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'Freedom' a tribute to Kevin Lynch - Derry Today 

By Staff reporter

A large crowd turned out to commemorate the death of INLA hunger striker and Park man, Kevin Lynch 
in Dungiven on Sunday and heard Foyle MLA Martina Anderson describe the young hurler and boxer as 
"happy-go-lucky" with a "love of life".

Recalling one of his earliest days as a boxer, she said: â€œJust before the bout was due to start his 
opponent asked him how many previous fights he'd had. 
 
â€œDisplaying all the cunning and guile which Irish republicans are renowned for, Kevin - who i
ADVERTISEMENT
s remembered through the local hurling club - calmly answered â€˜thirty-threeâ€™. Unsurprisingly, his 
opponent couldnâ€™t be persuaded to enter the ring!â€• 
 
Ms. Anderson said the biggest fight of Lynchâ€™s life was ultimately sacrificing his life in the â
€œtitanic struggleâ€• which took place in the H Blocks of Long Kesh. 
 
She said: â€œKevin had been famed for his determination, loyalty and courage on the sporting field in 
the past and those same qualities came to the fore as he languished on hunger strike in the H-Block 
dungeons. 
 
â€œThe British had thought the prisoners were the weak link in the republican struggle and the H-
Blocks would be the place where they would finally break the resistance in Ireland.That was a 
miscalculation of epic proportions.â€• 
 
Ms. Anderson said the courage of the hunger strikers had â€œinspired a new generation of republicans 
and continues to do so until this day.â€• 
 
She said: â€œRepublicans are at the very heart of government pursuing our agenda to build a new 
Ireland. And in the time ahead, we intend to see further progress in the transfer of policing and justice 
powers and the implementation of the Irish language Act. However, there is much more work to de done.
â€• 
 
Stating the objective of a 32-County Socialist Republic, she said to achieve that â€œwe need to display 
the same determination of purpose as the hunger strikers did.â€• 
 
She added: â€œWe need to build the political strength that will finally deliver the freedom for which the 
hunger strikers and so many others selflessly gave their lives. 
 
â€œThat, and only that, will be a fitting tribute to Kevin Lynch and his nine brave comrades.â€• 
 
 
 
The full article contains 370 words and appears in Journal Tuesday newspaper.
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This website and its associated newspaper adheres to the Press Complaints Commissionâ€™s Code of 
Practice. If you have a complaint about editorial content which relates to inaccuracy or intrusion, then 
contact the Editor by clicking here.

If you remain dissatisfied with the response provided then you can contact the PCC by clicking here.
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