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Ten years on: The awful legacy of an atrocity
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Omagh survivor Ronan McGrory isriddled with image
guilt he couldn't save histwo palswho died in
the atrocity. Click on thumbnail to view
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Ten years on heis still haunted by the blast and . |
asks 'why them, not me? Click on thumbnail to view
image
Ronan, from Buncrana, stood side by side friends pe—————
Sean McLaughlin (12) and Oran Doherty (8) Click on thumbnal to view
when the bomb went off on August 15, 1998. Image
They sadly died and he survived.
« Previous
For the first time in adecade Ronan hasrevealed « Previous
it feels like the explosion happened just Next »Next
yesterday and told why he still feels guilty his »

childhood friends were killed in the blast. _
View Gallery

Despite being just 14-years-old when the attack

happened, Ronan said he has always felt he should've have protected his friends better and saved them
from dying, because he was the oldest in the group.

He said: "l feel guilty, | should have protected the younger boys because | was the eldest.

"| want to say sorry to the families of the boys, | know it wasn't my fault but | feel so responsible.
"A day doesn't passthat | don't think of them and feel this guilt.”

Ronan said the three-some were on a day trip to Omagh, with a bunch of Spanish students staying in
Buncrana, on the day of the blast.

They were playing in the town when police officers told them to go down the street while they were
clearing the court house out.

The trio was just inches away from the car bomb that claimed Sean and Oran's lives and left Ronan for
dead.

Waking up screaming and shouting, after the blast, Ronan's cries were heard by an officer who took him
to hospital.

Ronan said: "We were just going down to the bottom of the street and we were standing behind the car.

"It (bomb) went off and | was badly injured.
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"I had internal bleeding, my spleen was ruptured and | had scarring on my face and body.
"When it went off | was knocked to the ground and was unconscious.

"Then | woke up, | wastold later that had | not woken up then | would have been dead within half an
hour.

"I woke up shouting for help and some police man lifted me and put me in the back of his car and took
me to hospital.

"I remember thinking it was night time and | had been laying on the ground for so long, but that was just
because there was so much smoke.

" At the hospital they asked me who | was and | remembered everything, my name, address and parents
phone number.

"Sean and Oran were just standing next to me."
Heartbreaking

L ucky-to-be-alive Ronan said he heard the heartbreaking news his pals didn't survive the attack, alone
while watching a news broadcast.

He said he was watching the TV in the hospital when he heard his friends, Sean, Oran, James Barker
along with Spanish teacher Rocio Abad Ramos and Fernando Baselga were killed in the blast.

Feelings of severe sadness and hel plessness that he felt - when he watched that broadcast - have stayed
with him until this day.

Ronan said he cannot believe it happened ten years ago, because for him it is still asvivid asif it was
just yesterday &€ “ amemory he said that will haunt him for the rest of hislife.

He added: "I think about it all the time, sometimesitsall | think about but | try not to let it affect me or
get the better of me."

But plucky Ronan said he is determined the bombing won't destroy hislife and iskeen to liveit toits
fullest.

A successful shop keeper, of Munchies on Buncrana's Main Road, Ronan said he enjoys a game of
football and isan avid Liverpool fan.

Ronan hasn't been back to Omagh since that day and isn't planning on attending the official memorial
being held today. Instead he'll be spending it in Buncrana and attending the special mass in Knockalla
tonight.

http://www.derryjournal .com/inishowen/|-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp (4 of 11)20/08/2008 14:55:37



| still ask: Why them, not me? - Derry Today

The full article contains 681 words and appears in n/a newspaper.
Pagelof 1

. Last Updated: 15 August 2008 9:48 AM
. Source: n/a
. Location: Derry

Bookmark:

Del.icio.us| usE
Facebook |

reddit Effﬂd dit

StumbleUpon

nottingham Paddy,

Nottingham 15/08/2008 15:33:09

How can the so called dissidents slegp after commiting such an atocious crime it is ten years ago but for
people like Ronan it is some thing he will never forget.

Report Unsuitable

Prev

1

Next

Comment on this Story

http://www.derryjournal .com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp (5 of 11)20/08/2008 14:55:37


http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp&title=I still ask Why them not me - Derry Today
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp&title=I still ask Why them not me - Derry Today
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp&title=I still ask Why them not me - Derry Today
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp&title=I still ask Why them not me - Derry Today
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp&title=I still ask Why them not me - Derry Today
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp&title=I still ask Why them not me - Derry Today
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp&title=I still ask Why them not me - Derry Today
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp&title=I still ask Why them not me - Derry Today
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp?CommentPage=1&CommentPageLength=10#3123581
http://www.derryjournal.com/MarkCommentUnsuitable.aspx?CommentUnsuitable=3123581&ArticleID=4395068&ReturnPath=%2finishowen%2fI-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp

| still ask: Why them, not me? - Derry Today

In order to post comments you must Register or Sign In

RSS Feed of this article's comments
Delivery formats. RSS, Atom, Javascript & Email

DerryJournal.com

. About Us

. Journa View
. Sunday Journa
. Reporting Staff

News

. Derry News
. Inishowen News

. Strabane

. County

. Politics

. Around the courts
. Newsin brief

« News Forum

. Business

Sport

. Der ort
. Sport Columnists

http://www.derryjournal .com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp (6 of 11)20/08/2008 14:55:37


http://www.derryjournal.com/Register.aspx?ReturnURL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.derryjournal.com%2ftemplate%2fViewArticle.aspx%3fSectionID%3d3914%26ArticleID%3d4395068
http://auth.jpress.co.uk/login.aspx?ReturnURL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.derryjournal.com%2ftemplate%2fViewArticle.aspx%3fSectionID%3d3914%26ArticleID%3d4395068&SiteRef=DERR
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp?format=rss
http://www.derryjournal.com/webfeeds.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/mk4custompages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=56735
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3910
http://www.sundayjournal.ie/
http://www2.derrytoday.co.uk/reporters/rp.html
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3421
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3914
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=10810
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=9089
http://www.derryjournal.com/politics
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=8841
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=10640
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/threads.aspx?topic=1132
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3441
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionID=3422
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=8872

| still ask: Why them, not me? - Derry Today

. Sport Forum

Features

. Journal Interview
. Jed

« Columnists

. Friday's Child

. Feature Articles

Entertainment

. Northern Beats

. Journa Entertainment
. Music Forum

. Showbiz news

. At The Movies

Interactive

. Looking for afriend or relative?
. Lettersto the editor

. Email the editor

. All Forums

Community

. Blogs
. Inishowen Notes

E) What'sthis?

http://www.derryjournal .com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp (7 of 11)20/08/2008 14:55:37


http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/threads.aspx?topic=730
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=6491
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=3912
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=8820
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=9079
http://www.derryjournal.com/sectionhome.aspx?sectionid=8819
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=6551
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=3915
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/threads.aspx?topic=731
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=4070
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=9081
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=68155
http://www.derryjournal.com/newsfront.aspx?sectionid=3911
mailto:martin.mcginley@jpress.co.uk
http://www.derryjournal.com/template/mk4_forum/forum.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?PageID=67294
http://www2.derrytoday.co.uk/pages/map.html
http://www.derryjournal.com/getfeed.aspx?sectionid=3914&format=rss
http://www.derryjournal.com/rsshelp.aspx

| still ask: Why them, not me? - Derry Today

. Email afriend

& Print article

&l Increasetext size
=] Decreasetext size
&5 1 comments on this

article

More Inishowen

Dangerous driving
increase in Inishowen
Rain lashes tears as
Buncrana remembers
'Help us save our
children’ - Inishowen
families appeal to Hume

for help
Frae Glengad tae

Glasgow

'‘Donegdl’ radiation unit
for Altnagelvin

Judge gives school-
|leaver chance in drugs
case

Rains cause road to
subside at Glenedly
Keaveney commends
summer volunteers
Bank of Ireland
customers warned of
card skimming scam
Dunne report 'may be
kept secret’

Donegal men's lottery
chance

| still ask: Why them,
not me?

| nishowen students
'delighted’ with Leaving
Certificate results
Paula's day of 'Hell on
earth'. . .

I nishowen's new
phenomenon:'Working
Poor”

Today's Vote

Do you support animal
circuses?

OYes
ONo

V ote Now >>

Featured
Advertising

http://www.derryjournal .com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp (8 of 11)20/08/2008 14:55:37


javascript:SendToAFriend()
javascript: print();
javascript:IncreaseTextSize()
javascript:DecreaseTextSize()
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Dangerous-driving-increase-in-Inishowen.4404011.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Dangerous-driving-increase-in-Inishowen.4404011.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Rain-lashes-tears-as-Buncrana.4403986.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Rain-lashes-tears-as-Buncrana.4403986.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/39Help-us-save-our-children39.4404002.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/39Help-us-save-our-children39.4404002.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/39Help-us-save-our-children39.4404002.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/39Help-us-save-our-children39.4404002.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/-Frae-Glengad-tae-Glasgow.4404001.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/-Frae-Glengad-tae-Glasgow.4404001.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/39Donegal39-radiation-unit-for-Altnagelvin.4403993.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/39Donegal39-radiation-unit-for-Altnagelvin.4403993.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Judge-gives-schoolleaver-chance-in.4402368.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Judge-gives-schoolleaver-chance-in.4402368.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Judge-gives-schoolleaver-chance-in.4402368.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Rains-cause-road-to-subside.4402367.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Rains-cause-road-to-subside.4402367.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Keaveney-commends-summer-volunteers-.4402366.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Keaveney-commends-summer-volunteers-.4402366.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Bank-of-Ireland-customers-warned.4401709.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Bank-of-Ireland-customers-warned.4401709.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Bank-of-Ireland-customers-warned.4401709.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Dunne-report-39may-be-kept.4401708.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Dunne-report-39may-be-kept.4401708.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Donegal-men39s-lottery-chance.4401257.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Donegal-men39s-lottery-chance.4401257.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Inishowen-students-39delighted39-with-Leaving.4395311.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Inishowen-students-39delighted39-with-Leaving.4395311.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Inishowen-students-39delighted39-with-Leaving.4395311.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Paula39s-day-of-39Hell-on.4395726.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Paula39s-day-of-39Hell-on.4395726.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Inishowen39s-new-phenomenon39Working-Poor39-.4395538.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Inishowen39s-new-phenomenon39Working-Poor39-.4395538.jp
http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen/Inishowen39s-new-phenomenon39Working-Poor39-.4395538.jp
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl08$JPVote1$ctl02$JPVoteSubmit1','')

| still ask: Why them, not me? - Derry Today

More I nishowen >>

. Contact us

. Help

. Accessibility

. Terms& Conditions
. Archive

. Our sister newspapers

. B

All rights reserved ©2008
Johnston Press Digital Publishing
Sister Newspapers:

Donegal Democrat
Donegal

PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION

Thiswebsite and its associated newspaper adheres to the Press Complaints Commissiona€ ™s Code of
Practice. If you have a complaint about editorial content which relates to inaccuracy or intrusion, then
contact the Editor by clicking here.

If you remain dissatisfied with the response provided then you can contact the PCC by clicking here.

.
lnt‘ling

http://www.derryjournal .com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp (9 of 11)20/08/2008 14:55:37


http://www.derryjournal.com/inishowen
http://www.derryjournal.com/contactus.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/faq/faqhome.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/accessibility.aspx
http://www.jptalk.co.uk/termsandconditions.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/ArticleIndex/Listmonths.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/ArticleIndex/listsites.aspx
http://www.derryjournal.com/getfeed.aspx?sectionid=3914&format=rss
http://www.donegaltoday.ie/
http://www.donegaltoday.ie/
http://www.pcc.org.uk/
http://www.derryjournal.com/contactus.aspx
http://www.pcc.org.uk/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3722/3/0/%2a/a%3B205849007%3B0-0%3B0%3B28191666%3B1-468/60%3B27452375/27470254/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.datemetoday.co.uk

| still ask: Why them, not me? - Derry Today

Huteis.ccrm

Click here

http://www.derryjournal .com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp (10 of 11)20/08/2008 14:55:37


http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3722/0/0/%2a/k;206459505;0-0;1;28191666;933-120/600;27664726/27682605/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/jump/N3995.Mediaforce_MCUK/B2932856.8;sz=120x600

| still ask: Why them, not me? - Derry Today

http://www.derryjournal .com/inishowen/I-still-ask-Why-them.4395068.jp (11 of 11)20/08/2008 14:55:37



	derryjournal.com
	I still ask: Why them, not me? - Derry Today 


	NLADNENHEMKNMNFMFMNNGLNBHEGPNNDLJK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: /wEPDwULLTEwMTkxOTQzODEPZBYEAgEPZBYEAgEPFgIeB2NvbnRlbnQFASBkAgIPFgIfAAWLAUkgc3RpbGwgYXNrOiBXaHkgdGhlbSwgbm90IG1lPyAtIE9tYWdoIHN1cnZpdm9yIFJvbmFuIE1jR3JvcnkgaXMgcmlkZGxlZCB3aXRoIGd1aWx0IGhlIGNvdWxkbid0IHNhdmUgaGlzIHR3byBwYWxzIHdobyBkaWVkIGluIHRoZSBhdHJvY2l0eS5kAgMPZBYCAg8PDxYCHgdWaXNpYmxlaGRkGAEFHl9fQ29udHJvbHNSZXF1aXJlUG9zdEJhY2tLZXlfXxYBBQ93Y3RsQWRkQ29tbWVudDE=
	f5: 
	f6: 
	f7: site
	f9: Off

	f8: 




