News - Derry Today: News, Sport, Jobs, Property, Cars, Entertainments & More

Home Skip Navigation Sitemap Contact Us Disability Statement

FIVE £1 million jackpots
to be won in June!

=]
=]
[z]
=]
[=]
[z]
Mon April 16 2007

News In Brief

SEX ASSAULT ON THREE YEAR-OLD

A Derry mother whose three year-old daughter was sexually assaulted just yards from her family
home ... more »

Derryman's remains return from India

Tributes have been paid to ayoung Derry man who was tragically found dead in his Indian Hotel
room. ... more »

Glasgow Celtic FC donate A£1,000
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O'Loan to report on death of Paul Whitters

The Police Ombudsman Nuala O'Loan is duein Derry early next week to release details of an inves...
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Police Ombudsman Nuala O'Loan

O'Loan to report on death of Paul Whitters

The Police Ombudsman Nuala O'Loan is due in Derry early next week to release details of an
investigation into the circumstances surrounding the death of alocal teenager who died after being hit by
aplastic bullet in 1981.

15 year-old Paul Whitters was struck in the back of the head by a plastic bullet fired by the RUC during
disturbances in Great James Street on 15th April 1981. He died in hospital ten days later.

A source close to the Ombudsman's investigation said it centred on how the police had investigated the
killing.

"This has been adetailed and at times a difficult enquiry and Nuala O'L oan has taken a personal interest
init," the source said.

Paul O'Connor from the Pat Finucane Centre - who worked with the Whitters family during their
campaign - welcomed the announcement of the report's publication and said that he hoped that it would
bring some "peace of mind" to the Whitters family.

"It's been along and hard three years for the family. Thisinvestigation was the first time that individuals
who witnessed the shooting had proper statements taken. We welcome this investigation by the
Ombudsman and we are hopeful that thiswill bring the case to some kind of conclusion.

"The report will not change the fact that Paul was killed. However we believe that this may provide
some kind of peace of mind to the Whitters family. The Whitters family have not commented on the
matter as yet but will be making afull statement early next week," he said.

Paul Whitters was among a group of teenagers who had been throwing stones at an RUC patrol at the
time of the shooting. Shortly after the stoning, which was described as being of a minor nature, the RUC

http://www.derrytoday.com/ViewArticle2.aspx?Sectionl D=3421& Articlel D=2701822 (2 of 5)16/04/2007 15:33:02



News - Derry Today: News, Sport, Jobs, Property, Cars, Entertainments & More

left the street and took up positionsinside a bakery.

Eyewitnesses to the shooting said that when the fatal shot was fired the stoning had stopped. The
teenager was looking through a gate at the side of the bakery when it opened and an RUC officer fired at
him from close range. Eyewitnesses also said that after the shooting the 15 year-old was dragged along
the ground by the RUC.

At theinquest into the death held in December 1982, the RUC inspector who carried out the
investigation admitted during questioning he did not make any door-to-door inquiriesin the street. Ina
statement read out at the inquest, the RUC officer who fired the fatal shot claimed that he was 20 to 25
yards from the teenager but this was disputed by eyewitnesses, who said that he may have been as close
asfive yards from the boy.

The coroner, addressing the jury, said there was great conflict in the evidence and that it was hard to
reconcile the different accounts of what happened.

Next week also marks the 25th anniversary of the death of 11 year-old Stephen McConomy from Dove
Gardens, who was hit by a plastic bullet fired by a member of the British Army's Royal Anglian
Regiment. He later died in hospital.
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