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McIlveen uncle tells of fight to save him 

By Staff reporter 

25/11/08 

THE trial of six youths facing charges arising out of the death of Ballymena schoolboy Michael McIlveen has 

heard details of attempts by his family and ambulance staff to revive him.  
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The 15-year-old Catholic died from head injuries on May 8 2006, a day after being bludgeoned with a baseball 

bat and kicked and punched up to 60 times in an alleyway by a group of Protestant youths. 

 

A statement from the victim’s uncle Sean McIlveen, which was read to Antrim Crown Court yesterday by 

prosecuting QC John Orr, revealed how the family initially thought the injured teenager was drunk when he 

arrived home. 

 

It was only after he answered his nephew’s phone and heard he’d been involved in a fight that he “thought 

there may be something more wrong with Michael”. 

 

Mr McIlveen, who had been sharing Michael’s bedroom, said he had been awoken by him coming in and 

turning on the bedroom light. 

 

He said Michael was initially sick in the bathroom before climbing onto the top bunk above his.  

 

“I tried to help him and I noticed a cut on the back of his hand,” read the statement. 

 

Mr McIlveen said the schoolboy’s mobile then rang and the teenager answered, saying “he was all right, and 

hung up”.  

 

He said his nephew’s “speech was slurred and I thought he was just drunk”. 

 

Mr McIlveen called in the boy’s mother Gina as he was being sick again, and as they moved him to the bottom 

bunk bed he was “pushing away any attempt to help him”. 

 

Moments later the teenager “began to shake and began to kick out on the bed”, so his family moved him to the 

floor. 

 

It was at this stage that Michael’s phone rang again and his uncle, who answered it, was told by a girl of the 

attack on him. 

 

“It was only then that I thought there may be something more wrong with Michael other than being drunk,” he 

told police. 

 

In a statement from a paramedic who called to the McIlveen home, the court heard that when they arrived 

shortly after 2.30am, they found the teenager breathing but unconscious on his bedroom floor. 

 

Paramedic James McCafferty said the boy’s mother told him her son had been hit on the head with a baseball 

bat and had then staggered home, and when she found him in the bedroom “it looked as if her son was having a 

fit”. 

 

On trial for murder are a 17-year-old who cannot be named for legal reasons, 19-year-old Jeff Colin Lewis of 
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Rossdale, Aaron Cavana Wallace (20) from Moat Road, 22-year-old Christopher Francis Kerr from Carnduff 

Drive and Christopher Andrew McLeister (18) of Knockeen Crescent – all in Ballymena. 

 

The sixth defendant is 18-year-old Paul Edward David Henson of Condiere Avenue, Ballymena who denies 

charges of affray and criminal damage. The trial continues.

 
 
Related Stories

●     Michael’s uncle tells jury of bid to save him 

●     McIlveen accused: I got bat for protection 

●     McIlveen murder jury dramatically dismissed 

●     Defence disputes lead role of McIlveen murder accused 

●     Michael McIlveen ‘kicked 60 times’ 

●     McIlveen uncle tells of fight to save him 

●     McIlveen accused ‘covered up beating with distraction’ 

●     McIlveen witnesses deny ‘lies’ in court 

●     McIlveen witness tells trial ‘we were picked on for being Catholic’ 

●     McIlveen accused admits he ‘got bat’ 

Print        back to top 
 
  

Bookmark: Delicious Digg reddit Facebook StumbleUpon 

 

 Email this story 

 
  
  

print advertising | media pack | online advertising | privacy statement | about us | contact us | subscribe | login | archives | sitemap | careers | home 
 

 

http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/25/603784_364555117657McIlveenu.html (3 of 3)26/11/2008 14:28:19

http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/10/16/600308_360369693865Michael8.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/12/602650_363187021501McIlveena.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/10/24/601021_361226241442McIlveenm.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/10/4/599307_359168879250Defencedi.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/9/23/598310_357974855101MichaelMc.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/22/603531_364249666962McIlveena.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/19/603286_363953996797McIlveenw.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/18/603189_363836968722McIlveenw.html
http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/12/602636_363170147497McIlveena.html
javascript:window.print();
javascript:window.print();
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/25/603784_364555117657McIlveenu.html&title=McIlveen uncle tells of fight to save him
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/25/603784_364555117657McIlveenu.html&title=McIlveen uncle tells of fight to save him
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/25/603784_364555117657McIlveenu.html&title=McIlveen uncle tells of fight to save him
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/25/603784_364555117657McIlveenu.html
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.irishnews.com/articles/540/5860/2008/11/25/603784_364555117657McIlveenu.html&title=McIlveen uncle tells of fight to save him
javascript:toggleLayer('commentForm');
javascript:toggleLayer('commentForm');
http://www.irishnews.com/printadv.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/mediapack.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/onlineadv.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/privacyst.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/aboutus.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/contact.asp?catid=5834
http://www.irishnews.com/subscribe.asp?tsub=sub
http://www.irishnews.com/login.asp?tlog=log
http://www.irishnews.com/search.asp?tser=ser
http://www.irishnews.com/sitemap.asp
http://irishnews.erecruit.co.uk/erecruit/company/jobs.do
http://www.irishnews.com/

	irishnews.com
	Irish News: NEWS: McIlveen uncle tells of fight to save him 


	OBAKCLEGNLNDCGMBICPBHPHGHILIEPIE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: ser
	f2: fhome
	f3: search
	f4: AW
	f5: 'Exclude', 'Notices'
	f6: 01 January 1996
	f7: 26 November 2008
	f8: 

	f9: 

	form2: 
	f1: 




