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Monday, May 28, 2007 

By Chris Thornton

The senior PSNI officer tasked with dealing with 
collusion inquiries today warned that handling the 
past is a "drag anchor on policing". 

Assistant Chief Constable Alister Finlay made the 
comments as it emerged that collusion probes have 
already cost the PSNI almost £4m - putting the known price tag of the investigations beyond £25m before 
full hearings have started. 

With the Billy Wright Inquiry due later this week to become the first of the inquiries to begin full hearings, Mr 
Finlay revealed that police preparation will cost £2m this year. 

He said the force also spent £1.6m last year dealing with the three collusion inquiries that have opened, as 
well as two probes under way in the Republic. 

In an interview with the Belfast Telegraph, Mr Finlay - who was hired last year specifically to deal with 
inquiries because the work was " eclipsing " another senior officer's work on current crime - said that " 
dealing with the past is a drag anchor" on policing. 

He also admitted he expects the police and other agencies to be criticised by the inquiries for the loss of 
records. 

He said the PSNI has handed the first inquiry a substantial body of material about Wright's murder in the 
Maze Prison in 1997, but has been unable to find all the records requested. 

Mr Finlay acknowledged that some retiring officers took records with them, but says he is not aware of 
anyone deliberately destroying material to keep it out of the hands of the inquiries. 

The ACC said the PSNI is committed to helping the inquiries, but has concerns that "covert methodology" 
could be exposed by the investigations. 

He also questioned whether the inquiries provide "best value". 

"We've got a lot of money looking at the past. Is that the best way of utilising it?" he asked. 

"These are tragic events and it's understandable why families and associates must have questions arise in 
their minds either confirmed, denied or dispelled. 

"But there are very real dangers that through the portrayal of those events, it adversely affects the relations 
that we're building in policing today." 

The Wright Inquiry is the first of three separate collusion allegations being investigated. Inquiries into the 
deaths of solicitor Rosemary Nelson and Portadown man Robert Hamill are currently in the preparation 
stages. A fourth inquiry recommended by Canadian judge Peter Cory is due to examine the murder of 
solicitor Patrick Finucane, but it has not been established. 

The Wright Inquiry, which begins hearings in Banbridge on Wednesday, has been the least expensive of 
the probes so far. 

By last December, it had cost the Government £3.9m. The Hamill Inquiry was put at £7.5m at the same 
time, and in March the Government said the Rosemary Nelson Inquiry had cost £11.6m. The £3.6m spent 
by the PSNI is accounted separately. 
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●     Assembly asked to confirm £8bn budget
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