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that she was killed because she was the "easiest of the three targets".

In his evidence last week the ex-Special Branch officer said the intelligence at the time was that Ms Nelson provided intelligence back to Mr

Duffy, that she assisted him in the "furtherance of his own objectives" and that police held the view that she was "involved in these criminal
ADVERTISEMENT

matters".
He said the intelligence also was that Ms Nelson had a "romantic" relationship with Mr Duffy and that this information was known at senior

levels of the RUC including by the then chief constable Sir Ronnie Flanagan.

Sudoku »

The ex-RUC officer also spoke of how he had said in a statement that “it would not have surprised me if in fact the murder of Mrs Nelson

was a republican bombing posing as a loyalist bombing to destabilise the peace process".

He said this at the time because they were struggling to establish who was responsible and this was one of a number of theories that were

, ) Download and print the daily Irish Times sudoku grid
being examined.

The witness said he saw "absolutely" no evidence that Ms Nelson was murdered as a result of collusion involving the RUC, its Special

Branch or "other security forces".

Former senior Northern Ireland civil servant David Watkins, also in evidence last week, spoke of how he had met Ms Nelson during

"proximity talks" between the Garvaghy residents and the Orange Order.

He was aware of the claims against her and of her allegedly having an affair with Mr Duffy. "I remember saying to myself | have no evidence
that those allegations, those attempts to impugn her, were true because | realised that | might have to deal with this person quite frequently

and | did not want to have that baggage in my mind in doing so," he said.

Mr Watkins also spoke of a meeting with the then chief constable Sir Ronnie Flanagan. When asked how Sir Ronnie described Ms Nelson

he replied, "I think he used the term ‘an immoral woman'.

B
"” This article appears in the print edition of the Irish Times
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