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By rbhail McDonald and Tim Healy
Y2¢0rday April 05 2008 Tools

IHE Supreme Court has ruled that the families and victims of the 1998 [2] Print /=] Email
Omagh bombing who are suing five men they believe responsible for the
worst atrocity of the Troubles, are entitled to use books of evidence and

Search
transcripts from the men's previous trials at the Special Criminal Court. I
Go
The families had feared that the landmark € 18.2m civil action, which will
begin in Belfast on Monday, would proceed without "essential” material BeRlHER & SETS .
used in the criminal trials of five men in this jurisdiction. Digg = ~LICK - l'—-‘ ".J ;'P
. o M ] |
The Irish Independent has also learned that special arrangements are ol itioue FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN
being put in place to facilitate the taking of evidence from 24 senior o
gardai who investigated the bombing. Google

. . . . . Advertiser Links
The garda statements, which will be taken in Dublin, will form part of the

Omagh families case against Michael McKevitt, of Beech Park, Blackrock,
Co Louth, who is serving a 20-year sentence for directing Real IRA S,

terrorist activities.
News National News World News Sport i
Reddit 15:43

. Stumbleupon

The books of evidence and transcripts of Colm Murphy, of Jordan's : Gardai
Corner, Ravensdale, Co Louth -- who is facing a re-trial for conspiring in appeal over
with another person to cause an explosion in the State or elsewhere What are these? Limerick murder

between August 13 and 16, 1998 -- are also set to be released after
Chief Justice John Murray ruled that there was "nothing that prevents" material from the men's trials from
being furnished to the plaintiffs.

13:35Ahern the humanitarian?
11:470magh civil legal action begins tomorrow

10:58WHO calls for higher measles vaccination
The other defendants in the civil action, which could last for two months, include Seamus Daly, of Culloville, rate in Ireland
Castleblayney, Co Monaghan, who was sentenced to three years after being found guilty of membership of

http://www.independent.ie/national -news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html (2 of 4)06/04/2008 15:59:38


http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html?service=Print
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html?action=Email
http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html?action=Email
http://digg.com/remote-submit?phase=2&url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html&title=Omagh+families+win+right+to+use+testimony+in+civil+case+
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html&title=Omagh+families+win+right+to+use+testimony+in+civil+case+
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html&title=Omagh+families+win+right+to+use+testimony+in+civil+case+
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html&title=Omagh+families+win+right+to+use+testimony+in+civil+case+
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.independent.ie/national-news/omagh-families-win-right-to-use-testimony-in-civil-case-1339169.html&title=Omagh+families+win+right+to+use+testimony+in+civil+case+
http://www.independent.ie/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/369a/0/0/%2a/a;165542612;0-0;1;17096525;4307-300/250;23966558/23984411/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://independent.viagogo.ie/Competition/CompetitionID-7
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/gardai-in-appeal-over-limerick-murder-1340095.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/gardai-in-appeal-over-limerick-murder-1340095.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/gardai-in-appeal-over-limerick-murder-1340095.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/politics/ahern-the-humanitarian-1340020.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/omagh-civil-legal-action-begins-tomorrow-1339973.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/who-calls-for-higher-measles-vaccination-rate-in-ireland-1339954.html
http://www.independent.ie/breaking-news/national-news/who-calls-for-higher-measles-vaccination-rate-in-ireland-1339954.html
http://www.independent.ie/health/
http://www.independent.ie/lifestyle/
http://www.independent.ie/education/
http://www.independent.ie/travel/
http://www.loadzajobs.ie/
http://www.propertynews.com/
http://www.loadzacars.ie/
http://www.placemyad.ie/
http://www.independent.ie/todayspaper/
http://www.independent.ie/farming/
http://www.independent.ie/weather/
http://www.independent.ie/most-popular/
http://www.independent.ie/opinion/

Omagh familieswin right to use testimony in civil case - National News, Frontpage - Independent.ie

an illegal organisation. 08:49Woman dies in car crash in Waterford

Liam Campbell, of Upper Faughart, Dundalk, who was jailed for membership of an illegal organisation and more breaking news
Seamus McKenna, formerly of Silverbridge, Co Armagh, but with an address at Marian Park, Dundalk, who

was sentenced to six years' imprisonment for unlawful possession of explosives are also being sued by the
families.

Last night Michael Gallagher, whose son Aidan was killed in the blast, said that the families were "delighted
and grateful" that the Supreme Court had ruled that there was no impediment in Irish law preventing the
five from furnishing the books of evidence and the transcripts of the five men's trials at the Special Criminal
Court.

ISoccer shame
. Football's latest match fixing scandal

Lucky escape

It is very close to the bone, just days before the civil trial starts, but we are just delighted," said Mr AT O TS TR el e

Ga"agher- to save wife from its jaws

The 11th-hour ruling by the Supreme Court, coupled with testimony from senior gardai, represents a major . F1 chief under-fire

boost for the families civil campaign. Scandal puts Mosley's future in sport in doubt
The ruling was handed down yesterday afternoon, and the Chief Justice, sitting with Mr Justice Adrian o TEEEUNCT eV .
Hardiman and Mr Justice Hugh Geoghegan, said that the court would give the reasons for it's decision at a Just how fong will U2 keep rocking?

later date. . Sex-swap father-to-be appears on TV

. A ) 3 Husband shows off baby bump on Oprah
The two-day hearing followed an appeal brought against a recent High Court judgment that the Omagh

victims were entitled to some, but not all, of the documentation they were seeking as part of a civil action
for damages against the five.

All five men opposed the application on grounds including that there was an impediment and that they ©independent.ie Sitemap | Contact Us | About Us | Terms &
could be in contempt of court by doing so. Conditions | Privacy Policy | Advertise with us | Group Websites

In a judgment delivered on March 20 at the High Court in Dublin, Mr Justice Paul Gilligan ruled that there
was nothing in the Irish law that prohibits books of evidence served on the men during proceedings taken
against them at the Special Criminal Court from being obtained by the families through normal court
discovery procedures.

The judge,however, found that there is an impediment under Irish law preventing the defendants from
providing the transcripts of their trials at the Special Criminal Court.

Appealed
Both sides had appealed aspects of that judgment to the Supreme Court.

The families had been granted an order of discovery by the High Court in Northern Ireland, subject to any
determination by the courts in Dublin.

Counsel for Daly and Murphy said there was a risk of "cross contamination if the documents were allowed to
be used in a civil case. But counsel for the Omagh families argued that the Northern Ireland courts had
determined the use of the documentation for the civil case was "amply justifiable," and the material should
be before the courts for "the doing of justice."

- Dearbhail McDonald and Tim Healy
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