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View Gallery
Foyle MP Mark Durkan says former Police Ombudsman Nuala O'Loan had the toughest job in the North.
 
Mrs O'Loan stepped down as Police Ombudsman on Monday after six years in the job. 
 
The SDLP leader said Mrs O'Loan carried out her job with "distinction and valour." 
 
"The work of the Police Ombudsman is required by law to be strictly evidence-based, but there was no 
such obligation on her critics. Nuala O'Loan was required to be fair and balanced â€“ her critics were 
neither. Nuala O'Loan did very precisely what she was hired to do. She pointed out shortcomings in 
policing practice but also affirmed police conduct in other instances. She did so absolutely without fear 
or political favour, even when her findings made uncomfortable reading for the governments which had 
appointed her. In particular, she championed the rights of victims who had no other recourse, no other 
path to justice," he said. 
 
Mr Durkan said Mrs O'Loan faced difficult conditions in her role but praised the way she dealt with 
attacks. "Her critics were not fit to play the ball so they played the woman. The attacks on he
r were politically motivated and personally vindictive, but they never had substance. 
 
Confidence rising 
 
"Even when the orchestrated campaigns against her were at their most vicious, public confidence in the 
Ombudsman's Office was rising steadily to heights which no similar institution could even hope for. 
Ordinary, fair-minded people knew the value of her and her work, and so do fair-minded police 
officers," he said. 
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Mr Durkan also predicted that Mrs O'Loan's experience as the Police Ombudsman will lead to other 
positions. "Nuala O'Loan has set a new international benchmark in public service, and her skills and 
experience will be in high demand around the world," he added. 
 
Mrs O'Loan's successor as Police Ombudsman is the former assistant commissioner of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, Al Hutchinson. He also served as the Police Oversight Commissioner for 
Northern Ireland.
 
The full article contains 331 words and appears in n/a newspaper.
Last Updated: 07 November 2007 10:09 AM
Page 1 of 1
 
 

Bookmark:

Del.icio.us  

Digg  

Facebook  

reddit  

StumbleUpon  
   
 
 
 

Comment on this Story

 
 
In order to post comments you must Register or Sign In 
 
 
 
 
RSS Feed of this article's comments 
Delivery formats: RSS, Atom, Javascript & Email
 

http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp (4 of 8)23/11/2007 10:34:30

http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp&title=Durkan praises valuable OLoan - Derry Today
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp&title=Durkan praises valuable OLoan - Derry Today
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp&title=Durkan praises valuable OLoan - Derry Today
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp&title=Durkan praises valuable OLoan - Derry Today
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp&title=Durkan praises valuable OLoan - Derry Today
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp&title=Durkan praises valuable OLoan - Derry Today
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp&title=Durkan praises valuable OLoan - Derry Today
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp&title=Durkan praises valuable OLoan - Derry Today
http://www.derryjournal.com/Register.aspx?ReturnURL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.derryjournal.com%2ftemplate%2fViewArticle.aspx%3fSectionID%3d3891%26ArticleID%3d3451553
http://auth.jpress.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnURL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.derryjournal.com%2ftemplate%2fViewArticle.aspx%3fSectionID%3d3891%26ArticleID%3d3451553&SiteRef=DERR
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp?format=rss
http://www.derryjournal.com/webfeeds.aspx


Durkan praises 'valuable' O'Loan - Derry Today 

 
DerryJournal.com

 

●     About Us
●     Journal View
●     Sunday Journal
●     Reporting Staff

News

 

●     Derry News
●     Inishowen News
●     County in Focus
●     Strabane
●     Politics
●     Around the courts
●     News in brief
●     News Forum
●     Business

Sport

 

●     Derry Sport
●     Sport Columnists
●     Sport Forum
●     Inishowen Football League

Journal Business

 

●     Business News
●     Gerry Murray Writes

http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp (5 of 8)23/11/2007 10:34:30

http://www.derryjournal.com/mk4custompages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=56735
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3910
http://www.sundayjournal.ie/
http://www2.derrytoday.co.uk/reporters/rp.html
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3421
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3914
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=9089
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=10810
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=8841
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=10640
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/threads.aspx?topic=1132
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3441
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3422
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=8872
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/threads.aspx?topic=730
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=11742
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3441
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=8818


Durkan praises 'valuable' O'Loan - Derry Today 

Features

 

●     Journal Interview
●     Jed
●     Columnists
●     Friday's Child
●     Feature Articles

Entertainment

 

●     Northern Beats
●     Journal Entertainment 
●     Music Forum
●     Showbiz news
●     At The Movies

Interactive

 

●     Looking for a friend or relative?
●     Letters to the editor
●     Email the editor
●     All Forums

Community

 

●     Blogs
●     Inishowen Notes

   What's this? 
 

http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp (6 of 8)23/11/2007 10:34:30

http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=6491
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=3912
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=8820
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=9079
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=8819
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=6551
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=3915
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/threads.aspx?topic=731
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=4070
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=9081
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=68155
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=3911
mailto:martin.mcginley@jpress.co.uk
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/forum.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=67294
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=9770
http://www.derryjournal.com/getfeed.aspx?sectionid=3891&format=rss
http://www.derryjournal.com/rsshelp.aspx


Durkan praises 'valuable' O'Loan - Derry Today 

More Politics:

 
 

●     Campbell wants Stormont reception for NI team 
●     Shantallow bottle banks vandalised 
●     UDA move 'not enough' 
●     Hassan welcomes homes for Derry's Travelling community 
●     Quigley says it's Sinn Fein in disarray 
●     UDA move made me sick - Dallat 
●     Hassan to appeal to Roads Service 
●     Minister pledges to cut Derry housing list 
●     MLAs asked to back Santa world record bid 
●     Durkan supports crackdown on underage drinking 
●     Roads Service to meet taxi firms 
●     Quigley welcomes park and ride plans 
●     Durkan praises 'valuable' O'Loan 
●     Modern day slavery must be tackled - McGuinness 
●     Taoiseach pledges support for NW economy 

More Politics 
 
 
 
Today's Vote 
Will you be changing your bank account after HM Revenue and Customs lost discs containing the 
personal details of 25 million people? 

Yes 

No 
Vote Now >> 
 
 
Featured Advertising 
 
 
 
 

http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp (7 of 8)23/11/2007 10:34:30

http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Campbell-wants-Stormont-reception-for.3509577.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Shantallow-bottle-banks-vandalised.3509512.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/UDA-move-39not-enough39.3503866.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Hassan-welcomes-homes-for-Derry39s.3502497.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Quigley-says-it39s-Sinn-Fein.3502609.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/UDA-move-made-me-sick.3479727.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Hassan-to-appeal-to-Roads.3479659.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Minister-pledges-to-cut-Derry.3461940.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/MLAs-asked-to-back-Santa.3460234.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-supports-crackdown-on-underage.3460233.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Roads-Service-to-meet-taxi.3458062.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Quigley-welcomes-park-and-ride.3457922.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Modern-day-slavery-must-be.3448820.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Taoiseach-pledges-support-for-NW.3447852.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl07$JPVote1$ctl02$JPVoteSubmit1','')


Durkan praises 'valuable' O'Loan - Derry Today 

●     Contact us
●     Help
●     Accessibility
●     Terms & Conditions
●     Archive
●     Our sister newspapers

●      

All rights reserved ©2007 
Johnston Press Digital Publishing 
Sister Newspapers:

 
Donegal 
 
 
 

http://www.derryjournal.com/politics/Durkan-praises-39valuable39-O39Loan.3451553.jp (8 of 8)23/11/2007 10:34:30

http://www.derryjournal.com/contactus.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/faq/faqhome.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/accessibility.aspx
http://www.jptalk.co.uk/termsandconditions.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/ArticleIndex/Listmonths.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/ArticleIndex/listsites.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/getfeed.aspx?sectionid=3891&format=rss
http://www.donegaltoday.ie/
http://www.donegaltoday.ie/

	derryjournal.com
	Durkan praises 'valuable' O'Loan - Derry Today 


	IOKIFPMKHOCPHFHNEFJFHAGIPLMEFCAF: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: /wEPDwUJMTA3MDYyODgwD2QWAgIBD2QWBAIBDxYCHgdjb250ZW50BQEgZAICDxYCHwAFhAFEdXJrYW4gcHJhaXNlcyAndmFsdWFibGUnIE8nTG9hbiAtIEZveWxlIE1QIE1hcmsgRHVya2FuIHNheXMgZm9ybWVyIFBvbGljZSBPbWJ1ZHNtYW4gTnVhbGEgTydMb2FuIGhhZCB0aGUgdG91Z2hlc3Qgam9iIGluIHRoZSBOb3J0aC5kGAEFHl9fQ29udHJvbHNSZXF1aXJlUG9zdEJhY2tLZXlfXxYBBQ93Y3RsQWRkQ29tbWVudDE=
	f5: 
	f6: 
	f7: on
	f8: 
	f9: Off





