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 His understanding of their needs and 
pain is genuine, not manufactured  

McCord loses bid to head up 
victims' body
'He didn't know enough about Troubles'

Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

By Chris Thornton

The dad who defied loyalist gunmen to see 
through a devastating investigation into his son's 
murder has been rejected as Northern Ireland's 
next victims' champion - because he doesn't know enough about the Troubles. 

Campaigner Raymond McCord's application to be Victims' Commissioner was rejected by Government 
officials without an interview. 

He says they told him he had shown insufficient awareness of the conflict and inadequate PR skills - 
reasons described as "utterly contemptible" by an MP who has worked with him. 

Mr McCord defied UVF death threats to mount a media campaign pointing out links between police and the 
loyalists who murdered his son in 1997. 

His work led to a Police Ombudsman's report that concluded there had been collusion between police and 
the killers. 

He was also once severely beaten for defying murdered UDA leader John 'Grugg' Gregg. 

North Down MP Lady Sylvia Hermon said the reasons given for rejecting Mr McCord for the post were 
"insulting". 

"Through the horrific murder of his son by the UVF, Raymond has not only a very real awareness of conflict 
but he also has a deep compassion for other victims of our decades of bloody mayhem," she said. 

"His understanding of their needs and pain is genuine, not manufactured. 

"As for PR skills, Raymond is a natural media performer, and never a spin doctor." 

A public relations professional who knows Mr McCord rated his media skills as "excellent". 

"One of the things in PR is that when you have a story you get it out once or maybe twice, then people 
aren't interested," he said. 

"Raymond McCord managed to keep his story going for years. That's quite unusual. 

"He also managed to form relationships with lots of journalists and maintain them - some very hard-bitten 
and cynical journalists. 

"And he managed to get them to listen and care. He's got the right instincts. He's basically very good with 
people." 

Mr McCord, who said he had applied for the job to help other victims, was surprised at the grounds on 
which officials rejected him for the post. 

"I'm not saying I'm the best person for the job, but I thought the reasons they gave were ludicrous," he said. 

"My son was murdered by the UVF, I've been threatened by that organisation for daring to ask questions 
about the murder, and I've been left for dead by the UDA - but I'm not aware of the conflict?" 

The First Ministers' Office said it could not comment on individual applications. 

A total of 46 people applied for the Victims' Commissioner job when it was advertised in January. 

Thirteen people have been interviewed, but no appointment has been announced. 

Officials confirmed that the final appointment will be a matter for First Minister Ian Paisley and Deputy First 
Minister Martin McGuinness, after they are confirmed in their jobs on May 8. 

Don't miss . . .

Video: Eurolearn 
How your school 
could win a trip to 
Brussels 

Best book early 
Your guide to the 
top 50 
restaurants in the 
world 

Free for all 
The campaign to 
scrap 
prescription 
charges 

Video: Sir Tony -  
Cut corporation tax 

Tele owner's 
powerful plea to 
Chancellor 
Gordon Brown 

Video: U19 
Rugby World Cup

Graham Luney 
looks back on 
Ireland's 
performance 

In Pictures: 
World Sport

Stunning photos 
from international 
sports events 

 

People's Petition 
What do you 
want from the 
new Assembly? 

Loadzajobs | Propertynews | Sunday Life | Ireland's Saturday Night 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2481218.ece (1 of 3)25/04/2007 10:40:29

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=728x90;pos=Banner1;ord=11774946?
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/technology/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/election07/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/breaking-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/northwest-edition/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business-telegraph/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/homefinder/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/calendar-2007/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.here2learn.com/
http://belfasttelegraph.parship.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraphgaming.co.uk/
http://www.edirectory.co.uk/belfast_telegraph
http://www.hi-life.co.uk/bt
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/rss/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/services/media-kit/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.irelandssaturdaynight.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2481218.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2481218.ece?service=emailArticle
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2481218.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2481218.ece?service=print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-emailed-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/most-read-articles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2481292.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/features/food-and-drink/article2481818.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/health/article2474749.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2475230.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2475230.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2475450.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/article2475450.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/article2464202.ece?service=popup&mode=dayInPictures&start=1
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2420753.ece
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.sundaylife.co.uk/
http://www.irelandssaturdaynight.co.uk/


McCord loses bid to head up victims' body - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

 

More articles in Local & National

●     No excuses for loyalists hanging on to guns: IMC

●     Green light for gateway to 7,000 jobs

●     Catholic teachers in bias battle

●     Sex shop's future in hands of law lords

●     Sexyback for more

 

 

 
 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2481218.ece (2 of 3)25/04/2007 10:40:29

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/article2484189.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/article2484185.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/article2484183.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2484178.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music-gigs/news/article2484170.ece
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x600;pos=Buttons0;ord=11774946?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x120;pos=Buttons1;ord=11774946?
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/news.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/;sz=120x300;pos=Buttons2;ord=11774946?


McCord loses bid to head up victims' body - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 

 
 

●     © Independent News & Media (NI) Sitemap| Contact Us| Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/article2481218.ece (3 of 3)25/04/2007 10:40:29

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/site-map/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/contact/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article2126539.ece
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/legals/article1617183.ece

	www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk
	McCord loses bid to head up victims' body - Local & National - News - Belfast Telegraph 


	JMGLLNOFOLEPLFIMADKKMACFKDLCFJGE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 105953
	f2: 942
	f3: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp?mode=result
	f4: lucySearch1
	f5: true
	f6: 25
	f7: news
	f8: score
	f9: 500
	f10: 
	f11: [3 months]

	f12: Go
	f13: 




