
undefined 9 °C Dublin » 

●     Home » ●     Ireland » ●     In the North »

●     Email to a friend ●     Email to Author ●     Print ●     RSS ●     Text Size:

Tuesday, November 4, 2008

North's appointments chief scathing over leaks

US Elections

Full coverage of the US Presidential 

election

US Election Unravelled

The US Presidential election system 

explained

Risks outweigh the benefits

The withdrawal of anti-obesity 

medication Acomplia last week may 

thwart the development of a whole class 

of drugs to help weight loss, according 

to experts. Claire O'Connell reports

Diary of a forgotten schoolhouse

After a 12-year campaign, they are still 

waiting for a decent school at 

Blennerville, Co Kerry. Their case is 

sadly typical of how the hopes of school 

communities are raised, then dashed

North's appointments chief scathing over leaks - The Irish Times - Tue, Nov 04, 2008

Helping us to love our libraries

A league table of library membership 

nationwide shows a dramatic divide. So 

just why are Dubliners more likely to use 

their friendly, local library than people up 

the road in Co Louth?

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2008/1104/1225523343220.html (1 of 2)04/11/2008 15:42:32

DAN KEENAN

THE WOMAN charged with overseeing public appointments was told the names of Northern Ireland's four victims commissioners in a 

supermarket two weeks before they were made public.

Public appointments commissioner Felicity Huston complained in her annual report that the episode was blighted by "gossip and 

speculation", and that she had to monitor the government office that in turn resources her office.

Regarding the appointments of Brendan McAllister, Patricia McBride, Bertha McDougall and Michael Nesbitt as victims commissioners, Ms 

Huston was scathing of information leaks.

"It is unacceptable for such leaks of personal information to occur," she said. "Individuals must be able to apply for a public appointment and 

know that they will be treated with dignity and confidentiality."

The appointments are being challenged by Michelle Williamson, whose parents died in the IRA Shankill bombing in 1993.

On the running of her office, she said:"My office is housed in the middle of the civil servants I regulate. My budget is controlled by a 

department I oversee. I cannot appoint my own staff."
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