896872?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=11896872?

MLAs could be 'humiliated' if a truth commission was to be held - Politics - News - Belfast Telegraph

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2956534.ece (3 of 4)13/09/2007 13:36:11

Sleeping Around:
Catherine Townsend
Chances of
getting laid were
like their jean
size: zero

®
He's out there:
Cooper Brown

=<7y love hanging

around with
classy rich people

FashionWeek

Gary Grattan
reports from the
launch of the
show

Snow Patrol

Ulster rockers
play to home
crowd in Bangor

Video: Homefinder 15

Helen Carson
visits a detached
house in Comber

ViTal 2007

- Reports from the

W ifestival at

s W Belfast's Ormeau
Park

Ulster Grand Prix
Interviews with
Dundrod race
winners and fans

Ulster's boy wonder
Watch our
interview with
'« WgoIf sensation
Rory Mcllroy

Twelfth parades

Watch the video
of this year's
parade in Belfast

Paisley interview

“Exclusive: First
Minister lan
Paisley talks to
Ed Curran

Portrush Beach Party

Basement Jaxx
whip up a
sandstorm in
Portrush

In Pictures . . .

News

The Twelfth

Bull Run
Award-winners
Flooded Ulster

Sunny Northern Ireland
Devolution Day

Q)



http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article2888972.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/catherine-townsend/article2888972.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article2936987.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/cooper-brown/article2936987.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2939490.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2922402.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2939594.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2891964.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2879191.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2800106.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2763722.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2628998.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2728127.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2763765.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/travel-news/article2751310.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2690021.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2652756.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2522277.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1

MLAs could be 'humiliated' if a truth commission was to be held - Politics - News - Belfast Telegraph

Assembly Elections
Maze tumbles

Blair quits

Last watchtower
Carrick-a-rede

Events

Rolling Stones
Oxegen 07
Beach Party 07
Balmoral Show
Razorlight

St Patrick's Day
Mardis Gras
Justin Timberlake
Brit Awards 07

Sport

Windsor win

Golf: Rory Mcllroy
British Open

Copa America Final
N Ireland v Sweden
Six Nations

World in Sport

Eye on the World

911: Living amid

the dust and debris

Six years on, a
health crisis
threatens New
York

]
al
Conquering sectarianism

Can Ulster be
the blueprint for
Irag's future?

Forgotten
holocaust
v The haunting

truth of the 20th
century's first
genocide

Robert Fisk

Even | question
the 'truth’ about
September 11

Our boys

deserve better

Families demand
a dedicated
military hospital

The surge

=Patrick Cockburn
on the bloody
failure

. ©Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy

http://www.bel fasttel egraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2956534.ece (4 of 4)13/09/2007 13:36:11


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2361013.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2413557.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2532144.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2268831.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2291512.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2879340.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2748414.ece.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2648162.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2554553.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2294189.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2356838.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2284368.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/article2484106.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/in-pictures/article2272149.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://http//www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article288940.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/article2786739.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/incoming/article2783666.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2774077.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/article2402769.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2950807.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/daily-features/article2950807.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2931745.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2901436.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2901436.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2898964.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2898867.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2898867.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/article2841478.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2793534.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	MLAs could be 'humiliated' if a truth commission was to be held - Politics - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	OAMNGECBEGGFOLCDIGPHFDPGKGOCFEHB: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




