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'‘Nothing to learn' from Paras role in killings

. . This article appears
(Seamus McKinney, Irish News) thanks to the Irish News.
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Aninternal review of the British army's 37-year engagement News

_ in Northern Ireland suggests the only lesson to be learned
Newsofthelrish from Bloody Sunday was that soldiers should not have been

deployed in vehicles.
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& Book Forum The analysis of 'Operation Banner', revealed today (Friday)

in thefirst of two special reports by The Irish News, does not

Search / Archive discussin great detail the killing of the 14 marchersin Derry
Back to 10/96 nor the decision to use the Parachute Regiment to police a interactive
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While stressing the "defeat” of the Provisional IRA, the

document makes only seven references to loyalist
Reference paramilitaries in its 98 pages and none to the controversial
actions of the army's Force Research Unit or allegations of
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collusion or shoot-to-kill. hreakmgnews
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The authors mention the UDA as "perhaps the most
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Contact respectable” of the loyalist groups.

Operation Banner, which at its height saw some 30,000 (¢ \ _
troops in the north, will officially conclude at the end of this —
month. travel .\,
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Last year three senior British army officers were seconded ireland? J
from normal duties to review the campaign and draw up =

lessons for future operations.
on thursday

Obtained by Derry-based human rights group the Pat
Finucane Centre, the report claims the only two examples of
"poor military decision-making" to stand out over the 37
years were during the 'Falls curfew' and Bloody Sunday.

However, the reference to Bloody Sunday does not deal with
the decisions to open fire on unarmed civiliansin 1972.

The authors only highlight the "manner in which the arrest
operation on Bloody Sunday was conducted, using vehicles
to approach the crowd".

"The decision to do so was not hasty but, with hindsight,
seems heavy handed,” they say.

http://www.nuzhound.com/articles/irish_news/arts2007/jul6_nothing_to_learn_paras_killings.php (1 of 2)24/07/2007 11:03:55


http://www.nuzhound.com/index.php
http://www.nuzhound.com/goto.php?id=100501
http://www.nuzhound.com/index.php
http://www.nuzhound.com/history/index.php
http://www.nuzhound.com/newsoftheirish/index.php
http://www.nuzhound.com/book.php
http://www.nuzhound.com/book.php
http://www.nuzhound.com/archive/index.php
http://www.nuzhound.com/papers.php
http://www.nuzhound.com/reference/index.html
http://www.nuzhound.com/about.php
mailto:%69%6e%66%6f%40%6e%75%7a%68%6f%75%6e%64%2e%63%6f%6d
http://www.irishnews.com/
http://www.nuzhound.com/history/goto.php?id=100501
http://www.nuzhound.com/history/goto.php?id=100501
http://www.irishnews.com/gaaworld
http://www.in.tv/
http://secure.todayspages.ie/IN/HomeServlet
http://www.irishnews.com/awardsite2004/
http://www.nio.gov.uk/press/040401a.htm
http://www.irishnews.com/access/archivesearch/category.asp?cat=642
http://www.irishnews.com/subpop.html
http://www.irishnews.com/nationalleague2007/fixtures/index.html
http://www.irishnews.com/tourism/index.html
http://www.ireland2go.com/
http://www.irishnews.com/jobs/jmain.html

Newshound: Daily Northern Ireland news catalog - Irish News article

John Kelly, abrother of Bloody Sunday victim Michael
Kelly (17), described the comments as "despicable”.

"They said the biggest lesson was the use of vehicles—they
are not taking into account the loss of human life," he said.

"The deaths on Bloody Sunday were totally immaterial. It is
clear the people of Derry do not count to the British army.”

Paul O'Connor of the Pat Finucane Centre also described the
report as "deeply flawed".

He claimed it offered aworrying insight into the thinking of
senior officers and civil servants at the Ministry of Defence
and called for it to be withdrawn immediately.

A British army spokesman said the analysis considered high-
level general issues which may be applicable to future
campaigns.

"It iscritically important to consider what was learned by
those who served in Northern Ireland,” he said.

In hisforeword, former British army head General Sir Mike
Jackson said the lessons learned in the north have already
been used in the Balkans, Sierra Leone, East Timor,
Afghanistan and Irag.

July 23, 2007

This article appeared first in the July 6, 2007 edition of the Irish News.
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