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Bloody throwback to dark days of Troubles 

By Allison Morris 

08/10/08 

The brutal murder of two men with links to  

 

dissident republicanism on the same night was a bloody throwback to the darkest days of the Troubles. 

 

The shooting of Edward Burns in 2007 came amid tensions between former associates with links to a break-

away republican organisation. 
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One man, Gerard Mackin (26), is charged with the shooting of Mr Burns, no-one has to date been charged with 

the murder of his friend Joe Jones, battered to death with a spade on the same night. 

 

The two men were killed in separate incidents on March 12 2007 following what turned out to be a fatal fall out 

between former associates. 

 

Mr Mackin, from the Whiterock area of west Belfast, was later arrested living at an  

 

address in Dublin during a joint PSNI, Garda operation. 

 

Two other suspects being sought in relation to the murder are believed to be on the run in the south.  

 

Mr Burns (36) was found shot dead close to the Bog Meadows nature reserve in west Belfast in the early hours 

of March 12. 

 

A second man, Damien O’Neill, who has since withdrawn his evidence, was brought into the Royal Victoria 

Hospital suffering from gunshot wounds. 

 

On arrival at hospital Mr O’Neill directed police to the reserve where the body of the father-of-five, who had 

been shot in the head, was found. 

 

Several hours later the badly beaten body of 38-year-old  

 

Mr Jones was found in an  

 

alleyway off Elmfield Street in  

 

Ardoyne, north Belfast. 

 

Both men had previous links to the Continuity IRA but had moved away from the organisation shortly before 

their deaths.

 
 

Print        back to top 
 
  

Bookmark: Delicious Digg reddit Facebook StumbleUpon 

 

 Email this story 

 
  
  

print advertising | media pack | online advertising | privacy statement | about us | contact us | subscribe | login | archives | sitemap | careers | home 
 

 

http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/10/8/599634_359560932957Bloodythr.html (2 of 2)09/10/2008 11:38:25

javascript:window.print();
javascript:window.print();
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/10/8/599634_359560932957Bloodythr.html&title=Bloody throwback to dark days of Troubles
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/10/8/599634_359560932957Bloodythr.html&title=Bloody throwback to dark days of Troubles
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/10/8/599634_359560932957Bloodythr.html&title=Bloody throwback to dark days of Troubles
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/10/8/599634_359560932957Bloodythr.html
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/10/8/599634_359560932957Bloodythr.html&title=Bloody throwback to dark days of Troubles
javascript:toggleLayer('commentForm');
javascript:toggleLayer('commentForm');
http://www.irishnews.com/printadv.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/mediapack.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/onlineadv.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/privacyst.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/aboutus.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/contact.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/subscribe.asp?tsub=sub
http://www.irishnews.com/login.asp?tlog=log
http://www.irishnews.com/search.asp?tser=ser
http://www.irishnews.com/sitemap.asp
http://irishnews.erecruit.co.uk/erecruit/company/jobs.do
http://www.irishnews.com/

	irishnews.com
	Irish News: NEWS: Bloody throwback to dark days of Troubles 


	PDDCNHJOHPEJFMFMEMHBECPKFDHIOGCFFF: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: ser
	f2: fhome
	f3: search
	f4: AW
	f5: 'Exclude', 'Notices'
	f6: 01 January 1996
	f7: 09 October 2008
	f8: 

	f9: 

	form2: 
	f1: 




