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TAOISEACH Brian Cowen is appealing a High Court order compelling sm;&m&;’:zzs Ll S
lRim to hand over secret files on the Dublin Monaghan bombings.

. Teacher Kkilled in school bus crash
The files, which were given to the McEntee investigation into the - Singled out for killing

1974 atrocities, yielded "significant” new material about the blasts
which have been withheld from relatives of the dead.

. My sad farewell to beloved Abbeville

. €440m drug haul four times original

. . . . estimate, court told
The secret files are being sought by relatives of victims as part of
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their bid to have a sworn public inquiry into the bombings, which National News Home
killed 33 people.

But the Irish Independent has learned that the State has appealed the order, paving the way for a legal row
over judicial review of executive decisions.

The Government claims that disclosure of the files would pose a risk to life, endanger State security and
breach assurances of confidentiality given to those who provided the documents.

Earlier this month Ed Honohan, the Master of the High Court, ordered the Department of the Taoiseach to
produce all documents it had handed over to the McEntee investigation, including those relating to the
British government, MI5, MI6 and any Northern Ireland agency.

The High Court order also demanded the production of all garda files, including those previously deemed
"missing," any newly disclosed material and a list of all those who supplied information to Mr McEntee
within six weeks.

The Master said that he was "unconvinced" by the State's claims that lives would be put at risk if the new
materials were to enter into the public domain.

The material was to be produced within six weeks to the High Court which would then assess whether the
State was entitled to claim privilege over the documents.
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The High Court production order was deemed a boost for three families who have been engaged in a long-
running battle to obtain secret files and fresh information about the bombings.
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