
Email @ireland.com Find your ancestors New! Irish Times Photosales 

« Prev 
Next » 

Monday, March 23, 2009 

6 °C Dublin » 

RSS Feeds 
Site Map 

News 
Sport 
Business 
Comment 
Life & Culture 
Shop 
Classified 

 

Ireland 
World 
Supplements 
In Depth 
Other 
Today's Paper 

 

Search

Sport 
Soccer 
GAA 
Rugby 
Golf 
Other 
irish-racing.com 

Business 
Latest 
Markets 
Exchange Rates 
Agenda 
Personal Finance 
The Economy 
Management 
Technology 
Innovation 
Diary 

Comment 
Opinion & Analysis 
Letters 
Blogs 
On the record 
Pricewatch  
Politics  
Business  
Outside In  
Pursued by a Bear  
Today's news poll 

Life & Culture 
Features 
Entertainment 
Weekend 
Magazine 
Travel 
Health 
Pricewatch 
Education 

  Ads by Google

U 2 Tickets 
Great seats for Wembley + Glasgow 
+Croke Park + Sheffield + Cardiff! 
Double8Tickets.com/020-88-88-88-88

CCC Cheltenham 
A vibrant contemporary church. Start a great 
future here. 
christiancitychurch.eu/cheltenham

Cheap Hotel in Dublin
3* Accommodation in Fleet Street Hotel 
Templebar Dublin From €25pps 
www.FleetHotelTemplebar.com/Cheap

Page 1 of 5Brady backs call for church reflection - The Irish Times - Mon, Mar 23, 2009

23/03/2009http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0323/1224243265914.html



Home »  
Ireland »  
Alliance Party conference » 

Email to a friend 
Email to Author 
Print  
RSS  
Text Size: 
 
 

Monday, March 23, 2009

Brady backs call for church reflection 
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'Spirit of unity' vital to resist dissident threat 
Extension of 11-plus proposed 

GERRY MORIARTY

CARDINAL SEÁN Brady has told a church conference that the four main Christian churches in Northern Ireland must give full and serious consideration to a 
recommendation in the Eames-Bradley proposals that they “review and rethink their contribution to a non-sectarian future in the light of their past”, particularly in the area of 
education. 

The Catholic primate told the Ballynafeigh Clergy Fellowship yesterday that the churches were sometimes described as being part of the problem, just as they were, and 
would continue to be, part of the solution. 

“Facing up to this truth requires a humble acknowledgement of just how far we have yet to travel as churches and as a reconciled Christian community, both locally and 
internationally, to become as Christ would wish us to be,” he said. 

Cardinal Brady said the Eames-Bradley Consultative Group on the Past was quite right to highlight the need for critical reflection by the churches in its recent report. 

“The Consultative Group on the Past speaks of achieving a more humane, comprehensive and rounded assessment of what it describes as the ‘conflicting moral assessments 
of the past’. It is not clear what this means for those churches and political parties who consistently rejected violence as a means to political ends,” he said. 

“The proposed assessment will require great wisdom. Healing and reconciling the past must be built on solid foundations. What is required is honest acknowledgement by 
everyone of evil as evil, perpetrated by omission or commission. Genuine repentance from that evil and a recovery of the largely lost art of Christian forgiveness are also 
required,” he added. 

Cardinal Brady said the churches needed to critically examine separately and together their roles in the Troubles. While acknowledging that the churches had need for self-
reflection, he also stressed the positive role of the churches and the firm moral line they took in regard to the non-justification of violence. 
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