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Murphy lodges new appeal against conspiracy retrial
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By Diarmaid Mac Dermott 
Saturday December 22 2007 

A MAN facing a retrial on conspiracy charges relating to the Omagh 
bombing yesterday launched a new legal challenge to the case. 

The High Court last October cleared the way for Colm Murphy's retrial 
after it refused an application to halt the trial.

Yesterday Mr Murphy's solicitor Michael Finucane told the Special 
Criminal Court that appeal papers were lodged with the Supreme Court 
last month and they await a date for the hearing of the appeal against 
the High Court decision.

Advertiser Links

Breaking News

Skip Links

National News

Navigation

Breadcrumbs

Murphy lodges new appeal against conspiracy retrial - National News, Frontpage - Independent.ie

powered 

by 

Unison.

ie

http://www.independent.ie/national-news/murphy-lodges-new-appeal-against-conspiracy-retrial-1252838.html (1 of 2)07/01/2008 15:19:15

●     from the Irish Independent & Sunday Independent

You are here: Home > National News 

Headlines

News National News World News Sport

●     News 

●     Business 

●     Sport 

●     Entertainment 

●     Health 

●     Lifestyle 

●     Education 

●     Travel 

●     Jobs 

●     Property 

●     Cars 

●     PlaceMyAd 

●     Your stars 2008 
Fergus Gibson 
finds out what's 
ahead for you 

●     Skip 
to navigation

●     Skip 
to primary content

●     Skip 
to secondary content

●     Skip 
to tertiary content

●     Skip 
to footer

13:43
Gardai 

investigate 
death of young man in Co Donegal

13:29Dundalk named cleanest town in latest litter 
survey

11:50Labour slams failure to scrap two-tier health 
system

11:30Wicklow nursing home operators fined 
€2,250 each

●     More Services 

see Horoscopes

|

| 

❍     National News

❍     Today's Paper

❍     Farming

❍     Weather

❍     Breaking News

❍     World News

❍     Regional Newspapers

❍     Opinion

❍     Budget 2008

http://www.independent.ie/weather?regionalLocation=EIDW
http://www.independent.ie/search/index.jsp
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/murphy-lodges-new-appeal-against-conspiracy-retrial-1252838.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/murphy-lodges-new-appeal-against-conspiracy-retrial-1252838.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/murphy-lodges-new-appeal-against-conspiracy-retrial-1252838.html?action=Email
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/murphy-lodges-new-appeal-against-conspiracy-retrial-1252838.html?action=Email
http://digg.com/remote-submit?phase=2&url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/murphy-lodges-new-appeal-against-conspiracy-retrial-1252838.html&title=Murphy+lodges+new+appeal+against+conspiracy+retrial
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/murphy-lodges-new-appeal-against-conspiracy-retrial-1252838.html&title=Murphy+lodges+new+appeal+against+conspiracy+retrial
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/gardai-investigate-death-of-young-man-in-co-donegal-1259607.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/gardai-investigate-death-of-young-man-in-co-donegal-1259607.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/gardai-investigate-death-of-young-man-in-co-donegal-1259607.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/dundalk-named-cleanest-town-in-latest-litter-survey-1259603.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/dundalk-named-cleanest-town-in-latest-litter-survey-1259603.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/politics/labour-slams-failure-to-scrap-twotier-health-system-1259557.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/politics/labour-slams-failure-to-scrap-twotier-health-system-1259557.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/wicklow-nursing-home-operators-fined-2250-each-1259550.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/wicklow-nursing-home-operators-fined-2250-each-1259550.html
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/business/
http://www.independent.ie/sport/
http://www.independent.ie/entertainment/
http://www.independent.ie/health/
http://www.independent.ie/lifestyle/
http://www.independent.ie/education/
http://www.independent.ie/travel/
http://www.loadzajobs.ie/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.loadzacars.ie/
http://www.placemyad.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/entertainment/horoscopes/your-stars-2008-january--june-horoscopes-1254393.html
http://www.independent.ie/entertainment/horoscopes/your-stars-2008-january--june-horoscopes-1254393.html
http://www.independent.ie/entertainment/horoscopes/your-stars-2008-january--june-horoscopes-1254393.html
http://www.independent.ie/entertainment/horoscopes/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/
http://www.independent.ie/todayspaper/
http://www.independent.ie/farming/
http://www.independent.ie/weather/
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/
http://www.independent.ie/world-news/
http://www.independent.ie/opinion/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/budget2008/


Murphy lodges new appeal against conspiracy retrial - National News, Frontpage - Independent.ie

●     Google

●     Stumbleupon

●     Facebook

●     Reddit

What are these?

Mr Murphy was in court for the brief hearing and was remanded on 
continuing bail until March 14 when the case will be mentioned again.

Mr Murphy (54), a building contractor and publican who is a native of Co 
Armagh but with an address at Jordan's Corner, Ravensdale, Co Louth, 
was freed on bail in 2005 after the Court of Criminal Appeal quashed his 
conviction for conspiracy offences connected with the Real IRA bombing 
which killed 29 people, including a woman pregnant with twins, and 
injured more than 300.

Mr Murphy was jailed for 14 years by the Special Criminal Court in 
January 2002 for his alleged role in the Omagh bomb 

He was the first person to be convicted in either the Republic or Northern Ireland in connection with the 
Real IRA bombing, the worst terrorist atrocity in the history of the 30 years of the Troubles.

But in January 2005, the Court of Criminal Appeal overturned the conviction and ordered a retrial after 
finding that the court of trial had failed to give proper regard to altered garda interview notes and that 
there had been "an invasion of the presumption of innocence'' in the judgment.

During a 25-day trial in 2001 and 2002, Mr Murphy had pleaded not guilty to conspiring with another 
person not before the court to cause an explosion in the State or elsewhere between August 13 and 16, 
1998.

In a reserved judgment last October, Mr Justice Iarfhlaith O'Neill refused Mr Murphy's application to halt the 
retrial.

While there was a delay in bringing the proceedings on behalf of the DPP or the State, the judge said this 
had not breached Mr Murphy's rights, either under the Constitution or the European Convention on Human 
Rights.

"There was nothing" in the medical evidence before the court "that gave rise to a concern that Mr Murphy's 
memory impairment is such that he cannot now have a fair trial". 

- Diarmaid Mac Dermott
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