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Mr Parry said: "For a head of state to find the time to come and see us and see what we are doing is great.
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The presid

ent, accompanied by her husband, Dr Martin McAleese, the Irish Ambassador to Britain, David Cooney, and
his wife Geraldine, was then given a tour of the centre.

Mr Parry said the foundation had worked with 20,000 young people and adults to tackle issues such as
prejudice, discrimination and violence.

Mrs McAleese went on to Liverpool for an address to students at the Roman Catholic Metropolitan Cathedral
of Christ the King.

In her speech, 'The Road to Peace -- With a Little Help From Our Friends', the president said: "When the
laurels are being rightly given to the major and well-known protagonists like Bertie Ahern as taoiseach and
prime minister Blair for the success of the peace process, it is also important to acknowledge the wind at
their backs.

"That came from the irrepressible hope of tens of thousands of everyday men, women and children who
refused to accept sectarianism, who reached out across the chasms of fear and mistrust, who quite simply
took risks for peace."

- Mike Hornby
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