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The security forces bugged a house belonging to solicitor Rosemary 
Nelson and wanted to tap her office phone, the inquiry into her murder 
has learned. 

The inquiry revealed RUC Special Branch were recording the “minutiae of 
her life” for almost three years before Mrs Nelson was murdered by a car 
bomb. 

The inquiry, which resumed hearings this month, is expected to explore 
whether RUC Special Branch respected the legally privileged talks she 
had with her client. 

The then Secretary of State Mo Mowlam approved the operation to bug 
the home owned by Mrs Nelson — and occupied by suspected IRA leader 
Colin Duffy — but there is no paper trail to show what happened to a 
second application to eavesdrop on her office. 

 

Skip Links

Local & National
Query:

RUC bugged Rosemary Nelson’s home for three years - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

Navigation

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ruc-bugged-rosemary-nelsonrsquos-home-for-three-years-13987835.html (1 of 3)30/09/2008 11:21:20

●     The digital gateway to Northern Ireland news, sport, business, entertainment and opinion

Home > News > Local & National 

RUC bugged Rosemary Nelson’s home for three years
By Chris Thornton 
Tuesday, 30 September 2008 

 Print  Email 

Search

    Go 

Bookmark & Share

●     Digg It

●     del.icio.us

●     Facebook

●     Stumbleupon

Headlines

●     News

●     Sport

●     Business

●     Opinion

●     Life & Style

●     Entertainment

●     Pick the Score for 
your chance to 
win £2,500 and 
some super prizes 

●     Skip 
to navigation

●     Skip 
to primary content

●     Skip 
to secondary content

●     Skip 
to tertiary content

●     Skip 
to footer

●     Jobs

●     Cars

●     Homes

●     Other Titles

●     Services

|

❍     Local & National

❍     World News

❍     Politics

❍     Property

❍     Health

❍     Education

❍     Business

❍     Environment

❍     Technology

❍     Belfast Telegraph Television

❍     Family Notices

 

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/weather/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ruc-bugged-rosemary-nelsonrsquos-home-for-three-years-13987835.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ruc-bugged-rosemary-nelsonrsquos-home-for-three-years-13987835.html?service=Print
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ruc-bugged-rosemary-nelsonrsquos-home-for-three-years-13987835.html?action=Email
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ruc-bugged-rosemary-nelsonrsquos-home-for-three-years-13987835.html?action=Email
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ruc-bugged-rosemary-nelsonrsquos-home-for-three-years-13987835.html&title=RUC bugged Rosemary Nelson&rsquo;s home for three years - Local & National - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ruc-bugged-rosemary-nelsonrsquos-home-for-three-years-13987835.html&title=RUC bugged Rosemary Nelson&rsquo;s home for three years - Local & National - belfasttelegraph.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ruc-bugged-rosemary-nelsonrsquos-home-for-three-years-13987835.html
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/ruc-bugged-rosemary-nelsonrsquos-home-for-three-years-13987835.html&title=RUC bugged Rosemary Nelson&rsquo;s home for three years - Local & National - belfasttelegraph.co.uk

http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/win-a-full-rugby-kit-for-your-team-with-belfast-telegraph-pick-the-score-13975285.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/win-a-full-rugby-kit-for-your-team-with-belfast-telegraph-pick-the-score-13975285.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/win-a-full-rugby-kit-for-your-team-with-belfast-telegraph-pick-the-score-13975285.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/win-a-full-rugby-kit-for-your-team-with-belfast-telegraph-pick-the-score-13975285.html
http://www.loadzajobs.co.uk/
http://www.nicarfinder.co.uk/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/local-national/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/house-home/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/education/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/business-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/environment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/technology-gadgets/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/tv/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/family-notices/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/374b/0/0/%2a/a;207250796;0-0;0;14452755;3454-728/90;28075868/28093747/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/N3995.Mediaforce_MCUK/B2932856.10;sz=728x90


RUC bugged Rosemary Nelson’s home for three years - Local & National, News - Belfasttelegraph.co.uk

What are these?The inquiry's leading lawyer says the lack of a paper trail suggests the 
wiretap did not take place. However, another intelligence report gives 
details of a conversation Mrs Nelson had with Martin McGuinness in her office, several months before the 
RUC application to tap her phone. 

The Committee on the Administration of Justice — Mrs Nelson served on its executive committee — 
indicated it was concerned about the revelations. 

“We are opposed to any breach of lawyer-client confidentiality arrangements,” said CAJ director Mike 
Ritchie. 

Special Branch was interested in Mrs Nelson because she represented republican suspects and the 
Garvaghy Road Residents' Coalition in the Drumcree dispute. 

The inquiry is beginning to explore intelligence questions around Mrs Nelson's murder in March 1999, and 
has noted the absence of a police file on her — in spite of a number of intelligence reports devoted to her 
movements and associations. 

Rory Phillips QC, lead counsel for the inquiry, said that from April 1996 Special Branch began collecting 
intelligence “specifically relating to” Mrs Nelson. 

“The volume and the detail of the reporting gives rise to a series of questions. Why was Special Branch 
recording information of this kind relating to Rosemary Nelson's private life, including details of her family, 
friends, people who worked in her solicitor's office?” 

Given “this intense focus”, Mr Phillips said, the question arose as to whether “there was in fact a file on 
Rosemary Nelson in existence at the time of her murder?” 

The intelligence materials suggest police were collecting intelligence on Mrs Nelson but not apparently 
analysing it. 

Mr Phillips said there are no “reports, notes, memoranda or documents produced by E3 (Special Branch's 
republican desk) containing analysis of the intelligence on Rosemary Nelson”. 

The inquiry has found two bugging applications relating to Mrs Nelson. 

One concerned Operation Indus, the plan to bug the house in Deeny Drive, Lurgan, then occupied by Mr 
Duffy and owned by Mrs Nelson. An earlier application to tap her office phone was also made by an RUC 
Special Branch sergeant in Lurgan. 
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