
 

undefined 13 °C Dublin » 

AUDIO: GEORGIA LATEST

Lara Marlowe's latest report from 

Georgian capital Tblisi

Hell or high water

Hellboy creator Guillermo del Toro tells 

Donald Clarke why he'll never 

compromise

Instruments of change

Church organs and the music wirtten for 

them are enjoying a revival in Ireland 

writes Catherine Foley

All Night Olympics

Seán Kenny is staying up all night to 

watch the Olympics on TV

Many families to attend 'unofficial' memorial event - The Irish Times - Sat, Aug 16, 2008

Village Voice

Irish rower Gearóid Towey is primed and 

ready for battle

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2008/0816/1218836129966.html (1 of 3)16/08/2008 15:13:59

●      

RSS Feeds Site Index

Ireland
World

Supplements
In Depth

Other
Today's Paper


http://www.irishtimes.com/weather/
http://www.irishtimes.com/weather/


Many families to attend 'unofficial' memorial event - The Irish Times - Sat, Aug 16, 2008

●     Home » 

●     Ireland » 

●     Omagh 10 years on »

●     Email to a friend

●     Email to Author

●     Print 

●     RSS 

●     Text Size:

Saturday, August 16, 2008

Many families to attend 'unofficial' memorial event

In this section »

●     Omagh remembers dead 10 years after bombing

●     Leaden clouds release a deluge on sombre scene of aching grief

●     Taoiseach shows his 'solidarity' with community

●     Service told of 'horrific tragedy'

●     The President: full text of her statement

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2008/0816/1218836129966.html (2 of 3)16/08/2008 15:13:59

DAN KEENAN

TOMORROW'S SERVICE: MANY FAMILIES who decided not to attend yesterday's council-organised ceremony will remember their dead tomorrow at their own service.

The Omagh Support and Self Help Group chaired by Michael Gallagher, who lost his son in the bombing, will continue its tradition of staging a memorial service on the Sunday closest to the date of the bombing.

Many families were unhappy with aspects of the arrangements for the "official" ceremony yesterday.

Some relatives of the dead said they were troubled by the presence of certain unnamed political representatives from Northern Ireland and at the wording of the inscription in the new memorial garden, which was opened 

to the public yesterday.

The families were also upset by an early decision by members of the clergy from the four main denominations in Omagh to attend the council event and not to turn up at tomorrow's ceremony.

However, this decision was later reversed, with clergy promising to attend the self-help group's ceremony as well.

The council and the families have stressed repeatedly during the week leading to yesterday's anniversary that each victim's family was free to commemorate their loved ones as they saw fit.

The families insisted there was no competition between the two ceremonies, despite their public misgivings.

A council spokeswoman said yesterday's event was designed to provide an opportunity for all those affected by the bomb to come together with the wider community to remember.

"Furthermore, the event will recognise the tremendous steps which have been made by individuals and by the community as a whole in rebuilding lives in our town, and a key element of the ceremony will be a communal 

dedication to peace," the spokeswoman said.

"All members of the public are welcome to attend."
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